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Online Reading
R.A.A.Nelun Ranasingha
Teacher Librarian, BA (special)

raanelun@gmail.com

for reading. According to Lioyd Alexander reading is one of the most marvelous adventures that
anyone can have. And also reading is an important gate way to personal development & to social
economic and civic life. (Holden,2004) According to International Reading Association

Reading is an indispensable life skill that humans learn from small ages. There are a lot of definitions

“Adolescents entering the adult world in the 215t century will read and write more than at any other time
in human history. They will need advanced levels of literacy to perform their jobs, run their households,
act as citizens and conduct their personal lives. They will need literacy to cope with the flood of
information. They will find everywhere they turn. They will need literacy to feed their imaginations so
they can create the world of the future. In a complex and sometimes even dangerous world, their ability
to read can be crucial.”

The world wide web and internet is redefining today reading habits. Present time web is commonly used
as a medium for disseminating information. Online reading is a state of continuous connectivity. Reading
habits vary from users from users. Children loves to read fairy tales, stories and adventures. Yet younger
readers like to read novels. Some users favor to read current information such as economic, political,
cultural and so on. During Covid pandemic many people from the world started reading online.

During this time physical book sales have dropped in favor of digital books. For instance in France,

physical book sales have dropped by 57%. 25% of french adults have bought a book online during lock
down. There for online readers are increasing. New Zealand saw a 50% rise in online library memberships.

Benefits of reading

Y

Sharpens mind

Reduce stress

Boost sleep

Prevent depression

Expand vocabulary
Enhance Imagination
Strengthens writing abilities

Stimulate creativity

YV V.V V V V V V

Helps learn new things
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» Improve conversational skills
» Makes happy
» Gives fresh ideas

Information resources

Information resources of online reading

Library websites

Academic
Websites

|

OPACS

Ask
Librarians

Online
bibliographic
services

E-services

!

E-libraries

!

Encyclopedias
Dictionaries
Google scholar
Emerald

Ebsco

Research gate

National digital
library of India

Open library
JSTOR
PubMed

Scopus

There were 1.5 billion visit to book & literature e-commerce sites across the world in March. According
to Time Magazine article an average reader online spends only 15 seconds of specific page of a website.

Social media reading is a one of the online reading sources in present days. Most of people in the world
use face book, twitter, LinkedIn or other social medias.



Advantages of online reading

online

*

reading provides number of advantages.

save time

Reading online is a different experience from reading in print. Today there are online books and
e-news papers on internet. So users can save time without visit to buy them. some time people
spend less time to read online article. They would need 20-30% more time for read article in full.

Save money

Reding books, news papers and journals through online is the cheapest of all means. Online
resources are very cheap when compared to paper backs.

Any time and any place

When logged internet, users can read any online resources in any time in any place. Even libraries
and shops are closed users can accessed those resources that they want.

Store facility

Users can download online resources via apps in play store. Later they can read them.

Space

You don’t need any physical spaces to store online resources.

Accessibility

You can access to thousands of online resources on your finger prints. Online resources provide
hyperlinks, table of contents, diagrams, figures, captions, headings and underline words. For
example When we read information online, we frequently jump around from source to source
using hyperlinks that direct to different web pages. And also many users can read same online
resource at once.

Different contents

readers can get reading contents by different ways such as audio, video, images and so on.

Disadvantages of online reading

e money
when read online we want electronic devices such as tab, lap tops and smart phones. And
also internet facilities is a major requirement. Users have to spend more money for those
requirements.

e Harm toeye
When read online in long time. It will have a barring on our eye sight.

e Book sales dropped

physical book sales have dropped in favor of digital books. In France, physical book sales
have dropped by 57%. Some online resources can be download free. Thus this is a one of
the reasons to dropped book sales.
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User oriented services must be conducted to users on how to read effectively in online. Adults must supply

online resources to children. And also conducting conversations through social medias on online
resources.
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Narada, (-) The Buddha and his teaching, Singapore Buddhist Meditation center,
Singapore

https:/Mmww.yo utube.com/watch?v=NbfuLXuLJvM&t=1833s (Accessed date 2022.5.7)\

https:/Amww.youtube .com/watch?v=I5PrBWAayEw.5,07 (Accessed date 2022 4,25)

https://mww.yo utube.com/watch?v=rWDiyGAOKKk4( accessed date 2022.6,2)

https://mwww.youtube .com/watch?v=ZppfxcXJbs8 (Accessed date (2022.06.12)

https://mww.yo utube.com/watch?v=H8eeGoa9FJE&t=2424s (Accessed date 2022.05.27)

https://mww.yo utube.com/watch?v=uwX7-i3r77U(Accessed date 2022.6.5)
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Cultural Features of Sri Lanka as depicted in the Kandy Esala Perahara : an over view
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