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Message from 
Hon. D.M .Jayarathne,
Prime Minister - Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

______________________________________________________________________________________ )

Sri Lanka Library Association celebrates its golden jubilee this year. This is an 
achievement that the Association can be proud of. The nation itself shares in its sense of 
pride and success.
In its fifty years of existence, the Sri Lanka Library Association has been steadily growing , ? 
and increasing its influence and usefulness to the country. It educates and trains librarians; 
moves with the times and introduces new trends to libraries; innovates vvith new technolo- 
gies and keeps abreast of ever changing ideáis of librarianship and information Services. In 
my opinión, the greatest benefit the SLLA has bestowed on the country is its stress, 
through its membership, on recreational reading, nurturing the reading habit and making 
accessible electrónic carriers of information and knowledge. This the Association has 
achieved through public and school libraries scattered all over the country -  from the ma- 
jor towns to the far distant villages.
The Sri Lanka Library Association, with the libraries it oversees and the librarians it edu
cates, trains and re-trains, is a major component of the educational. economic and social 
fabric of the country. Thus its development is of great concern to the country. The govern- 
ment must ensure that libraries are sufficiently well stocked, especially school and univer- 
sity libraries, not only with books, journals and other paper Ítems but with computers and 
electronic material. Adults too should have access to libraries, henee the importance of all 
local bodies of cities ensuring the existence and adequate stocking of public libraries.
With the influx of televisión and different modes of entertainment, personal computers and 
Internet, people, especially children have been moving away from reading. This trend 
should be stemmed by equipping existing libraries with both electronic and paper material, 
and opening up more libraries, especially in the East and North of the country, now being 
rebuilt after three decades of devastation.
I take this opportunity to congratúlate the Sri Lanka Library Association on its fiftieth an- 
niversary and wish it well for the future which we hope will go well beyond the century 
mark.

D M Jav a ra tn e

50 Sri Lanba Library Association: Golden Jubilee ¡nternational Conference, 06 October 2010



Message from the 
Hon. S.B. Dissanayake
Minister of Higher Education

The main thrust of my ministry - the Ministry of Higher Education - since I assumed dudes 
as its Minister has been the improvement of existing universitics and planning to set up 
prívate lee levying universities and instilutions of higher education.
All these need libraries. A university or institution of higher or further learning minus a 
library or one with an inadequate collection ís akin to a sprinter with no foot or badly in- 
jured leg. Knovvledge and information and easy methods of retrieving them are essential in 
seats of higher education. This is where a library steps in. managed by trained librarians. 
They supplement and promote research and study by graduands. graduates and post gradu- 
ates.
ít is ni y pleasure and privilege as Minister of Higher Education to congratúlate the Sri 
Lanka Library Association for reaching the mature age of fifty years. Libraries, and librari
ans and information scientists educated and trained by the Sri Iatnka Library Association 
give immense assistance at all levels. particularly to education in universities and seats of 
higher learning. My hope is that libraries wi 11 become even more integral components of 
university campuses. I ani of the opinión that libraries. librarians and the association they 
belong to should be assisted by both the public and prívale sectors lo improve and thus 
render more enhanced Service.
It has to be categorically stated, that the Sri Lanka Library Association was the first in the 
field of educating and training would-be librarians. The SLLA has the further distinction of 
having as one of its aims the ensuring of the wclfare of its members. Additionally, the 
SLLA promotes codes of ethics for librarians and standards for libraries.
1 therefore unreservcdly wish this association that docs so much to maintain high standards 
ot information Science and librarianship, conforming to those in dcveloped countries as far 
as possi ble. a very brighl fulure with many more years of Service to librarianship in par
ticular and the nation in general.

S.B. D issanayake
Minister of Higher Education

50 Sri Lanka Library Association: Colden Jubilee international Conference, 06 October 2010
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Message from the 
Hon. W.D.J. Seneviratne
Minister of Public Administration and Home Affairs,

As the Minister of Public Administration and Home Affairs, I am very much pleased to 
write a few complementary words at this occasion where Sri Lanka Library Association 
celebrates its Golden Jubilee. You have made a tremendous contribution to improve the 
habit of reading of our people during the past five decades.
Major responsibility as well as the challenge of librarians is to provide books to quench the 
thirst for knowledge of various readers. It seems that during the past years the readers have 
been showing a tendency for reading books on exploration. positive thinking. ghost stories, 
and detective stories.
Libraries are maintained by local government institutions whilst certain libraries are main- 
tained under government departments. My tninistry, whilst providing suitable human re- 
sources for the libraries, takes action to improve the productivity and efficiency of these 
human resources.
Knowledge and communication technology holds a key position in the present society. Sri 
Lanka library Association performs a commendable Service to maintain libraries with a 
higher standard based on library Science and also to train the librarians whilst ensuring 
their welfare.
I wish success with all your future endeavors.

W .D .J. S eneviratne, |
Minister of Public Administration and Home Affairs ?

i
I
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Message from 
Dr (Ms) Ellen Tise
President - International Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions (IFLA)

Esteemed colleagucs,
The roles oí librarles and librarians in providing aceess lo hnowledge are important and 
variable. Areas of responsibility, abi I i lies lo provide such aceess and status difíer. depend- 
ing on our loeation in the vvorld. bul togeiher \ve are parí oíthe culture bearers in our coun- 
iries and serve as critical knowledge aceess points.
By storing resources of knowledge we preserve knowledge. Technology en ables us to 
make this knowledge available to this and fu ture generations. By playing a critical role in 
such developments, 1 ibrarics and librarians bccome central to the crealion and sustainabil- 
ity of the information society. We spread information and we make il easily accessible, 
thus contributing to both societal and individual development.
Library Associations are a critical player in driving aceess lo knowledge and empowering 
people. by representing their members in the proíession and by advocating on the impor- 
tance of the role of librarians and librarles in the knowledge society oí today. It is this role 
that the Sri Lanka Library Association has played for 50 years now. lt is this role that ar
ticúlales squarely with the theme of this SLLA Ciolden Jubilee International Conference 
Libraries: Access to Information and Empowering People.
On the occasion oíthe 50ih SLLA General Meeting on 30 June 2010. SLLA President Mr. 
Upa 1 i Amarasiri referred to the early 1970's, when one of the activities of the SLLA vvas 
setting up a course in Computer literacy. to support the introduclion of computéis as an 
integral part of libraries in their administration, bibliographic control and reference Ser
vices. Now, decades later, the role of libraries has been completely transformed through 
the use of ICT and the Internet in providing aceess to knowledge. Despile the progress in 
time, the role of SLLA at national and international level is ever so strong and remains still 
inevitably supportive when it comes to empowering people through providing aceess to 
knowledge. SLLA continúes to p 1 a y an important role in the Sri Lanka library vvorld. but 
also in society in general as a true advócate for librarianship.
On behall of the IFLA community 1 sincerely wish the Sri Lanka Library Association a 
brighl lulure. in continuing to provide a source of sound professional engagements and a 
renewed commitment to our proíession. The Sri Lanka Library Association has been a 
valued IFLA member since 1974. IFLA hopes lo embrace continuous cooperation vvith 
SLLA for many years to come.

50 Sri Lanka Library Association: Golden Jubilee international Conference, 06 October 2010

Ellen Tise,
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Message from 
Mr.Upali Am arasiri
President - Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA)

Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) completes its 50th year in 2010 and it is indeed a 
jtfyons ocgasiofi for all librariansímd information^rofessionals in the courflry. Wliile look'-~ ^  
ing back at the past Uve decades the SLLA can be prond of its achievements, it can also 
reflect upon certain areas vvhere achievements did not match up to expectations. The 
SLLA is glad that it has been able to celébrate this historie occasion in a fitting manner by 
conducting a number oí activides throughout the year including religious ceremonies, pub- 
lications. regional seminars, publicity campaign. competitions and international confer- 
ence.
The golden jubilee international conference is the culmination of the 50th anniversary cele- 
brations. We are glad that the Hon. Prime Minister of Sri Lanka and a number of otlier 
Hon Ministers will be gracing the occasion. We are truly delighted to receive Dr (Ms) 
Ellen Tise. President, International Federations of Library Associations and Institutions 
(IFLA) as a Guest of Honour. This is the first time a serving IFLA President is visiting Sri 
Lanka, which itself is a historie occasion. It is a special joy to receive the present Presi- 
dents of library associations in SAARC countries. The Presidents of the Library Associa
tions of India, Pakistán. Nepal and Maidives and a Council Member of the library associa
tion of Bangladesh are joining us today to celébrate this important event. We will also 
conduct the second meeting of the Regional Federation of South Asian Library Associa
tions (REFSALA) as a part of the conference.
I once again thank the Hon. Prime Minister. Hon. Ministers. President/IFLA and President 
and representatives of library associations in SAARC countries for gracing this occasion.
My special thanks go to all past Presidents and council members of SLLA who did a veo- 
man Service to bring the association to its present levcl. The sponsors of the event should 
receive a special appreciation for their generous contributions. I extend my deepest appre- 
ciation to the members of the SLLA council and all the members of the association for 
their unstinted support to make this event a reality and a success.

Upali A m arasiri
President - SLLA

50 Sri Lanba Library Association: Golden Jubilee international Conference, 06 October 2010
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1.30 p.m. Registrátion

2.30 Arrival o f the Chief Guest and 
Guests o f Honour

2.35 Lighting o f the Gil Lamp

2.45 Welcome Address by
Mr. Upali Amarasiri,
President, SLLA

2.55 Presentation o f Library Charter

3.05 Address by Dr. (Ms.) Ellen Tise, 
President, IFLA

3.20 Presentation of Awards

■?.r* '

06.09.201©

3.30 Address by Hon. John Seneviratne,
Minister o f Public Administration and 
Home Affairs

3.50 Address by Hon. S.B. Dissanayake, 
Minister o f Higher Education

4.10 Presentation o f Awards

4.15 Address by Hon. D. M. Jayaratne,
Prime M inister o f Sri Lanka, the Chief 
Guest

4.40 Vote of Thanks by
Ms. Pushpamala Perera, 
General Secretary, SLLA.

4.45 Reffeshments
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A golden jubilee is the celebration o f half a 
century o f life whether it be o f  a human being, a , 
marriage or the existence o f an institution. The 
Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) marks 
this important milestone this year having been 
established in 1960 by S C Blok, Librarían of 
the University o f Peradeniya and a couple of 
others, most o f them foreign qualified librarians.
It was incorporated by the passing o f the Sri 
Lanka Library Association Act No. 20 o f 1974. 
This was amended and received fiirther legal 
status by Amendment Act No 7 o f 2004.

Vision and objectives
The visión o f the SLLA is to be the centre of 
excellence in the field o f library, documentation 
and information Science through educated and 
proactive membership and collaboration with 
other stakeholders in the field.

The principal objectives are:
• To act for and represent professionals in 

librarianship and information work

• To impart and impro ve knowledge, know- 
how and skills o f those aspiring to be 
qualified professionals and to promote 
career development o f those already in the 
profession

• To identify, facilítate and ad vanee 
professional activities in library and 
information Science (LIS)

• To establish links with the government 
and  n a t io n a l  a n d  in te rn a t io n a l  
organizations in the field o f librarianship 
and allied fields

• The SLLA prides itself on being a founder 
m em ber o f  the O rgan ization  o f 
Professional Associations o f Sri Lanka, 
instituted in May 1975.

Structure
The Council cómprises 20 members with the 
President, the President Elect, Secretary and 
Treasurer and the assistants to the last two. 
Additionally, the various sectors o f librarianship

].sQ‘- Sri L a n k a  L ibrary Association: G olden Jubilei

Sri Lanka
Library
Association
ÁBrief
Introduction

and the provinces are represented. Professional 
Committees each concern themselves with the 
areas o f education, publications, information 
technology, international relations, publicity and 
public relations, continuing professional 
development, social affairs, office management 
and finance.

SLLA Initiatives for professionals
Professional Education: SLLA has been very 
active in the education arena. A flagship 
diploma programme continúes successfully, 
serving and evoiving from the early times upto 
the present information society. A sepárate 
artiele is available on education activities (See 
page 12).

Continuous education and training; very 
necessary in keeping abreast with new trends in 
the field o f library and information Science, is 
carried out through seminars and lecture 
programmes.

A library association has a duty by its members 
in promoting their welfare and ensuring they 
receive fair deais in their profession. The SLLA 
is not a powerful lobbying forcé but it has used 
its influence to improve conditions of work and 
remuneration o f persons in library and 
information work, and in erasure of anomalies. 
Advocacy on behalf o f librarians or libraries is 
also carried out. Consultations on request have 
been many and varied, ranging from advice on 
the setting up o f a library to computerization.

i in te rn a tio n a l C o n fe re n cé ,0 6  O cto b er 2010
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The SLLA actively ejicourages research in LIS 
by members and this was given an Ímpetus 
seven years ago by including a National 
Conference on Library and Information Science 
(NACLIS) at the annual sessions o f the 
Association in June- each year where library 
personnel present research work or new 
undertakings.

Associateship and Fellowship of the SLLA
Resembling practices advocated by the Brilish 
Library Association (currently Chartered 
In s titu te  o f  L ib ra ry  & In fo rm a tio n  
P ro fessiona ls— C IL IP) and o ther w ell 
established library associations, those who are 
successful in the SLLA course of study are 
eligible for Associateship. This benefit is 
extended to others who have similar 
qualifications.

Fellowship is granted on a point scale taking 
into consideration associateship; Service to the 
SLLA and/or in the fíeld o f librarianship; 
research and publications.

Mention needs to be made o f the fact that in 
2001 Honorary Fellowship was extended to Sir 
Arthur C Clarke.

Stature
The SLLA is most definitely a recognized 
professional organization and one in the 
absolute forefront o f librarianship and 
iriformation Science in the country. The SLLA is 
represented in major organizations in the LIS 
fíeld in the country.

The SLLA is a founder member of COMLA -  
Commonwealth Librai*y Associations and a 
member of IFLA -  The International Federation 
o f Library Associations & Institutions. The 
SLLA has had the distinction of hosting 
seminars on behalf o f IFLA and holding posts in 
IFLA.

Publications
Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics and 
Library Standards for Sri Lanka published by 
the SLLA have proven to be very useñil.

The Sri Lanka Library Association Newsletter 
and The Sri Lanka Library Review are the 
Associations continuing publications.

(Extract o f an article by Ms.Nanda P. 
Wanasundara)

LIBRARY
ASSOCIATIONS
(Excerpt from w w w .ifla .org/V ll/s40/ 
pub/rakunathan.pdf)

Library associations provide an opportunity for librarians to meet and share 
experiences and learn from each other. They offer a range of Services to 
members and look after their interests. For outsíders interested in dealing with 
the profession, they act as the ideal contact point. Although library 
associations do serve the needs of their members, ultimately, the long-term 
benefactors are the end-users of the Services that these members provide. They 
lay down standards for performance, protect the continuing existence of

special Services and monitor the trends in user-needs.
There are different types of library associations: the very prominént ones are those where membership is granted on 
the basis of being in that country, or región, as in these examples: American Library Association (ALA), Library 
Association of Singapore (LAS), or the Congress of Southeast Asian Librarians (CONSAL). Others may be based on 
nature of the library collections or the clientele they serve, as in these examples: Special Libraries Association (SLA), 
International Association of Technological University Libraries (IATUL) or Association of Research Libraries (ARL). 
The more unique ones offer membership based on ethnicity or religión. For instance, there are the American Indian 
Library Association, the Chinese-American Librarians Association, the Asian/Pacific American Librarians 
Association, the Black Caucus of the Americán Library Association, the Association of Jewish Libraries, and the 
Catholic Library Association.

Finally, there are intemational library associations that are truly global, like the International Federation of Library 
Associations (IFLA), and large associations that are adding intemational components, like the International 
Association of Agricultural Information Specialists (IAALD). Other not-sodarge intemational associations offer 
membership to a specifíc professional grouping, type of library or a specifíc subject area. These professional 
associations are distinguished by their common issues and trends, including their ability to communicate with their 
members, their ability to create relevant programs and conferences. and their need for self-evaluation.

\.5Q v Sri L a n k a  Library Association: G olden Jubilee in tem atio n a l C onference, 0 6  O ctober 2010
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T h e  principal activities o f the SLLA in its fífty 
years o f Service has been focused on would-be 
librarians and professionals in the field.

The Diploma Course in Library. and Information 
Science condücted by the SLLA in the three lan- 
guages -  Sinhala, Tamil and English in five cen
tres: Colombo, Kandy, Galle, Batticaloa and 
Jaffna, equips students with knowledge, know- 
how and skills to effectively manage a library. 
Divided into three tiers: First Level, and Second 
Level with Parts 1 and 2; each level runs 
through one year with lectores on Sundays. 
Three course-end examinations are condücted 
and at each level project work is mandatory. A 
two week period o f hands-on training in a well 
equipped and recognized library is facilitated at 
the First Level.

The diploma course was offered on a distance
education basis starting in 2004 to help students
who were unable to attend classes in any o f the
five centres. This was given during the 30 year
teirorist problem that blighted the
country. In 2008, the same course -
modified to fít the mode o f instruc-
tion - was offered as an e-learning
course with tuition offered on-line
and three seminars condücted in Co- lll
tombo with lecturers meeting the stu-
dents, It is one o f the first onoline
courses offered by a professional or- > 8
ganization in Sri Lanka. Deepali Ta-
lagala was the moving forcé behind this innova-
tion.

Library training has not been confined to the 
country. The SLLA was heavily involved in 
training potential librarians in the Republic o f 
the Maldives. With funding from organizations 
such as the British Council, USAID and Asia 
Foundation, lecturers from the SLLA went 
across to Male and condücted the three years 
course in the 1990s. Five librarians, most at- 
tached to the National Library in Male, com- 
pleted the three year course. Subsequently the 
course was widened with a greater intake and in 
2004 library personal from the atolls were 
trained through outreach teaching methodotogy 
with seminars condücted in M ale and in Co
to mbo.

SLLA
Flag^hip
Éelucational
Programmes

' r ; •

Early in the 1970s, recognizing the fact that 
computers were to be an integral part of librarles 
in their administration, bibliographic control and 
reference Services, a course was condücted to 
impart Computer literacy. This Course on Li
brary Automation with the acronym COLA, was 

initiated by Upali N  Yapa and continued 
^  by him with other Computer savvy li- 

brarians assisting.

Awards:
T M  In the Diploma Course, the best students 
W  are identified by their exam results and
^  project work and win awards. At the first
^  level in each o f the three media, the 
Blok memorial award o f a scholarship for the 
entire course is awarded. Nanda P Wanasundera 
awards the A L B Pethiyagodá Memorial Award 
to the student o f the Kandy centre who gets the 
best results in the first examination. The award 
carries a scholarship for the next level course.

Át Level II Part 1 - a scholarship is awarded 
whereby the student with the best results at the 
course end exam in each médium follows the 
final year course with no payment of fees. To 
the student with the best results at the final ex
amination, irrespecti ve o f centre or médium fol- 
lowed, goes the SLLA Gold Medal.

The award for the best candidate in the COLA 
course is awarded by the SLLA in memory of 
Ms C L M Nethsinghe.

■ Sri L a n k a  L ibrary  Association: G alden  Jubilee 'In ternational C onference, 0 6  O ctober 2010
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BOC VISA/ Master
Credit & Debit Cards

Hotline
0112393931

Bankers to the Nation
BANK OF CEYLON

Barritare to the Nation
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50th AGM
Smiles
from all corners

The Annual General Meeting of the Sri Lanka Library inaugural session had chief guest Deputy Minister of 
Association was on Wednesday 30 June, at the Sri Lanka Education, Hon P B Ekanayake and Guests of Honour -  
Foundation Institute, marking not only a year of success Manil Silva -  founder member of the SLLA and Prof 
but also the celebration of fifty long years of growth and Somasunderam Chandrasekeram, Dean of the Faculty of 
ever expanding Service to the people of this country. The Education, University of Colombo.
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Sampath Bank, tending an untlrlng 
hand by providlng Solutions to all your 

! funding requirements from corporate 
.  jnancmg to small and médium scale 

-ru iJM B fc. buslness needs.*  %

o@oa5 atocge
SampartiBanh

We Present Your Future

• H l

wwwsampathJk
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DFCC
Vardhlna Bank

FOR ALL YOUR COMMERCIAL BANKING NEEDS

Please cali 2663888 or 2371371 
(Mon-f ri, 8.30am -  S.OOpm)

Head Offke
No 73, W A D Ramanayake Mw,

Colombo - 02
£ Malí, lnfo@dfccvardhanabank.com

I I m  I t i n l a t

COMMERCIAL BANK
Our Interest Is In You
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Always
ahead of the Rest.

Singled out as the "Best Bank in Sri Lanka" COUNTRYAWARDS
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In recognition of the outstanding 
professional contribution offered 
to the Sri Lanka Library 
Association, Golden Jubilee 
Awards are given to the 
following distinguished veteran 
librarians.

Founder M em bers
Ms Ishvari Corea, Ms Manil Silva, 
Ms Vijitha De Silva

P ast P res iden ts
Ms Ishvari Corea, Prof. W B 
Dorakumbura, Prof Jayasiri 

Lankage, Ms Sumana Jayasuriya, Ms Daya Ratnayake,
Mr P. Vidanapathirana, Mr Harrison Perera, Ms Deepali 
Talagala, Ms Dilmani Wamasuriya, Prof. Piyadasa 
Ranasinghe, Mr. G.M.P. Gallaba

G o ld en  J u b ile e

Awards
!?§ m

Longstanding  M em b ers
Mr M F Hamid,
Mr. M.C. Ponnampemma 
Mr. K. Manickvasagar

S ig n ific a n t co n trib u tio n  to  SLLA by a 
fo re ig n  lib ra rían
Prof. Russell Bowden 
In s titu tio n a l A w ard s
National Library & Documentation Services Board. 
Department of Library & Information Science, University 
of Kelaniya.

The
Awardees

(in the 
alphabetical 
order o f the

Ms Vijitha 
de Silva

Súmame) Prof. Russell 
Bowden Ms Ishvari 

Corea
é ^

Prof. W B 
Dorakumbura

Mr M F 
Hamid

Ms Sumana 
Jayasuriya

Prof Jayasiri 
Lankage

•* 3"

Mr. K.
Manickvasagar

Mr Harrison Mr. M.C.
Perera Ponnampe-

ruma

Prof. Piyadasa 
Ranasinghe Ms Daya Ms Manil

Ratnayake Silva
Ms Deepali 
Talagala

Mr P.
Vidanapathi
rana

Mr. G.M.P. 
Gallaba

Ms Dilmani 
Wamasuriya

■ *° Sri Lanka Library Association: Golden Jubilee international Conference, 06 October 2010'•/i'
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meticulously
matched

What you settle for is upío you. 
The bank next door is good for 
most people but ¡f you are the kind 
of person with a spirit to soar then 
you probabty need to look at a 
bank that has the resources to 
support your dreams.

When you choose DFCC, you get 
the expertise of two Banks, 
meticulously matched to give you 
all the financial help you need to 
make the most of life.

0

DFCC
B /W N K C

DFCC
Vardhina Bank

DFCC Bank is the true specialíst in 
project financing. 50 years of 
funding projects of all sizes and 
nature has made DFCC Bank the 
shming star of development 
banking. Its knowiedge, expertise 
and resources are unmatched.

DFCC Vardhana Bank takes care 
of your everyday banking needs 
from current accounts & overdrafts 
to savings & fíxed deposfts, NRFC 
accounts, LC & TR facilities, 
guáranteos, bonds, FC loans, 
short-term rupee loans and more.

Turo Banks in One
DFCC BANK

73/5, Galle Road, Colombo 3. Tetephone: 2442442 Fax: 2440376 Website:/Awww.dfccbank.conri

DFCC Vardhana Bank
73, W A D . Ramanayake Mawatha Colombo 2. Telephone: 2371371 Fax: 2371372 Websita httpyAvww.dfccvardhanabank.com
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Book publishing is about tó s lid e  into the  sea, WTOte Garrí- 
son Keillor -  Am erican author, hum orist and radio  person. 
And with it sank my heart; my heart which ticks in this 
body o f an avid reader, librarían and writer. Hopes m an- 
gled, pessim ism  o f a grey fiiture reinforced. W hat will li- 
brarians do w ithout books, asked I. O f course libraries are 
now e-libraries but how borítig they are w ithout the tradi- 
tional bookshelves holding books o f  all sizes and  contení. 
Then I told myself: “T his has happened before.” As early 
as the mid I970s, (yes, long ago) a solem n pi*onouncement 
was m ade that the book in codex form  would soon be ka- 
put, obsolete, extinct. I shivered. T he Computer h a d ju s t 
been in troduced to  libraries. M ercifully, because o f the 
residual com m itm ent to  the traditional and people real 1 y 
loving to hold a book in hand w hile read ing  in bed or the 
beach or in a train, the book is still with us and grow ing in 
numbers. So perhaps the  w am ing  on the publishing o f 
books as we know  it, soon becom ing a th ing  o f the past, 
will also be a cry o f  wolf. No, I scream  - publishing m usí 
go on. C hange is OK; we have to m ove w ith the tim es, but 
let some at least o f the oíd rem ain. I sim ply cannot read a 
newspaper off the Computer so how  a book? A nd there are 
lots like me, especially in a trad ition-bound country Iike Sri 
Lanka,

The Book Continúes

Sensible people are yet w ith us in  this w orld and m ore so in 
countries such as ours which are n o th eav ily  and totally 
com puterized. An article I read  som e years ago is  still 
lodged in my mind. T he w riter w rote that he  walked into a 
room and saw one child  at a Computer, another at a consolé 
with flashing lights, the father read ing  off a screen and the 
m other staring into her cell phone. Each was totally ab
sorbed in the bit o f techno that s/he had  in hand. And then 
in the com er was a third child  seated w ith a  book, tum ing  
the pages happily and  reading eam estly. T hat gave him  
hope, he said, as it did me.

I grew up reading like a  dem ented soul. W e had  our school 
library but it was when I m oved to C olom bo that I and my 
fam ily found plenty books to our tastes at the Colom bo 
Public Library and the British Council and Am erican Cen- 
ter libraries. As a child  I had my E nid  Blytons at the start 
and then school stories and the A nne series and Louisa M 
Alcott. Tw o favourites were: A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 
and To Kill a M ocking Bird. I never read  true rom ances 
and M ills and Boon. W ent directly to good fiction from 
children’s literature; no  young adult stuff.

Til us the love o f books, first inhaling the exciting new 
smell. then reading it and placing it on a bookshelf to  look 
at with affection each tim e it  is passed  by. T h is is one of 
the high points o f m y life. The highest was my jo in ing  the 
SLLA and  doing my library studies, com pleting the LA 
(UK) course and becom ing a  librarían. M ost glorious was 
my stint as a school librarían w here the  library was allo- 
cated a huge budget. D ue to slow ing down or having to 
keep pace with the years just w hizzing past, I shifted my 
main reading to journals, but they are in paper form, 
printed and published traditionally. No e-m ags for me, 
please.

Publishing

Wanasundera

D ifferent styles o f w riting , oven reading

T he language o f com m unicatión has changed. The younger 
generation have a vocabulary all their own, often com bin- 
ing letters and num eráis (U R  2 lderful). I t’s not only kids 
and young adults w ho use this type o f shorthand, now so 
popular w ith SM S com m unication. A friend in Singapore e 
-m ails m e th ese  cryptic sentences and m y foggy brain takes 
quite a w hile to decipher her ‘speak.’ Her latest e-mail had 
this: “U  hd  grt tim e. G d 4  u,” G ive m e any abbreviations 
and short hand but please don’t mix A rabic num eráis with 
alphabet letteirs !

W e live in literato tim es w here alm ost everyone can read, 
and do so, at least new spapers. Sri Lankans boast o f course 
o f  the country’s literacy ra te  ©f over 90 percent. People 
also blog like crazy, read  for hours o ff their little sereens, 
su rf away, and i t ’s all free, and they peruse freely, m eaning 
in a skippy m anner, these new  m odes o f literature. They’re  
not com m itted like you w ould be if  you spent Rs 1500 on a 
book.

Self-publishing

In this w orld o f advanced technology, the craze for do-it- 
yourself, laissez faire  and self- publishing, if  you want to 
write, yóü ju s t  wi*ite and publish yourself. No need to ask 
perm ission, ju s t open a  W eb site. A nd if  you w ant to w rite 
a book, you w rite it, o f course in your Computer and send it 
to Lulu.com  or B ookSurge at Amazon or Publt or ExLibris 
and you’ve got yoursel f an e-book. No problem. And that 
is the fu ture o f publishing: 18 million authors in America, 
each with an average o f 14 readers, eight o f whom are 
blood relatives. A verage annual earnings: $1.75, sums up 
Keillor.

The upside o f self-publishing is that you can write what- . 
ever you wish to. But there is a dow nside too. Everyone 
with a Computer can exercise h is/her right to read the first 
three sentences and delete th e re s t o f your writing effort. 
But if  you publish your work in the oíd fashioned way, you 
will know how  m any copies w ere sold and you can b e t ...

C o n tin u ed  on  P age 23.

-V3;'. Sri L an k a  Library Association: Golden Jubilee in te rnational Conference, 0 6  O ctober 2010



r

22

‘Witfi the Compdments of

&  A /  la n k a  T ile s  P IC
Lanka Walttile PLC

Head Office & Showrooms -

Lanka Wall tile PLC.
215. Nawala Road 
Colombo 5.

T e l: 4526700 
F a x : 4541612
E .m a il: info@ lankawalltile.lk 
W ebsite: Iankawall.com

Lanka Tiles PLC. *
3 4 /5 , W A D Ram anayake Mawatha 
Colombo 02.

T el: 2430988 
F a x : 2304410 
E .m a il: flotiles@slt.lk 
W eb s ite : w w w .lankatile.com

Kandy Showroom •

79, K atugastota Road, Kandy. 
T e l : 081-4475498 
F a x : 081-4475499

8
A

PROUD TO SUPPORT THE

SRI LANKA
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

MAKEEN
BOQKS

No. 430, Galle Road, Colombo 3.
T e l: 2375930 Fax : 2375931 
E -M a il: makeens@sltnet.lk

Ú

UC

50. Srí L an b a  Library Association: G olden Jubilee in tem atio n a l C onference, 0 6  O ctober 2010



2 3

Should we look at the Decimal Classification of 
Dewey we find that the first Form División of 
almost every Class is the philosophy of the sub
ject. Today, as a good disciple of Dewey, I wish 
to make the Philosophy of Librarianship the 
subject of my address. It may be said that the 
discovery or diseussion of a philosophy is the 
province of the philosopher. But philosophy 
cannot be taken o ver readymade. You cannot 
buy a book on "Five ways ofbecoming a phi- 
losopherAibrarian". read it in the train or bus 
and rest content that you know all about it. Ñor 
can I, by addressing you for several weeks on 
end, convey to you an adequate idea of what 
constitutes the philosophy of librarianship. I 
propose to give you the benefit of my experi- 
ence, the result of the work of a lifetime. From 
this you might distil something worthwhile to 
help you on in your career.

The Philosophy of Librarianship does not con- 
tain the Solutions to the problem of librarianship. 
It provides man or woman with the 
knowledge which can sol ve them.
No one knows all the problems, 
ñor does he know all the Solutions.
Each day brings on a fresh prob
lem, each demanding a solution.
This process vvill go on to the end 
ofourdays. A philosophy of li
brarianship cannot issue sugges- 
tions of how a librarían should be- 
have towards his public: that he 
should not be obtrusive. ñor famil
iar. ñor patronising. His behaviour 
vvill arise from a eertain atlilude to 
librarianship, society and lile. Will 
he behave according to this attitude? Behaviour 
cannot be governed by rules. It is often said that 
rules are made to be broken. How true this cyni- 
cal saying is. we librarians know too well. But 
each librarían should make his own rules gov
erned by his own experience and his attitudes.
He can exercise his own l’ree will. He is a free 
agenl. Unlike the soldier who has to render un- 
tlinching obedience to orders. without question, 
who has but to do and die; unlike the politician 
who has lo make people good volers, not good 
ihinkers and himseli think, as his party does.
The lawyer is not concerned that those with 
whom he deais - the judge. jury, witnesses or the 

- other lawyers should acquire knowledge; rather

The Philosophy of

by S. C. BLOK
Presidential address 
delivered on 14 July 1962, 
at the C.N.A.P.T. Centre, 
Colombo 7.

does he want them to accept what he says as 
truth. The pólice man has to enforce the law. 
without thinking, no matter how iniquitous, no 
matter how unreasonable the law. The parson 
musí look to his self preservation if he feels an 

opinión contrary to church doc
trine. The librarían is however iw a 
singularly happy position. -The phi
losophy that he thinks true as a
man. that philosophy he can es-

•

pouse as a professional man. His 
vocation can with reasonable cour- 
age be free from hypocrisy. Thcrc 
is, however, a limitation which he 
will have to pul on his freedom. He 
should be free from cant. be as 
catholic as possible in his tastes. 
conservative without being dog- 
matic, receptive lo change without 
being revolutionary.

The philosophy of librarianship should not vary 
with every type of library. It should not concern 
itself with the functions or limit itself by those 
functions of education or instruction. informa- 
tion, recreation and research. The philosopher's 
ideal is to inlerpret the subject matter, in this 
instance, librarianship, in the light of a single 
principie. It is this principie that we are in search 
of. If it is sound it will give character to every- 
thing else. What should be our principie or 
ideal? Thcre may be a librarían who is read y to 
grant that librarianship has some use for a phi
losophy and tries to find one for himseli. Or lio- 
may expecl to be informed by someone else

International Conference, 06 October 201050 Sri Lanha Library Association: Golden Jubilee
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what a library should aim to be. He considers it 
worthwhile to discover what is perfect and in his 
search would be glad to have the ideáis o f oth- 
ers, different though they may be. Perhaps amid 
the conflicts o f ideáis it might be possible to 
find agreement. It is therefore important that 
each o f us have our ideáis and aims as in other 
activities o f man and not be reluctant in working 
towards them. You should not be indifferent to a 
goal, an ideal or end; rather must you have some 
aim than none at all. Herein lies the way to 
achievement,

Book-collection is not everything. A book col- 
lector collects books just as a school boy col- 
lects stamps, match box labels, pictures o f film 
stars or cow- 
boys, for the 
sake o f collect- 
ing. He does 
not promote 
scholarship.
He is driven 
by the urge to 
collect. This is 
not the goal a 
philosophy of 
librarianship 
would pre
scribe. What is 
needed is a 
purpose in col- 
lecting. People 
collect pie-
tures, sculpture, coins, silver, jewellery, antique 
furniture and various other aitefacts, merely for 
the pleasure o f collecting or hoping the valué of 
their collections will increase with time. The 
philosophy we librarians subscribe to must have 
nobler intentions.

The collection o f books in a library exists for the 
sake o f ffeedom of thought. But this freedom is 
often threatened from various directions. It is 
necessary for librarians to be aware o f this threat 
and guard zealously their own and others’ right 
to think. The right o f ffeedom o f thought cannot 
be taken a way from man. He can be prevented 
from eating, sleeping, meeting or voting, but he 
cannot be prevented from thinking. The dicta- 
tor's wish is to find out what man is thinking and 
to determine what he shall think. He will never

achieve his wish o f finding out what a man 
thinks, but he will do his best to decide what 
man should think. Progress has been made in 
this direction by indirect methods. It is these 
methods that libraries are concerned with and 
have to combat; the methods that do not prevenl 
thinking, but circumvent it in various ways, so 
as to alter its quality.

Today liberty o f thought is held cheap, so is 
freedom of action. The necessity o f considering 
the rightness or wrongness o f an action is taken 
out o f the hands o f the person who performs the 
act. Take the offer and the acceptance o f a bribe 
or consideration that will influence a .person to 
perform an act, whether for good or ill. This per-

vades the whole 
social system of 
this country. WhyV 
Contrary opinión is 
not tolerated. Peo
ple tolérate what 
they ought not to. 
Man should be 
taught to think and 
judge between 
right and wrong. 
The only way to 
teach him is to de- 
velop his faculties 
so that he would 
use them. The fac
ulties require train- 
ing. Without thr 

proper nutrition a living being's organs will a iw  
phy. Without mental food man's powers of 
thinking will suffer in the same way. A man 
who could exercise his powers o f thinking 
would not be able to do so unless librarians 
place the facilities at his disposal. Once librari
ans have given carefiil thought to the provisión 
o f facilities and have made them known, without 
undue show, the duty then devolves on each in
dividual for whom the provisión is made, to 
freely avail him self o f it. The duty to read and 
think is simply one which an individual owes to 
himself. Today, I am sorry to say, men have for- 
gotten how to be happy in private. They forget 
‘silent friends’ who are waiting to be received in 
audience. The librarían could help these people 
by introducing them to these friends.
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The first m ain event o f the 50th SLLA  council was the two brochures describ ing past & present activities o f  
inauguration o f the new  w eb site (18th D ecem ber 2009). SLLA were released. A  car sticker and a second set o f 
The first set o f prom otional m aterials - Golden Jubilee posters w ere released in addition. Regional Sem inars were 
Posters - were released in January, 2010. T he GJ held  in Kandy (June), Jaffna (July), and Colom bo 
celebrations o f the SLLA was officially launched at the (August). T he 50th birthday o f SLLA  was celebrated on 
Prim e M inister's office on the 28th January 2010. From  the 28^ A ugust 2010 a t the auditorium  o f the Industrial 
the following m onth, various religious activities were Technology Institute, Colom bo, w here the association was 
cam ed  out, blessing the SLLA and its activities. In April, form ed exactly 50 years ago  (Photos Contd. to  Page 20).

Year Around 
Golden Jubilee 
Celebrations

50 Sri Lamba Library Association: Golden Jubilee international Conference, 06 October 2010



26

SLLA Golden Jubilee Posters
...continued from page 19.

Mrs. Sybil Wettasinghe, 
Creative writer and famous Sri 
Lankan children's author 
designed four attractive 
posters for the Golden Jubilee 
Anniversary of SLLA. Some 
posters not only recal 1 the age 
oíd habit of family reading, 
bul also looks at the concept 
from a difierent angle. 
Another, blends traditional 
reading material with producís 

Ms.Sybil Wettasinghe of modern technology.
The posters. which are

available in Sinhala, Tamil, and English, vvere distributed 
among public, school and other of libraries in all over the 
country. The posters are expected to remind the 
importance of reading. at the same time, carrying the 
message that SLLA is 50.

Librarians be warned!...
...continued from page 21.
that 75 percent of the buyers read your book. Self- 
publishing destroys the joy and sorrow, tears and 
smiles, the tediousness of proof reading and then the 
utter fulfilled excitement of seeing your book nicely 
bound, jacketed brilliantly and ready to be sold. That 
is indescribable! Personally I admire the martyrdom 
that writers have gone through for centuries: tortured 
geniuses, rejected by publishers, etc., etc. Those of 
us who have a book/s in print know the triáis and 
tribulations undergone and then the triumphant joy

There are plenty lucky people with a mix of reading 
-  off the Computer, on Internet or websites, and also 
published books and journals on paper with a cover 
and all. Thank goodness we are still in publishing on 
paper with ink, the publisher producing slight 
paperbacks and hard-covered tomes, even leather 
bound classics, though this is the electronic and 
information age.

Thus I make bold to say publishing as we know it -  
traditional, now advanced with technology - will not 
slide to the sea and disappear. Like the perennial 
popularity of the traditional book as we know it and 
love. publishing will go on with people type setting 
script and machines using ink to print words. 
sentences, paragraphs, chapters, incorporating 
illustrations and photographs - ON PAPER!

SLLA Golden Jubilee Póster Competition
Winning Entries .

SLLA held a Posier & School: St. Joseph's
Photography Competition 
to mark the Golden

Col lego. Colombo.
Jubilee. The following 2nd Prize (Image 4)
winners have been 
announced Poson Rooso Miranda 

Kochchikade
Open C ateg o ry School: Maris Stella
Ist Prize (Image 1) College, Negambo.

Upul Chaminda Prizes for the following
Wathukarawaththa two categories were not
Opanayake awarded.

2nd Prize (Image 2) Póster Competition - 
School Candidates -

Saroja Kumari Jayalath (Gd. I I -  I3 ) Category
Kahaduwa NOT Awarded
School C an d id a tes  
- (G rades 6 - 1 0 )

Photographic competition 
-  Open Category

lst Prize (Image 3) NOT Awarded
Isuru Sadara Miranda 
Kochchikade

50 Sri Lanka Library Association: Golden Jubilee intemational Conference, 06 October 2010
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Sr¡ Lanka Líbrary Association: Goiden Jubilee International Conference; 7-8 October 2010,
Ceylo'n Continental Hotel, Colombo 

Programóle
Theme -  'Librarles: Access to Information and Empoweríng People'

Thursday 7th October 2010
Session 1 (9.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m.)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Theme: Access to Information
(C h a ir-M r Upali Amarasirl, President, Sri Lanka Llbrary Association)
9.00 a.m. Lead Paper - 'Libraríes Driving Access to Knowledge' Dr (MS) Ellen Tise,

President, IFLA
9.35 a.m. 'Access to Information and digital divide in Sri Lanka',

Dr Ruwan Gamage, Sénior Assistant Librarian, University of Moratuwa
9.55 a.m. 'Access to information; Experiences in Maldives',

Ms. Aishath Shabana, President, Maldives Líbrary Association

11.00 a. m. to 12.30 p. m. Meetíng of the Presidents of —

Líbrary Associations in SAARC Región

Session 2 (11.00 a.m. to 12.30p.m.)
Theme: Empowerment of People
(C hair-M s. Sumana Jayasuriya, Librarían, University o f Colombo)
11.00 a.m. Lead Paper 'Empowerment of people in 21* Century',

Prof. Jayadewa Uyangoda, Dept. of Political Science and Public Policy, University of Colombo
11.35 a.m. 'Contribution of ICT in rural empowerment in Sri Lanka'

Mr L. A. Jayatissa, Librarían, University of Kelaniya
11.55 a.m. 'Free flow of Information and removal of barriers',

Ms Nanada Wanasundara, Librarían/ Journalist

Session 3 (11.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.) ParalielSession__________________________________________ '____________________________________ ____________________________

Theme; Access to Health Information
(Chair -  Dr Palitha Abeykoon, Former WHO Regional Director fo r Asia & Special Advisor, Ministry o f Health)
11.00 a.m. Lead paper 'Empowering People through Health Information',

Ms Shyamalee Thebuwana, Librarian, WHO office, Sri Lanka
11.35 a.m; 'Utilization of Epidemiological Publications among health professionals',

Ms.Kalpana Chandrasekara,Sénior Assistant Ubrarian, University of Jaffna
11.55 a.m. 'Barriers in Accessing Health Information in Sri Lanka',

Ms C M Abeygunasekara, Sénior Assistant Ubrarian, Faculty of Medicine,
University of Kelaniya

Session 4 (1.15 p.m. to 2.45 p.m.)___________________________________________

Theme: Information Llteracy
(Chair-Prof. RusseilBowden, Hony. Librarian, RASSL)
1.15 p.m. Lead Paper -  Information Literacy: New beginning for US Professionals in Sri Lanka',

Dr (Ms) Pradeepa Wijetunge, Sénior Asst Librarian, University of Colombo
1.50 p.m. Using 'Empowering 8' as a teaching module for Information Uteracy,

Mr. P.G. Premadasa, Sénior Lecturer, National Institute of Líbrary and Information Sciences 
2.10 p.m. 'Internet competencies of the distance learners; a case study at Open University of 

Sri Lanka'
Ms Damayanthi Gunasekara, Sénior Asst. Librarian, Open University of Sri Lanka
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Theme: Community Information 
(Chair-  M r Prakash Thapa, President, Nepal Library Association)
1.15 p.m. Lead Paper 'Community Information Services; A Comparative Analysis of Four Venue Types'

Ms Lilangani Wanasundara, Consulta nt.CENWOR
1.50 a.m. 'First Provincial US Project in Sri Lanka', Ms Daya Rathnayake, Chairperson,

Central Province Ubrary Services Board, Kandy
2.10 a.m., 'Role of Jaffna Public Library in Community Information Services',

M r S.Thanabalasingam, Librarían, Jaffna Public Library

Session 6, (2.45 p.m. -  4.15 p.m.)_________________________________*__________________________________

Theme: LIS Curricula Reforme
(Chair -P ro f. Jayasiri Lankage, Former Librarían, University ofKalaniya)
2.45 p.m. Lead Paper 'Changing scenario of Librarianship in Pakistán and its impact on US education'

Dr (Ms) Malahat Shervani, Head, Dept. of Library & Information Science, University of 
Karachchi, President, Pakistán Library Association

3.20 p.m. 'US Curricula Changes to suit the development needs',
Ms Shivanthi Weerasinghe, Librarían, Bank of Ceylon

3.40 p.m. 'What employers expect from US professionals in the early 21*‘ century',
M r Priyantha Weerabahu, Intel Education Programme Manager, Sri Lanka

Session 7 (2.45 p.m.-4 .15p.m.), ParallelSession_______________________________________________________

Theme: National Library Services
(Chair: Prof. Piyadasa Ranasinghe, Dept. of Ubrary and Information Science, Universiy of Kelaniya)
2.45 p.m. Lead Paper -'Dissemination of S&T Information at national level in Sri Lanka',

Ms Sunethra Perera, Head, Science Popularization Unit, National Science Foundation
3.20 p.m. 'National Bibliographic Services for Empowering Librarians & researchers',

Ms. Amara Nanayakkara, Former Head, National Bibliographic División, NLDSB
3.40 p.m. Initiatives for Building Institutional Repositories in Bangladesh using Dspace:

A new paradigm for scholarly Communications; Dr Nazin Uddin, Sénior Mnager,
Global ICDDR, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Session 5 (1.15 p.m.-2.45 p.m.) Paral leí Session_________________________________________________

Friday 8th October
Session 8, (9.00 a.m. -1 0 .3 0  p.m.)_______________________________________________________________

Theme: Indigenous Knowledge
(Chair -  Ms Aishath Shabana, President, Maldives Library Association)
9.00 a.m. Lead Paper 'Indigenous Knowledge for National Development',

Prof. Piyadasa Ranasinghe,Dept. of Ubrary and Information Science, kelaniya University
9.35 a.m. 'Indigenous Knowledge in medicine',

Mr. G R Padmasiri, Ubrarian, University of Visual & Performing Arts
9.55 a.m. 'Preserving Indigenous Knowledge',

Dr Saroja Wettasinghe, Director, Dept. of National Archives

Session 9 (9.00 a.m.-10.30 a.m.) Parallel Session___________________________________________________

Theme -  Changing Role of Library Assoclations
(Chair- M r  Dharam VeerSingh, Presiden, Indian Ubrary Association)
9.00 a.m. Lead paper 'SLLA at Fifty; A critica! look'.

Prof. Jayasiri Lankage, Former Ubrarian, University of Keleniya
9.35 a.m. 'Ubrary Education and Training role of SLLA'

• Ms Pushpamala Perera, General Secretary, SLLA
9.55 a.m. 'SLLA looking towards the future'. Ms D. Andradi, President, Elect, SLLA
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Theme - National Unity
(C h a ir-D r (Ms)  Ellen Tise, President, IFLA)
11.00 a.m. Lead Paper, 'National Unity from diversity; Role of the Libraries',

Prof. Russell Bowden, IFLA Hon Fellow, Hon. Librarían, RASSL
11.35 a.m. libraries contribution to the development of Baticaloa District of Eastern Sri Lanka', 

Ms T. Arulnandhi, Librarían, Eastern University of Sri Lanka
11.55 a.m. Role of National Library in Sri Lanka in National Unity, Ms M.A. Nalini,

Director, National Library and Documentaron Services Board

Session 10 {11.a.m to 12.30 p.m.)________________________ '______________________________ _

Session 11 (lla.m. to 12.30 p.m.) Poraflel Session_________________________________________________________________________

Theme: History of Libraries
(Chair- DrM s Maiahat Shervani, President, Pakistán Library Association)
11.00 a.m. Lead Paper 'Historical evidence in library Services in ancient Sri Lanka', 

Mr. Ashly De Vos, Architectural Consultant to H.E. the President
11.35 a.m. Development of Libraries in Nepal,

Mr Prakash Thapa, President, Nepal Library Association
11.50 a.m. 'University Library Services in Sri Lanka; Historical Perspective',

Ms. Sumana Jayasuriya, Librarían, Colombo University

Session 12 (1.15 p.m.-2.45 p.m.)
Theme: Disaster Management in LIS Field
(C hair- DrNazzin Uddin, GlobalICDDR, Bangladesh)
1.15 p.m. Lead Paper 'Sri Lanka's Palm leaf manuscripts heritage, a critical review',

Prof. Tissa Kariyawasam
1.50 p.m. 'Disaster Management in Libraries, Indian experiences,

M r Dharam Veer Singh, President Indian Library Association
2.10 p.m. 'Hikkaduwa Library Appeal' of Government Library and Information Group {GUG) of 

Cilip' Video Presentation, GUG, CILÍP, London (Tsunami Library Project)

Closing Session (3.00 p.m.-4.00 p.m.)

Messages from 
ove r seas well-wishers 
for the Golden Jubilee 
Celebrations...

I  w ish your colleagues a  very enjoyable 
celebration.

Helen Boelens - ENSIL Foundation (European 
NetWork for School Libraries and Itiformation 
Literacy)

hangratu t̂ícmsl Hat &;$$$ a ipiteatóa©, 
ppihegobdworfc.. ,*, ■ • : ‘v/;. [.

Michele Farrell,Sénior Progtam Gfficer - 
InMituté. ofMtí^ewnand Ubrary Services, 
WmMngtm,. ÍÍC , v

. v  a - r i r  i . w~iB ~

Ccmgratdla.ttGn*to the SIXA on th© 
Annlversary! May itgrow íromstrength to 
streügth. X hope the ceíebratipiíS jnvigorated all 
members to commil to the SLLA's sustaitied 
success and atteadion of new members.

Kay Raseroka - Past President IFLA

C ongratulations on 50 years o f Service to our 
profession. B est w ishes for a  happy and 
prosperous fiiture.

Donna Scheeder - Deputy Chief Information 
Officer - Congressional Research Service, 
Library ofCongress, Washington, D.C.

Congratulations on your 50th birthday! It sounds 
like you have a wonderful ceiebration planned. 
May you have another glorióus, information- 
filled 50 years. Best Wishes.

Lorraine Jackson

" %*.
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SLLA Office Bearers (2010-2011)
Presiden!: Mr.Upali.Amarasiri
General Secretary: Ms.Pushpamala Perera
Im m ediate Past President: Mr.P.B.Gallaba
President Elect: Ms. Dolitha I.D. Andradi
Vice. President: Mr. J. Rathnayake
Treasurer: Mr. Antón Nallathamby
Education Officer: Mr. G.R. Padmasiri
Asst.Edu. Officer: Mr. R.D. Anandatissa
Assistant Secretary: Ms. Kumarí Wickremesinghe
Info. & Public Relations Officer: Ms. Swarna Jayatillake
Publication Officer: Dr.Ruwan Gamage

Nominated Members for the Council

Prof. Jayasiri Lankage 
Prof. Russell Bowden
Prof. Piyadasa Ranasinghe (2nd Immediate Past President)

The Executive Committee

Ineludes the office bearers and the following nominated mem 
bers.

='J' X'

. •. t- ■ .í j . .

... ! ' * * " i ■ 1 ■■ 1 . n 1SLLA 51st Council,

Social Affairs & Public Relation Committee
Mr.R.D. Anandathissa - Convener 
Mr.Preethi Uyanage 
Ms.Geetha David 
Mr.Sirisena Kusummullage 
Mr Wijaya Premadharshana

IT Committee
Dr.Ruwan Gamage - Convener 
Mr.Taranga Ranasingha 
Mr.J.Rathnayaka 
Mr.Nimal Hettiarachchi 
Dr.Chamth Keppetiyagama

Ms. Padma Bandaranayake 
Ms. Sunethra Perera

Education Committee
Mr.G.R.Padmasiri - Education Officer/Convener
Mr.R.D. Anandathissa -  Asst. Education Officer
Dr. W. A. Weerasoor i ya
Prof.Piyadasa Ranasingha
Mr. P. Ranaweera
Ms.K. Kamalambika
Ms.Swarna Jayatillake
Ms.Deepali Tal agala
Dr K.G:D.Wimalarathne

Distance & Online Education Committee
Prof Russell Bowden - Convener 
Mrs.Deepali Talagala 
Dr.Ms. Yuki Sirimanna 
Dr.Ruwan Gamage

Publication Committee
Dr Ruwan Gamage - Convener 
Ms.Swarna Jayatillake.
Ms.Dilmani Warnasuriya 
Ms. Indrani Ponnamperuma 
Ms.Nanda Wanasundera

Information & Public Relation Committee ■
Ms.Swarna Jayatillake • Convener 
Mrs.Kumarí Wickramasingha 
Ms.Nanda Wanasundera 
Mr.R.D. Anandathissa 
Mr.S.Jayasingha 
Mr.K.P.G. Kumarasirí 
Ms.Senani Bandara

Associate & Fellowship Committee
Mr.Upali Amarasiri - Convener 
Prof.Piyadasa Ranasingha 
Ms.SJayasuríya 
Prof. Russell Bowden

Advocaey & Grievances Committee
Ms.Maheshika De Silva - Convener 
Prof Piyadasa Ranasingha 
Ms.Nalini Mallawaarachchi 
M r.PB Gallaba

Office Management & Finance Committee
Mrs.Amara Nanyakkara - Convener 
Ms.Champika Mahanthige 
Mr.Anton Nallathambi 
Ms.Pushpamala Perera

Continuous Professional Development (CPD) 
Committee
Dr.W.A.Weerasooriya - Convener 
Dr.Pradeepa Wijethunga 
Ms.Dushanthi Daniel 
Ms.Sunethra Perera

Professional Ethics Committee
Ms.Daya Rathnayake - Convener 
Prof. Jayasiri Lankage 
Ms.Kamalika Pieris 
Mr.Upali Amarasiri

Building Committee
Mr.G.M.P.B. Gallaba - Convener 
Mrs.D.LD.Andradi 
Ms.Swarna Jayathilake 
Ms.Deepali Talagala

Centre Coordinators.
Mr. Nímalasena Badulla Centre 
Ms.Kalpana chandraseker- Jaffna Centre 
Ms.Kariyawasam -  Galle Centre 
M s.T.Arulnandhy-Batticaloe Centre 
Ms.Daya Rathnayake -  Kandy Centre

Other Coordinators
Mr.Sugath Gunathilake -  Distance Education 
Mr. J. Rathnayake -  COLA Course 
Dr.Ruwan Gamage - Web Site
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Theme - National Unity
(Chair -  D r (M s) Ellen Tise, President, ¡FIA)
11.00 a.m. Lead Paper, 'National Unity from diversity; Role of the Librarles',

Prof. Russell Bowden, IFLA Hon Fellow, Hon. Librarían, RASSL
11.35 a.m. 'Libraries contribution to the development of Baticaloa District of Eastern Sri Lanka',

Ms T. Arulnandhi, Librarían, Eastern University ofSri Lanka
11.55 a.m. Role of National Library in Sri Lanka in National Unity, Ms M.A, Nalini,

Director, National Library and Documentaron Services Board

Session 11 (lla.m . to 12.30p.m.) ParallelSession_____________________________________
Theme: History of Libraries
(Chair- D rM s  M alah at Shervani, President, Pakistán Library Association)
11.00 a.m. Lead Paper 'Historical evidence in library Services in ancient Sri Lanka',

Mr. Ashly De Vos, Architeetural Consultant to H.E. the President
11.35 a.m. Development of Libraries in Nepal,

Mr Prakash Thapa, President, Nepal Library Association
11.50 a.m. 'University Library Services in Sri Lanka; Historical Perspective',

Ms. Sumana Jayasuriya, Librarían, Colombo University

Session 10 (11.a.m to 12.30p.m.)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________

Session 12 (1.15 p.m.- 2.45p.m.)
Theme: Disaster Management in LIS Fieid
(C h a ir- D rN a u in  Uddin, GlobalICDDR, Bangladesh)
1.15 p.m. Lead Paper 'Sri Lanka's Palm leaf manuscripts heritage, a critical review',

Prof. Tissa Kariyawasam
1.50 p.m. 'Disaster Management in Libraries, Indian experiences,

Mr Dharam Veer Singh, President Indian Library Association
2.10 p.m. 'Hikkaduwa Library Appeal' of Government Library and Information Group (GLIG) of

Cilip' Video Presentaron, GLIG, CILIP, London (Tsunami Library Project)

Closing Session (3.00 p.m.-4.Q0 p.m .)

M e s s a g e s  f r o r n  
o v e r s e a s  w e í b w í s h e r s  
f o r  t h e  Golden  J u b i l e e  
C e l e b r a t i o n s . . .
I wish your colleagues a very enjoyadle 
celebration.
Helen Boelens - ENSIL Foundation (European 
NetWork for School Libraries and Information 
Literacy)

Congratulations on 50 years of Service to our 
profession. Best wishes for a happy and 
prosperous fufare.
Donna Scheeder - Deputy Chief Information 
Officer - Congressional Research Service, 
Library ofCongress, Washington, D.C.

• .r n0-j0ietgpod'>99rJc. • > . 5  : ' ;
* Michele FdrmW, Sénior Offfcer-

Im titijm  o f W m e tm d ^ i^ m r y 'M r y u m , 
W a sfm g tm k & C "

Con^atnlatíons to the on t&e SGth
Anniversaryí M ay ir grow feom strbngth to 
strength. I h op eth e celebrafíons invigorated all 
membcrs to eoínmit to tibe S ÍZ A ’s sustaíned 
success and attracdon o f  new  members.

K ay R aseroka  - P ast P resident IFLA

Congratulations on your 50th birthday! It sounds 
like you have a wonderful celebration planned. 
May you have another glorious, information- 
filled 50 years. Best Wishes.
Lorraine Jackson
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SLLA Office Bearers (2010-2011)
President: Mr.Upali. Amarasiri
General Secretary: Ms.Pushpamala Perera
Im m ediate P ast President: Mr.P.B.Gallaba
President Elect: Ms. Dolitha I.D. Andradi
Vice. President: Mr. J. Rathnayake
Treasurer: Mr. Antón Naliathamby
Education Officer: Mr. G.R. Padmasiri
AssLEdu. Officer: Mr. R.D. Anandatissa
Assistant Secretary: Ms. Kumari Wickremesinghe
Info. & Public Relations Officer: Ms. Swama Jayatillake
Publication Officer: Dr.Ruwan Gamage

Nominated Members for the Council

Prof. Jayasiri Lankage 
Prof. Russell Bowden
Prof. Piyadasa Ranasinghe (2nd Immediate Past President) 

The Executive Committee

Ineludes the office bearers and the following nominated mem- 
bers.

Ms. Padma Bandaranayake 
Ms. Sunethra Perera

Education Committee
Mr.G.R.Padmasiri - Education Officer/Convener
Mr.R.D. Anandathissa -  Asst. Education Officer
Dr.W.A.Weerasooriya
Prof.Piyadasa Ranasingha
Mr. P. Ranaweera
Ms.K. Kamalambika
Ms.Swarna Jayatillake
Ms.Deepali Talagala
Dr K.G:D.Wimalarathne

Distance & Online Education Committee
Prof Russell Bowden - Convener 
Mrs.Deepali Talagala 
Dr.Ms. Yuki Sirimanna 
Dr.Ruwan Gamage

Publication Committee
Dr Ruwan Gamage - Convener 
Ms.Swarna Jayatillake 
Ms.Dilmani Wamasuriya 
Ms. Indrani Ponnamperuma 
Ms.Nanda Wanasundera

Information & Public Relation Committee
Ms.Swarna Jayatillake - Convener 
Mrs.Kumari Wickramasingha 
Ms.Nanda Wanasundera 
Mr.R.D. Anandathissa 
Mr.S.Jayasingha 
Mr.K.P.G. Kumarasirí 
Ms.Senani Bandara

Associate & Fellowship Committee
Mr.Upali Amarasiri - Convener 
Prof.Piyadasa Ranasingha 
Ms.S-Jayasuriya 
Prof. Russell Bowden

#!*£&  Slst Council,

Social Affairs & Public Relation Committee
Mr.R.D. Anandathissa - Convener 
Mr.Preethi Liyanage 
Ms.Geetha David 
Mr.Sirísena Kusummullage 
Mr Wijaya Premadharshana

IT Committee
Dr.Ruwan Gamage - Convener 
Mr.Taranga Ranasingha 
Mr.J.Rathnayaka 
Mr.Nimal Hettiarachchi 
Dr.Chamth Keppetiyagama

Advocacy & Grievances Committee
Ms.Maheshika De Silva - Convener 
Prof Piyadasa Ranasingha 
Ms.Nalini Mallawaarachchi 
Mr.P B Gallaba

Office Management & Finance Committee
Mrs.Amara Nanyakkara - Convener 
Ms.Champika Mahanthige 
Mr. Antón Nallathambi 
Ms.Pushpamala Perera

Continuous Professional Development (CPD) 
Committee
Dr.W.A.Weerasooríya - Convener 
Dr.Pradeepa Wijethunga 
Ms.Dushanthi Daniel 
Ms.Sunethra Perera

Professional Ethics Committee
Ms.Daya Rathnayake • Convener 
Prof. Jayasiri Lankage 
Ms.Kamalika Pieris 
Mr.Upali Amarasiri

Building Committee
Mr.G.M.P.B. Gallaba - Convener 
Mrs.D.LD.Andradi 
Ms.Swarna Jayathilake 
Ms.Deepali Talagala

Centre Coordinators.
Mr. Nimalasena Badulla Centre 
Ms.Kalpana chandraseker- Jaffna Céntre 
Ms.Karíyawasam -  Galle Centre 
Ms.T.Arulnandhy -  Batticaloe Céntre 
Ms.Daya Rathnayake -  Kandy Centre

Other Coordinators
Mr.Sugath Gunathilake -  Distance Education 
Mr.J. Rathnayake -  COLA Course 
Dr.Ruwan Gamage - Web Site
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Theme - National Unity
fC h a ir -D r  (Ms) Ellen Tise, President, ¡FIA)
11.00 a.m. Lead Paper, 'National Unity from diversity; Role of the Libraries',

Prof. Russell Bowden, IFLA Hon Fellow, Hon, Librarían, RASSL
11.35 a.m. 'Libraries contribution to the development of Baticaloa District of Eastern Sri Lanka', 

Ms T. Arulnandhi, Librarían, Eastern University of Sri Lanka
11.55 a.m . Role of National Library in Sri Lanka in National Unity, Ms M.A. Nalini,

Director, National Library and Documentation Services Board

Session 10 (ll.a.m  to 12.30 p.m.)________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ^

Session 11 ( l la .m . to 12.30 p.m.) ParallelSession__________________________________

Theme: History of Librarles
(Chair- Dr Ms M alah at Shervani, President, Pakistán Library Association)
11.00 a.m. Lead Paper 'Historical evidence in library Services in ancient Sri Lanka', 

Mr. Ashly De Vos, Architectural Consultant to H.E. the President
11.35 a.m. Development of Libraries in Nepal,

Mr Prakash Thapa, President, Nepal Library Association
11.50 a.m. 'University Library Services in Sri Lanka; Historical Perspective',

Ms. Suma na Jayasuriyá, Librarían, Colombo University

Session 12 {1.15 p .m -2 .4 5  p.m.)

Theme: Disaster Management in LIS Field
(C h a ir- Dr Nazzin Uddin, GlobalICDDR, Bangladesh)
1.15 p.m. Lead Paper 'Sri Lanka's Palm leaf manuscripts heritage, a critical review',

Prof. Tissa Kariyawasam
1.50 p.m. 'Disaster Management in Libraries, Indian experiences,

Mr Dharam Veer Singh, President Indian Library Association
2.10 p.m. 'Hikkaduwa Library Appeal' of Government Library and Information Group (GLiG) of

Cilip' Video Presentaron, GUG, CILIP, London (Tsunami Library Project)

Closing Session (3.00 p.m .-4.00 p.m .)

M e s s a g e s  from 
overeeae  w e l l ' - w í e h e r s  
for th e  Golden J u b i l e #  
C e l e b r a t i o n s . . .
I wish your colleagues a very enjoyable 
celebration.

Helen Boelens - ENSIL Foundation (European 
Network for School Libraries and Information 
Literacy)

Congratulations on 50 years o f Service to our 
profession. Best wishes for a happy and 
prosperous future.

Donna Scheeder - Deputy Chief Information 
Officer - Congressional Research Service, 
Library qf Congress, Washington, D.C.

r , . - " ' ‘ ’ • • _ *CtagralxúadonsrTftat isqu íte a nritestone. K§ep

M ichele F arrell, Sériior Qffie&f- .
Im É tu M $M u sem 'é® 4  ü é tiftty  S e rv im , 
W ashtogtoK  £ & • , ‘V  • ’• ' . ;
Con^aüdatíom  to tibe SIX A  on the 5©th 
Anniversafy! M ayit gfow from strength to 
strength. I hope the eelébrations invigprated all 
members to committo the SÍXA’s sustained 
success and attraction of new membeís.
K ay R aseroka - P ast P resident IFLA

Congratulations on your 50th birthday! It sounds 
like you have a wonderful celebration planned. 
May you have another glorious, information- 
filled 50 years, Best W ishes.

Lorraine Jackson
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SLLA Office Bearers (2010-2011)
President: Mr.Upali.Amarasirí
General Secretary: Ms.Pushpamala Perera
Im m ediate P ast President: Mr.P.B.Gallaba
President Elect: Ms. Dolitha l.D. Andradi
Vice. President: Mr. J. Rathnayake
Treasurer: Mr. Antón Nallathamby
Education Officer: Mr. G.R. Padmasiri
A sstE du. Officer: Mr. R.D. Anandatissa
Assistant Secretary: Ms. Kumari Wickremesinghe
Info. & Public Relations Officer: Ms. Swama JayatiIJake
Publication Officer: Dr.Ruwan Gamage

Nomínated Members for the Council

Prof. Jayasirí Lankage 
Prof. Russell Bowden
Prof. Piyadasa Ranasinghe (2nd Immediate Past President) 

The Executive Committee

Ineludes the office bearers and the following norainated mem
bers.

Ms. Padma Bandaranayake 
Ms. Sunethra Perera

Education Committee
Mr.G.R.Padmasiri - Education Officer/Convener
Mr.R.D. Anandathissa -  Asst. Education Officer
Dr.W.A.Weerasooriya
Prof. Piyadasa Ranasingha
Mr. P. Ranaweera
Ms.K. Kamalambika
Ms.Swarna Jayatillake
Ms.Deepali Talagala
Dr K.G.D.Wimalarathne

Distance & Online Education Committee
Prof Russell Bowden - Convener 
Mrs.Deepali Talagala 
Dr.Ms. Yuki Sirimanna 
Dr.Ruwan Gamage

Publication Committee
Dr Ruwan Gamage - Convener 
Ms.Swarna Jayatillake 
Ms.Dilmani Wamasuriya 
Ms. Indrani Ponnamperuma 
Ms.Nanda Wanasundera

Information & Public Relation Committee
Ms.Swarna Jayatillake - Convener 
Mrs.Kumari Wickramasingha 
Ms.Nanda Wanasundera 
Mr.R.D. Anandathissa 
Mr.S.Jayasingha 
Mr.K.P.G. Kumarasiri 
Ms.Senani Bandara

Associate & Fellowship Committee
Mr.Upali Amarasirí - Convener 
Prof.Piyadasa Ranasingha 
Ms.S.Jayasuriya 
Prof. Russell Bowden

■ SLLASlst Council,

Social Affairs & Public Relation Committee
Mr.R.D. Anandathissa - Convener 
Mr.Preethi Liyanage 
Ms.Geetha David 
Mr.Sirisena Kusummullage 
Mr Wijaya Premadharshana

I •
IT Committee
Dr.Ruwan Gamage - Convener 
Mr.Taranga Ranasingha 
Mr.J.Rathnayaka 
Mr.Nimal Hettiarachchi 
Dr.Chamth Keppetiyagama

Advocacy & Grievances Committee
Ms.Maheshika De Silva - Convener 
Prof Piyadasa Ranasingha 
Ms.Nalini Mallawaarachchi 
Mr.P B Gallaba

Office Management & Finance Committee
Mrs.Amara Nanyakkara - Convener 
Ms.Champika Mahanthige 
Mr.Anton Nallathambi 
Ms.Pushpamala Perera

Continuous Professional Development (CPD) 
Committee
Dr.W.A.Weerasooriya - Convener 
Dr.Pradeepa Wijethunga 
Ms.Dushanthi Daniel 
Ms.Sunethra Perera

Professional Ethics Committee
Ms.Daya Rathnayake - Convener 
Prof. Jayasirí Lankage 
Ms.Kamalika Pieris 
Mr.Upali Amarasirí

Building Committee
Mr.G.M.P.B. Gallaba - Convener 
Mrs.D.LD.Andradi 
Ms.Swarna Jayathilake 
Ms.Deepali Talagala

Centre Coordinators.
Mr. Nimalasena Badulla Centre 
Ms.Kalpana chandraseker- Jaffna Centre 
Ms.Kariyawasam -  Galle Centre 
Ms.T.Anilnandhy -  Batticaloe Centre 
Ms.Daya Rathnayake -  Kandy Centre

Other Coordinators
Mr.Sugath Gunathilake -  Distance Education 
MrJ.Rathnayake -  COLA Course 
Dr.Ruwan Gamage - Web Site
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N ational Librarles
Ms.Nalini Mallawaarachchi - Convener 
Mr Upali Amarasiri 
Ms Amara Nanayakkara 
Ms Ishvari Corea 
Mr.P Vidanapthirana 
Mr.G.D.Amarasiri

Public Librarles Group
Mr.Sirisena Kusummullage -  Convener 
ivlr. M D  H Jayawardene 
Mr. Ranjith Samarasena 
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Ms.Srima Suriyabandara 
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Academ ic Librarles Group
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Ms.lndra Kolonne - Convener 
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Mr.Sugath Gunathilake

Special Librarles Group
Mr.Preethi Liyanage -  Convener 
Ms. Sunethra Kariyawasam 
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Ms.Daya Rathnayake - Convener 
Mr Upali Amarasiri 
Mr Nimalasena 
Mr P B Gallaba
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Ms.Shivanthi W edasinghe  
Ms. Amara Nanayakkara 
Mr.G.R.Padmasiri 
Ms.Pradeepa Wijethunga 
Ms. Sunethra Perera

Com m em orative Volum e Task Forcé
Prof. Piyadasa Ranasinghe 
Dr.Ruwan Gamage -  Convener 
M s Dushanthi Daniel 
Ms.Swarna Jayathilake 
M sJanaki Fernando 
Ms.Maheshika De Silva 
Ms.lndrani Ponnamperuma 
Ms. Indra Ranasingha

S election  o f Golden Jub ilee Awards
Prof Jayasiri Lankage 
Ms Daya Rathnayake 
Ms Dilmani Wamasuriya 
Ms D. Andradi 
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Ms Amara Nanayakkara 
Dr W  Weerasooriya
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.The Sri Lanka Library Association has 
rendered commendable Service in improving 
the library in iras truc ture in the country.
Training librarians, research and publication 
and other professional activities carried out by 
the association, la id the necessary foundation
for the development o f  inodem libraries in Sri
Lanka.


