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1. Message from the President of the Sri Lanka Library Association (2023/24)

build upon this foundation as we move forward.

| invite each and every one of you to actively engage in shaping the future of our association. Let us collaborate,
share knowledge, and support one another as we embark on this journey to uplift the standards of our
profession. Together, we can not only adapt to this 'new normal' but also create a brighter future for the Sri
Lanka Library Association and the communities we serve.

Preethi Liyanage President,
Sri Lanka Library Association (2023/24)

| am delighted to share that the Sri Lanka Library Association is looking over a strategic
plan to unite, support, and empower information professionals across our nation's
libraries in the years ahead. To meet the evolving demands of our profession, we are
introducing a brand-new user experience that will make it easier for our members to
assess their capabilities, track their progress, and identify areas for improvement. This
updated standard, combined with the latest technology, will facilitate our efforts to
deliver enhanced services and stay ahead of the changing information landscape.

| firmly believe that by embracing innovation and working together as a cohesive
community, we can overcome any challenge that comes our way. Our past achievements
showcase the unity and professionalism that define the Sri Lanka Library Association, and it is vital for us to
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4. Scholarly Enlightenment

Workshop on SLLA Action Plan: Strengthening the Sri Lanka Library Association

The Workshop on the SLLA (Sri Lanka Library
Association) Action Plan was conducted by Dr. R.
D. Ananda Tissa, Acting Librarian at Gampaha
Wickramarachchi  University of Indigenous
Medicine, on 2" September 2023. The
workshop on the SLLA Action Plan aimed to
provide council members with a deeper
understanding of the association's functions,
history, membership, and responsibilities. By
fostering collaboration, knowledge exchange,
and professional development, the Sri Lanka
Library Association seeks to strengthen the field
of Library and Information Science and enhance libraries in the country.

Workshop highlights and reflections:

Dr. Ananda discussed the crucial role of professional associations in Library and Information Science, highlighting
their significance in promoting collaboration and knowledge sharing among professionals. Participants gained
insight into the functions of professional associations, which encompass setting standards, promoting
educational programs, facilitating cooperation, and safeguarding the rights of librarians and information
scientists.

The workshop provided an overview of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA), its historical contributions to the
field, and the governing regulations emphasizing ethical conduct. Membership categories, including full, student,
and institutional membership, were explained, along with their associated benefits and privileges.

Additionally, the responsibilities of council members in advancing the association's objectives and the SLLA
Action Plan, aiming to establish itself as a center of excellence, were discussed. The plan emphasized an educated
and proactive membership and collaboration with stakeholders. The mission of the SLLA was summarized,
focusing on library education, professional standards, cooperation, and shaping the future of library services in

Sri Lanka. -
Membershipbﬁv; =
BTy
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5. SLLA Education Programme

Awareness Workshop for Teachers of Sri Lanka Library Association

To obtain the National Vocational Qualification (NVQ) stipulated by
the Tertiary and Vocational Commission, the Sri Lanka Library
Association has to follow certain rules and regulations in conducting
courses as well as maintaining study centers. The education
committee organized an awareness program for the lecturers who
are engaged in the academic affairs of the association. The program
was held on 16%" September 2023 from 9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. in the
Auditorium of the Sri Lanka Library Association.

—
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The facilitator of this program was Mrs. Niluka Rajapakse, Assistant
Director (Registration) of the Tertiary and Vocational Education
Commission. She explained the criteria recommended by the Tertiary
and Professional Education Commission. To obtain credit ratings relevant to the NVQ level, it is essential to
increase the number of lecture hours as well as practical training sessions.

Students enrolled in this course will have the opportunity to enhance their theoretical knowledge and practical
experience by actively participating in assignments. As such, students enrolled will have theoretical knowledge
and practical experience once assignments are completed.

Mrs. Priyani Balasooriya
Education Officer

6. Unlocking Synergy: SLLA’s Partnership and Alliances

Sri Lankan Nominees for International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions

IFLA called for nominations for over 800 positions in its committees in January 2023. SLLA following members for
04 committees.

Management of Library Associations- Ms. Deepali Talagala
Asia-Oceania Regional Division Committee —Mr. T. Ramanan
Education and Training — Dr. G.R. Padmasiri

CPD and workplace learning — Ms. Shivanthi Weerasinghe

Mr T. Ramanan was selected for 2 years and Ms. Deepali Talagala for 4 years through a secret voting system to
represent SLLA.

© Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA)
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7. Information and Public Relations Committee: Events

SDG user awareness program: 86ed 80z 600 2050

@ 63wz 97 Fom - Ol
IPRO Convener Mrs. T.M.C. Hansamali and SDG Committee Convener 56&6 8@& SO

Dr. Premila Gamage organized a Zoom session with the title of “Bcesc
80 5000w S~ on 11" August 2023 from 08. PM to 09.30 PM. The
invited Resource Person was Mrs. Kanchana Weerkoon, Founder
Member of the Eco-Friendly Voluntary Organization.

270723 ¢
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The main objective of this program was to educate participants and Q I w -

the general public in incorporating Sustainable Development Goals Meeting ID: 811 8404 5627

i X ) ZOOIM Passcode: 046375

into day-to-day life. Mrs. T.M. C. Hansamali Thennakoon, the . . " [m]i [=]
. . o . . ttps: .gOV. 3

Convener IPRO Committee designed the flyer and published it ) hng;%;fvﬁi\ﬁajk

through social media. Also, the IPRO committee members promoted

the session on their social media platforms. More than 50 participants

joined the session via Zoom platform. Recordings of the session can

be accessed via the SLLA LK YouTube channel.

=]
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SANKATHANA programme: y2s3ded yeddes : quu®s 830857 @920
©od® efe® P - 23 08 Eomrdi®
SALACHECCO R eeNOLRAO RO YOl IPRO Convener Mrs. T.M.C. Hansamali organized a “ Sankathana
2023 5o@Rd @ 11 eO8 E» Public Lecture Series No - 23” with the title of “ y@siRed ye®dew :
G0 08. 00 &O 09. 30 EE codOw BRORS 8990” on 11 September 2023 from 08.00 PM To
/’ 9.30PM. Mr. Uditha Alahakoon, Senior Assistant Librarian, NILIS,
( & \| cBo gewenis ewm University of Colombo was the resource person. This Session was
Vi oF580 & ¢ ged . . . .
\'U’)/}, d?;iégéﬁo@%j%ﬁfgfggm s moderated by Dr. Saman K. lllangarathne, Senior Assistant Librarian,
== mes SECe® at Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. The main objective of this program
was to convey the role of Sinhala Literature and Fictions in
| ®Obe 8. 6. geedsie developing critical thinking. More than 35 participants joined
N/ 08380 @O0 gtiomeaidus X . X X

' ceso DeeBemes virtually. Recordings of the session can be accessed via the SLLA LK
' YouTube channel. Mrs. T.M.C. Hansamali Thennakoon, the Convener
IPRO Committee designed the session flyer and published it via social
[=] % [w] media platforms. Other IPRO Members participated in the session

Meeting Link: https://shorturl.at/txyRS H . g q q .
Meeting ID: 854 4889 1469 and published the session flyer on their social media.

Passcode: 774666 -
Ofs

eDOROT B BHTs LEISUM BILY , B i HUDDIE LoEks
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SAJANA SMRUTHI programme

Celebrating the Birth Anniversary of Veteran Librarian, Prof. V.B. Dorkumbura

B8 Eun glome ©eeer @
A U ORIST BevsE RS
=7 Sri Lanka Library Association

IPRO Convener, Mrs. T.M.C. Hansamali, recently

organized a virtual session called "Sajana Smruthi" to

commemorate the 92" birth anniversary of the renowned & @""’:3 95’:{’@ “‘2’93 2:3”"5”

librarian, Prof. V.B. Dorkumbura. The session took place Zws Mg Syl ypan
20222179 - Zozm &

from 08.30 PM to 09.30 PM and was conducted via the

Zoom platform aéa s@aa

The invited resource person for this esteemed event was 59 gdomexdss
. . . B0bs 8.9. 6266
Dr. R. D. Ananda Tissa, the Past President of the Sri Lanka 92 D S50 &» SOGL®

Library Association (SLLA). Assisting in moderating the
session was Mr. Sandruwan Liyanaarchchi, who is
attached to the National Library of Sri Lanka.

So@BG
POBe pb. 8. pade e
R g q 808 sonss
During the programme, the participants engaged in v

& o™ ntomE Bo®dG @
discussions highlighting the remarkable contributions of
Prof. V.B. Dorakumbura to the Sri Lankan library field. The 606000
. ) o / 560 Bomodd ZOOM ONLINE MEETING
resource person provided an in-depth description of the y 9 ZOOM LINK - SHORTURL.AT/IMFR1
life and achievements of Professor Wijeratne Bandara B - emORGE & B BOBOm DBQO EAAESEST&%'ED.;%%?SF 8235
. & @o» HEomE e :
Dorakumbura (1931-2012). Prof. Dorakumbura, a retired
librarian from the University of Sri Jayawardenepura, holds the distinction of being the first librarian to hold the position
of Vice-Chancellor in a Sri Lankan university. Additionally, he served as the former High Commissioner to Pakistan and
held the esteemed position of the fourth, sixth, and ninth president of the Sri Lanka Library Association. Prof.

Dorakumbura is renowned as a scholarly professional who has made significant contributions to the field.

The session was attended by more than 65 participants via the Zoom platform, and for those who missed it, recordings
of the session are available on the SLLA LK YouTube channel.

8. Libraries: Workshops training programmes & Outreach activities
8.1 Public Libraries: Workshops training programmes & Outreach activities
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5BROCHH @C® 0nIH® HpedBur wwid BB OO wdELL 9EE® weyd B wewo Green Expert City 2022-
2031 587 e3:080 31O BwordOm WS .
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BJH5T HOOBY oedBw ewwd BEsT DeFENTBNWRD OB YemEE OB Fwmoer 0dend 2023.08.15 O m

G0®® I C&. IO PedBw 91D eCHO DYLB PwBCECH OVrI®w B8xY AE yodned A YeE evdm
B5ym000 D& WEwBB®, dEE wy BBDcwDewsy @Wrn ¢t ¥uEIE @D Cae® wuhm BHCe®

808 <nsY Dedt0BNWD OWHm 3edHEE @tdDw IDW B wWMmOens I C8.
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b. Colombo Public Library: Workshops training programmes & Outreach activities
» Workshop on “Skill Development Training for Children & Parents”
This workshop was held on 1%t July 2023 in the auditorium of the Colombo Public Library. Mr. Indika
Kariyawasam, a human skills development training consultant, gave practical training on how to develop the
human skills and personality of children. It was possible to build a good relationship between children and

parents and give an understanding of the right way to success and the directions that the child should be
interested in.

» Workshop on “Awareness about Mental lliness”

The awareness workshop was about “Alzheimer's and Dementia”, which have been identified as common
mental illnesses today.

A workshop was held on 8™ July 2023 in Colombo Public Library premises with the contribution of the Lanka
Alzheimer's Foundation and Asia Foundation. Library staff as well as especially Senior Citizen readers also
participated in this workshop.

» “Computer Coding” Training Programme

A practical training workshop on “Computer Programming and Computer Program Design” was conducted
in July 2023 for children and Teenage readers associated with Colombo Public Library. This is held on the
second Saturday of every month in the Colombo Public Library.

© Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA)
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“Maker Space” Workshop for Children

A practical workshop to raise awareness about the “Use of Technology for Children Inventions” was held in

July 2023 in the Children's section of the Colombo Public Library. This event was supported and guided by
“Igniter Space” Institute.

» Workshop on “KOHA Software System”

A Workshop on “Koha Software System” for the library staff was held on 21 July 2023 in the E-Library of the
Colombo Public Library.

The staff of the main library and all the branch libraries participated in this. Resource contribution was made
by the staff of “Ceymac” Institute.

> An Exercise and Medical Workshop for Senior Citizens
An Exercise and Medical Workshop for Senior Citizens was held on 22" July 2023 at the Senior Citizens Section

of the Colombo Public Library. In order to develop the strength of Adults, programs such as puzzle filling, chain
pulling, Sudoku, etc., were implemented on this day.

© Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA)
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The classes of the 4" batch of the “Spoken English Course” (Spoken English @ Colombo Public Library — SEPL)
conducted by the Colombo Public Library started on 14t August 2023.

This time it consists of several groups. Among them, there were 5 types of spoken English classes (aged
between 10-14 and above 19 years), and a program called “Book Club” (for Kids and teens) was held in the last
week of every month to develop reading skills.

This is a three-month course conducted by Volunteer Teachers.

“Fundamental Computer Course”

A Fundamental Computer Course for the readers of the Lending section was
started on the 22" of August 2023 in the E-library of the Colombo Public
Library.

This course is conducted by
Library Staff. Basically, teaching

about how to use a computer and ﬂ
its components is done here.

“Music Course*

A Music Course for the readers of the Children's section was started on 24" August 2023 with the participation
of the children members of the Colombo Public Library.

This course was conducted by the staff of the Public Assistance Department of the Colombo Municipal Council.
The prlmary purpose of this was to help children develop their artistic/ entertaining skills.

© Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA)
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» Workshop on “Persian Language Course”

The Persian Language Course organized with the Colombo Public Library and the Iranian Cultural Center was
started on 28" August 2023, in the Public Library premises in Colombo.

There is no age limit for the course. Here all four areas of writing, reading, listening, and speaking are taught.
The teaching is done by an officer of the Iranian Cultural Center.

> Awareness Legal Workshop on “How the existing Law of the country affects the Public”

The awareness Legal Workshop on “How the existing Law of the country affects the Public” was held on the
26% of August 2023 in the auditorium of the Colombo Public Library. This was organized under the auspices
of the Colombo Public Library Writers and Readers Association.

> Workshop on “Mental Wellness”

A "Mental Wellness" workshop organized by the Colombo Public Library Writers' Readers Forum was also
held in the E-Library on 17t" September 2023.

A valuable workshop was held that day on how to properly maintain mental health and its importance. This
was conducted by psychologist Mrs. Maya Dissanayake. '

© Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA)




Vol 40, Issue | (Jul-Sep-2023) ISSN 1391-2531

8.2 Academic Libraries: Workshops training programmes & Outreach activities

a. University of Jaffna: ‘Prison Library project’ at the Jaffna Remand Prison - Library

'Prison Library Project' at the Jaffna Remand Prison is an important community outreach initiative undertaken
by the Library of the University of Jaffna. This activity was led by Mr. R. Kupeshan, Senior Assistant Librarian
and Coordinator of Community Outreach Activities, and a team comprising of eight members engaged in
organizing the respective library specifically for prisoners at the Jaffna Remand Prison. This endeavor carried
out from August 2022 to March 2023, marked a significant milestone in their community engagement efforts.
Through the project, a collection of 2,500 reading materials, including books, reference sources, serials,
pamphlets, and leaflets were technically processed and organized. Additionally, infrastructure facilities were
developed with the support of philanthropists and well-wishers. An operational mechanism was also devised
to address the information needs of the inmates. The inaugural ceremony for the 'Prison Library' took place
on April 8, 2023, with Professor S. Srisatkunarajah, Vice Chancellor of the University of Jaffna, as the Chief
Guest.

=11}

i

b. Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka: Workshops training programmes & Outreach activities

» Pre-conference workshop on “Redefining university rankings: the crucial role of libraries and

e-repositories in the digital age”
A pre-conference workshop was organized in hybrid mode by the library, SUSL on 13t September 2023 from
9.00 am -12.00 pm by Mr. M.A. Kasun Munasinghe, Interactive Media Librarian, (Assistant Librarian),

University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka at the auditorium /Faculty of Geomatics -SUSL. This event was in parallel to

PRE- COKFERENCE
WORISHOP

9t International Conference of Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka to explore and

demonstrate the significant impact of university libraries and e-repositories on

—_—
O™ INTERNATIONAL ' &
CONFERENCE

OF
SABARAGAMUWA UNIVERSITY
OF SRI LANKA

REDEHNlNE z strategies to harness the power of these resources, effectively increasing academic

enhancing university web rankings in the digital era; to equip participants with

visibility and reputation online; to increase the awareness on maintaining

. individual academic profiles and disseminate new knowledge among others.

WEDNESDAY  aup
13™ SEPTEMBER s
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» Pre-conference workshop on “ResBaz: Upskill your digital research practice”

PRE- CONFERENCE
A pre-conference workshop was organized by the library, SUSL on 28t (]

September 2023 from 9.00 am -11.00 am by Dr. (Mrs.) Namali Suraweera, e'=s
Senior Lecturer, Dept. of Library and Information Science, Faculty of Social [P

! #FNCOF e\ S|

. . . . . . . §ABARACMOWK‘“W€EHTV—
Sciences, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka and currently working as an academic | =5 a2
L

T A <«
i l.‘

developer, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand and Dr. Rana Daoud, | , ¢

Academic Developer, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand via ZOOM.

This event was in parallel to the 9% International Conference of Sabaragamuwa
University of Sri Lanka to address the skills gap, promoting digital and data
literacy, facilitating collaboration and interdisciplinary research, advocating for
open science practices, and enhancing research productivity and impact in an increasingly technology-driven
research landscape. The Research Bazaar (ResBaz) is a worldwide festival promoting digital literacy at the
center of modern research. This session covered tips and tricks for staying up to date with literature,
introduced digital tools to use in research, and discussed ways of communicating research in the media,

including online presence.

» Plazz Café Project of SUSL library

Plazz café is a new project introduced by the library/SUSL in
collaboration with the Department of Social Sciences, Faculty
of Social Sciences and Languages/SUSL to make an open
discussion among SUSL community. The 1t session was held
on 07™ September 2023 from 3.00 — 5.00 pm at Prof.
Dayananda Somasundara auditorium.

The resource person was senior translator, Mr. Chulananda

Samaranayake for the scholarly discussion on “Reading
Effectively”.
» Community Outreach: Awareness sessions and library visits at SUSL library

The library SUSL conducted several awareness sessions for the students at the following schools.

e St. Mary’s College, Hambanthota — on 07t July 2023

e Gamunupura Maha Vidyalaya, , Mahiyanganaya —on 21°t July 2023
e R/ Gairanagama Vidyalaya, Gurubavilagama , Balangoda — on 21 July 2023
® R/ Ferguson High School, Rathanapura —on 31 July 2023
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Mrs. T.N. Neighsoorei, the librarian, Dr. Manjula
Wijewickrama, Senior Assistant Librarian and Mr. Kusala
Fernando, Senior Assistant Librarian served as resource
persons in these sessions to introduce the library, its
functions and formations, services of KOHA library
management system, newly introduced library services,
sections, projects and effective use of social media to
promote the library.

» Awareness workshop on the Green Library concept

2"4 workshop conducted by the LQAC: Awareness of Green Library concept (Green Library Project) was
successfully held on 19t July 2023 from 9.00 a.m. to 12.00 p.m. at the Staff Development Center,
Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka. The objectives of the session were to aware the SUSL library staff
about the green concept, the green library concept, to introduce the green model developed for university
libraries, and to highlight the green initiatives to practice in the university library. This was a free and open

session for anyone interested in this topic and online participants actively attended the session.

WORKSHOP SERIES -2023
LIBRARY QUALITY ASSURANCE CELL-SUSL

GREEN LIBRARY CONCEPT ¥

GREEN LIBRARY PROJECT
WEDNESDAY
19 JULY 2023

v, TIME
08.00 AM-12.00 PM

VENUE
STAFF DEVELOPMENT
CENTER- SUSL

Via ZOOM
Meating ID: 690 3183 B354

Passcode: |qac2GLW*

> Awareness workshop on "Innovative pedagogies and academic literacy"

The Library Quality Assurance Cell (LQAC) has organized its 3@ awareness
workshop on "Innovative pedagogies and academic literacy" on 29t" August 2023
from 09.00 am-12.00 pm at the Staff Development Center, Sabaragamuwa
University of Sri Lanka. Dr. (Mrs.) M.D.N.M.U. Mahawatta, Senior Lecturer, Dept.

of Marketing Management, Faculty of Management Studies, SUSL was the

resource person. The objective was to aware the SUSL staff on academic literacy

and innovative pedagogies. This was free and open session for anyone interested

in this topic and online participants were actively attended in the session.
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» LQAC webinar series on “Al Horizons: Exploring the Frontiers of Artificial Intelligence”, Sabaragamuwa

University Library

Library Quality Assurance Cell,

The library quality assurance cell has planned t0 IR dd

1st webinar

conduct the LQAC webinar series on “Al Horizons:
Introduction to

Exploring the Frontiers of Artificial Intelligence” ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE

unravelling the basics

due to the timely importance and requests

received from library users. This free and online KasimMorasinge .
MY i Ko 84 Kty e

webinar series is open for anyone who is
interested in this topic.

This will function as a community development programme and a national service as well. The webinar
series includes 6 sessions. The first webinar “Introduction to Artificial Intelligence: unravelling the basics”
was conducted by Mr. Kasun Munasinghe, Assistant Librarian, University of Kelaniya on 22"¢ August 2023

from 9.00 am to 12.00 pm via Zoom.

C. South Eastern University of Sri Lanka: Workshops training programmes & Outreach activities

» Empowering Libraries with the Power of Research

The South Eastern University of Sri Lanka (SEUSL) libraries have extended their community outreach services to the
libraries across the Ampara district by establishing a Library & Information Network under the umbrella of SEUSL
libraries. This library and information network has been named ‘South Eastern Regional Library & Information Network
(SERLIN), Sri Lanka’. SERLIN has been officially launched by the Vice-Chancellor Prof. Rameez Aboobucker at the 27t
Founder’s Day celebrations of the university on 23" October, 2023. As an initiative, a book donation was performed

with the support of YM.Trust Australia.

LY Yoze) > ®e00
REDMI NOTE 10 PRO | RAGAVAN . REDMI NOTE 10 PRO | RAGAVAN

SEUSL Libraries have included two capacity-building programmes for SERLIN members. One of the programme was
conducted on 19%, August 2023 at the Seminar Hall of Main Library on “Empowering Libraries with the Power of
Research”. Mr. M.M. Rifaudeen, the University Librarian of South Eastern University of Sri Lanka, chaired this

training programme. Prof. (Dr.) Rameez Aboobucker graced the occasion by participating as the Chief Guest of the

Inaugural session. Dr. W. Jeyeraj, Librarian of Eastern University, Sri Lanka also participated and graced the occasion

as Guest of Honour. Altogether 38 librarians from public, school, and college libraries took part in the
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programme and benefitted. Dr. R.Balasubramani, Associate Professor, Dept. of Library & Information Science,
Bharathidasan University, India, and Mr. R. Maheshwaran, Librarian, University of Peradeniya shared their
knowledge and skills by facilitating the sessions as resource persons. Following the training programme, SEUSL
libraries donated a set of valuable books, to each participating library which was sponsored by Y.M.Trust, Australia.
A book written by former Media Director Mr. V. Mathialagan on “Sollatha Seithikal” was also donated to the
participants. Dr. M.M.Mashroofa, Senior Assistant Librarian (Coordinator, SERLIN) coordinated this capacity-building

programme.

8.3 National Libraries: Workshops, Training programmes & Outreach activities

a. One-Day Workshop on Library Management:

# Cataloguing and Classification in Koha Database (Tamil medium)
& held on 6% July 2023 participated 119 participants actively.

The National Library & Documentation Services Board conducted the 2nd International Research
Conference of the National Library of Sri Lanka (ICNATLIB 2023) in collaboration with the Asia & Oceania
Section of IFLA, SLTC Research University, and Information Communication Technology Agency of Sri Lanka

(ICTA) on 8th September 2023 at the National Library, Colombo.

© Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA)



Vol 40, Issue | (Jul-Sep-2023) ISSN 1391-2531

ICNATLIB 2023 is the second of its series which is annually organized by the Library Research Division to
provide an excellent opportunity for researchers to discuss the issues and challenges relating to the fields of
Library & Information Science and Social Sciences. The conference provided a platform for gathering a pool of
academics, professionals, researchers and students to share and discuss new knowledge created in the field
that will positively reinforce the functionality of library field. The theme of this year’s conference
“Transformation of Libraries in the Digital Era" was chosen to address many aspects of the growing importance
of the value of digitalization of libraries in the country. The conference sub-themes focused on E-resource
Management and Digital world, Workforce in Digital Transformation, Social Development, Education & Digital

Transformation, SDGs, libraries & Digitalization and Emerging technologies: New trends and issues.

Dr. Ajantha Atukorale, Director of University of Colombo School of Computing was the Chief Guest while Eng.
Prof. Gihan Dias, Department of Computer Science and Engineering, University of Moratuwa was invited to
deliver the keynote address. A large number of participants representing public, academic, school and special
libraries attended the conference. The conference was cherished with presentations of about sixteen selected
research papers covering a wide range of subjects relevant to the theme of the conference. They were
presented in two technical sessions chaired by experts in research arena, such as Emeritus Prof. K. A. P.
Siddhisena from Department of Demography, University of Colombo, Dr. Wathmanel Seneviratne, Librarian,
General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University, Mrs. Deepali Talagala, Library Consultant: IFLA MLAS Member
Sri Lanka and Mrs. Padma Bandaranayake Director, National Library & Documentation Center. The valedictory
address was delivered by Mrs. Deepali Talagala and Mrs. Padma Bandaranayake. The inspiring presentations
and fruitful discussions were conducted in a high-level platform for formulating possible guidelines for future

development.
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Bridging the Gap: The Crucial Responsibility of Libraries in Closing the Digital Divide

C.N.D. Punchihewa

Senior Assistant Librarian
University of Moratuwa

Introduction

Access to knowledge is a fundamental right in a world that is becoming more and more digital. However, not
everyone has the same level of access to the amount of information that is available online. The gap between
those who have access to technology and the Internet and those who do not is known as the "digital divide,"
and it is a major issue in today's society (Agili & Moghaddam, 2008; Russell & Huang, 2009). Libraries, who
have always promoted equal access to information, are stepping up to the plate to help close this gap and

make sure that no one is left behind in the digital era.

The digital divide is not just about having or not having a computer or Internet connection. It is also about the
ability to use technology effectively. It encompasses disparities in digital literacy, skills, and opportunities. For

many, the divide represents barriers to education, employment opportunities, and social prospects.

Libraries serve as crucial resources for providing access to technology and helping individuals develop the
necessary digital skills. They offer free computer and Internet access, as well as workshops and classes to teach
people how to navigate the digital world. Additionally, libraries often serve as community hubs, providing a
safe and inclusive space for individuals to learn and explore technology. Libraries offer different services that

empower individuals to overcome the barriers of the digital divide and improve their lives.

Access to Digital Devices

There are probably items other than books on the shelves when we enter a modern library. The missions of
libraries cannot now be carried out without public computing centers. Providing public computers and
workstations with software for various tasks (e.g., word processing, spreadsheets, browsing and searching)
allows people without personal computers to use digital tools and applications at the library. They level the
playing field for job seekers, students, and anybody looking for digital resources by providing free access to

computers and high-speed Internet connections.
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Figure 1
Computer Laboratory Facilities at Library, University of Moratuwa

For example, modern libraries have computer stations set up with Internet access and productivity software
for patrons to use. Some libraries offer loaner devices such as laptops and tablets to patrons, ensuring that
even those without personal technology can benefit from online resources. This allows job seekers to search
for employment opportunities, students to access educational resources online, and anyone in need of digital
resources to freely browse and download information. Additionally, these public computing facilities offer
necessary tools for individuals who may not have access to computers or the Internet at home, leveling the

playing field and promoting equal opportunities for all.

Digital Literacy Initiatives

Without the necessary digital literacy and skills, individuals may struggle to navigate the digital world and fully
participate in today's society. This can result in limited access to educational resources and online learning
platforms, hindering their ability to acquire new knowledge and skills. Furthermore, the digital divide can
create a significant disadvantage in the job market, as many employers now require basic digital skills for even
entry-level positions. Those who lack these skills may find themselves excluded from employment
opportunities and trapped in a cycle of poverty.

Figure 2
Workshops on Information Searching for Undergraduate & Postgraduate Students at the Library, University of Moratuwa

Recognizing that access alone is not enough, libraries are also focusing on digital literacy. Libraries can offer

digital literacy workshops and training programs to teach people essential computer skills,
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internet safety, online research, and how to use software and applications. This empowers the patrons to
navigate the digital landscape confidently. From basic computer skills to online safety and advanced coding
courses, libraries are nurturing digital literacy at all levels. For example, a library could offer a workshop on
basic computer skills for senior citizens who are new to technology, teaching them how to use email and
browse the Internet. Also, they could provide advanced training courses for teenagers interested in pursuing

careers in technology, equipping them with the skills needed to thrive in a digital world.
Providing Free Internet Access

In an era where Internet access is akin to a lifeline, libraries have innovated further by providing Internet
access for their patrons, as many individuals lack Internet access at home due to financial constraints. Libraries
offer free Internet access, allowing people to connect with the digital world, search for jobs, complete online
forms, and access educational resources. This simple act can be transformative, enabling users to access the
Internet and expanding opportunities for those without reliable home Internet connections, especially in
underserved rural areas. For example, a low-income student who cannot afford the Internet at home can visit
the library to research and complete assignments, enhancing their educational opportunities. Additionally, a
job seeker facing financial difficulties can utilize the library's internet to search for employment opportunities,

submit online applications, and attend virtual interviews.
Curating Digital Collections

Libraries offer access to a large number of e-books, digital magazines, and online databases. This ensures that
patrons have access to a vast collection of digital information and resources, even if they can't afford physical

copies or online subscriptions.

Table 1
Total Subscription Cost (S) for Online Databases at the Library, University of Moratuwa (2015-2020)

80000
70000
60000

50000
40000
30000
20000
10000 I I I I
| B n [ B -

0
2015 2016 0_);[Re9](0) 2018 2019 2020

Total Cost (%)

B ACH Digital Library DB M Grove Art Online DB M IEEE DB Science Direct DB M Scopus DB

© Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA)




Vol 40, Issue | (Jul-Sep-2023) ISSN 1391-2531

A student who cannot afford to purchase expensive textbooks can use e-books from the library's online
collection, allowing them to study and complete assignments without financial burden. Additionally,
individuals interested in research or learning new skills can access online databases and resources provided
by the library, enabling them to expand their knowledge and stay updated on current information in various
fields. Table 1 displays the total subscription cost that was spent for five databases during 2015-2020 by the

library, University of Moratuwa.

Providing Technical Assistance

Also, librarians can provide tech support and guidance to patrons, helping them troubleshoot issues with
computers, smartphones, and other digital devices. This support is invaluable for individuals who may not
have someone else to turn to for help. Librarians are knowledgeable about various operating systems,
software applications, and online resources, allowing them to assist patrons with a wide range of tech-related
problems. From setting up email accounts to navigating social media platforms, librarians can empower

individuals to become more confident and independent when using technology.

Collaboration with Nonprofit and Government Organizations

Libraries can partner with nonprofit organizations and government agencies to provide additional resources
and support for digital inclusion initiatives. By collaborating with nonprofits and government agencies,
libraries can expand their reach and impact in the community. Nonprofits can offer expertise and funding
opportunities to enhance digital literacy programs at libraries, while government agencies can provide access
to grants and resources to further support these initiatives. This partnership can help bridge the digital divide
and ensure that all members of the community have the necessary skills and resources to participate in an

increasingly digital world.

Conclusion

In the digital age, access to information is synonymous with empowerment. Libraries are at the forefront of
efforts to bridge the digital divide, providing access, education, and support to ensure that no one is left
behind. Their commitment to inclusive information access embodies the belief that, in the 21st century,
everyone should have the tools they need to thrive in an increasingly digital world. The work of libraries in this

regard not only serves their communities but also reflects a broader commitment to social equity and justice.
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Can the Sri Lankan academic and research libraries assist in the promotion of inventions,
innovations, and patenting process?

Harshani N. K. Dissanayake
Senior Assistant Librarian, Agriculture Library,
University of Peradeniya

Introduction

Patents form a segment of intellectual property. There are different kinds of properties that belong to people.
They can be either movable properties like vehicles, furniture, etc., or immovable properties like buildings,
lands, etc. If a person owns a property, another person cannot use it without the owner’s permission.
Creations of the human mind are called intellectual properties. The creator owns the property. Patents,
trademarks, industrial designs, and copyrights belong to intellectual property. The present article mainly
focuses on patents.

Patent granting process

A patent is granted for an invention, in general, a novel way of doing something, or offers a solution for a
technical problem. Therefore, an invention is a solution to a problem achieved through research or
experiments related to science and technology. The result of an invention can be either a product or a process.
Therefore, inventions and innovations too fall into Intellectual property. The inventor gets the legal ownership
of their inventions from the government as a patent. The inventor has to disclose his findings and make an
application to the National Intellectual Property Office of Sri Lanka (NIPO) to obtain the patent. The applicant
must prepare a document containing a detailed description of his/her invention. In order to obtain a patent,
the invention should be novel and consist of an inventive step and an industrial application. In Sri Lanka, the
legal protection given for a patent is 20 years. The national patent offices of all the countries in the world
collect patent documents, prepare databases, and make them available to the public.

Patent information services

The universities and research institutes conduct research and development work in their respective
institutions. New inventions can emerge as a result of research activities. The Sri Lankan universities have set
up Business Linkage, Innovation, Incubation and Technology Transfer Offices (BLII-TTO) to support inventors
in managing the process of patenting, negotiating the technology transfer process and licensing, and
promoting technology based- entrepreneurship. The National Science Foundation also has set up a Patent
Help Desk to advise and support the inventors. University of Moratuwa has set up a Technology and Innovation
Support Centre (TISC) and the university library also support the centre in providing services such as
conducting patent searches and prior art searches. NIPO acts as the focal point of TISC in Sri Lanka and
universities, other higher educational institutes and research institutes have set up TISCs in their
organizations.

The academic and research institutes have obtained many national and international patents for their
inventions. The patented products such as Kitual Activation and Sap Production and Enhancing Reagent
(KASPER) developed by Industrial Technology Institute, Bio clean detergent by University of Colombo, Nano
mask by the University of Peradeniya, Process for time-indexed traffic light system and

© Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA)




Vol 40, Issue | (Jul-Sep-2023) ISSN 1391-2531

manufactured the same by the University of Moratuwa, and nano nitrogen liquid fertilizer by Sri Lanka
Institute of Nano Technology (SLINTEC) are some of the well-known inventions.

According to NIPO statistics, the number of resident patent applications submitted by local applicants shows
an increasing trend. Encouraging the inventors by providing necessary information is important at this stage.

No. of patent applications submitted by local applicants from 1995 to 2020 (Table 1)

1995-2001 2002-2008 2009-2015 2016-2022

No. of Applications 570 1000 1723 2019

When researchers think of innovation and direct their Research & Development mission to commercialization
and industrialization, the use of patents becomes important. In technology-focused research, patent
information is needed during different stages of the research process. At each stage of the research process
needs arise for specific kinds of information. At the very early stage while conducting the literature search in
indexing and abstracting services and journal databases it is important to conduct a thorough patent search
relevant to the technology. This will help the researcher to understand the development trends in a particular
technology to plan the research work. During the research process, it is important to search the patent
documents regularly to track the newly developed patents which would be helpful to inspire the innovative
thinking of the researcher. After completing the research, the researchers have to check the patentability of
their findings or the prior art by consulting the patent literature.

The libraries as information and knowledge providers can assist the academics and researchers in their
respective institutions in this process, using the free patent databases e.g. Patentscope database of World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), Espacenet of European Patent Office (EPO) and other information
resources such as online journals and databases. The database of NIPO is not available online yet but any
researcher can consult the database by visiting the office in Colombo.

Academic and research libraries in developed countries provide patent information services and other related
services for researchers. The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) and other selected libraries
have set up Patent and Trademark Depository Libraries (PTDL) to disseminate patent Information. The
selection was made if the library and information professionals are trained in providing information services
focused on user needs and whether they house non-patent information which is also useful for researchers
and inventors. Patent librarians in PTDLs are trained to provide patent and trademark search services to faculty
researchers, inventors, students and other interested parties. They also can guide the users in prior art
searches, conduct awareness programmes etc., in searching the patent information resources. The PTDLs are
later developed to become Patent and Trade Mark Resource Centres (PTRC) attached to USPTO.

In China, the National IP Administration with the support of Ministry of Education decided to implement IP
Information Service Centres (IPISC) for universities. These Centres are affiliated with university libraries. The
types of IPISC services are novelty retrieval, IP training and patent information dissemination services. The
librarians work in a collaborative manner with research groups and assist to find patent information. This is
known as embedded patent information services. This helps the researchers to make maximum use of patent
information which will help them to become more and more innovative. Some of the tasks carried out by the
Chinese university librarians are ;

Patent retrieval services-to assist researchers to identify the novelty of a specific technological product or
process before applying for a patent.
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Patent Alert Service -Assist researchers in finding the latest information for the development of a technology.
This would help the researchers to adjust their research planning.

Patent Analysis Service - To make aware the researchers in new development trends of a specific technology
as well as the relevant industries related to the technology. This service helps to explore relevant basic and
fundamental technologies, hotspots and emerging technologies, gaps in technologies and identify key
inventors, organizations and stakeholders.

Patent Literacy Education - Library regularly organizes patent literacy workshops in order to enhance
university members’ patent retrieval and analytical skills.

At present the library of Moratuwa University is actively involved in providing patent searchers to researchers
and industrialists. The other libraries attached to universities and research institutes also have free patent
databases on their web pages to provide services to researchers in their organizations as well as the outside
community. However, there is no documentary evidence for the systematic involvement of libraries in
providing patent information to researchers at different stages of their research work leading to inventions.
The libraries can support the researchers of their organizations as well as the outside industrial community to
obtain necessary information in a systematic manner to pursue their activities in an innovative manner. The
library staff should be trained for this purpose.

The patents that have lapsed the validity period have no ownership and the technologies can be used freely.
The importance of conducting research leading to inventions, patenting, and commercializing the products to
start new industries is becoming more and more important for a country like Sri Lanka to overcome the
present economic crisis. The librarians also can play a major role as information providers in this process.
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Sri Lanka Journals Online (SLJOL) as a Platform for Scholarly Journal Publications
by State Universities of Sri Lanka

T. M. Seneviratne ! K. P. N. D. Peiris 2
Senior Assistant Librarian Senior Assistant Librarian
University of Moratuwa University of Peradeniya

Scholarly journal publishing in Sri Lanka has come a long way since the inception of the first periodical, "The
Ceylon Government Gazette," in 1802, which included selected scientific papers presented at the Ceylon
Literary Society (Yapa, 2011). According to historical records, the "Journal of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal
Asiatic Society" is considered the first scholarly journal in Sri Lanka. The establishment of University College in
1921 marked the beginning of expanded research and publishing, leading to the creation of the "Ceylon
Journal of Science," which served various branches of science. In 1943, the first university-affiliated
publication, the "University of Ceylon Review," provided a platform for other academic subjects. Yapa (2011),
in her article titled "The Historical Development of Sri Lankan Scholarly Journal Publishing (1845 — 2010),"
indicated that Sri Lankan universities produced the highest number of publications in the 1980s.

The year 2008 represents a significant milestone in the history of scholarly journal publishing in Sri Lanka with
the establishment of Sri Lanka Journals Online (SLJOL), dedicated to promoting indigenous scholarship
(National Science Foundation, 2023). SLJOL, a primary web-based journal platform, was initiated under the
"Programme for the Enhancement of Research Information" (PERI), which later became "Strengthening
Research and Knowledge Systems" (SRKS) under the purview of the "International Network for the Availability
of Scientific Publications" (INASP), United Kingdom. The SLIOL platform was developed using the Open Journal
Systems created by the Canadian Public Knowledge Project (PKP), enabling indexing through Open Archives
Initiative search engines dedicated to research. The University of Colombo pioneered the establishment of
this platform. Since 2013, the National Science Library and Resource Centre (NSLRC) of the National Science
Foundation has taken responsibility under the supervision of INASP. NSLRC has had total administrative
responsibility for SLJOL since March 2018 (Wanigasinghe, 2017). What began with six journals at its inception
has grown into 129 journals with 2,263 issues, encompassing 19,637 articles to date (National Science
Foundation, 2023). SLIOL now enjoys both local and global viewership, serving as a comprehensive database
of all journals published in Sri Lanka (Wanasinghe 2017). Despite the limited number of studies conducted on
SLJOL, Ranasinghe and Chung (2019) elaborated on the characteristics of open-access journal publishing, with
special reference to SLIOL. They found that 48% of open-access journals were published by academic
institutes. However, no study has been conducted to assess the contribution of state universities to open-
access publishing on SLJOL.

As of August 2023, sixty-five journals (50.4%) out of the 129 journals hosted on SLIOL originate from
state universities (see Table 1 and Figure 1), with their publication frequencies depicted in Figure 2.
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Wangasinghe (2017) noted that SLIOL covers a broad spectrum of academic disciplines, while
Ranasinghe and Chung (2019) observed that academic institutes tend to publish more journals related
to subjects other than medicine.

Table 1: Scholarly Journal Publications by State Universities as of August 2023

University Journal Title

Eastern University, Sri Lanka AGRIEAST: Journal of Agricultural Sciences
Journal of Science

KDU Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies

OUSL Journal

Sri Lanka Journal of Management Studies
Journal of Management Matters

Sri Lankan Journal of Agriculture and Ecosystems

General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University
Open University of Sri Lanka

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka

Asian Journal of Management Studies

Journal of Agricultural Sciences — Sri Lanka

Journal of Geospatial Surveying

Sabaragamuwa University Journal

South Asian Journal of Tourism and Hospitality

Sri Lanka Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities

South Eastern University of Sri Lanka Journal of Management

University of Colombo Ceylon Journal of Medical Science

Colombo Business Journal

Colombo Journal of Multi-Disciplinary Research

International Journal on Advances in ICT for Emerging Regions (ICTer)
Journal of Agro-Technology and Rural Sciences

Journal of the Postgraduate Institute of Medicine

Sri Lankan Journal of Librarianship and Information Management
Sri Lanka Journal of Critical Care

University of Colombo Review

International Journal of Accounting and Business Finance

Journal of Business Studies

Journal of Dry Zone Agriculture

Vingnanam Journal of Science

International Journal of Accountancy

Journal of Business and Technology

Journal of Science of the University of Kelaniya

Kalyani: Journal of the University of Kelaniya

Kelaniya Journal of Human Resource Management

Kelaniya Journal of Management

South Asian Journal of Finance

Sri Lanka Journal of Marketing

TRIVALENT Besoges: Journal of Archaeology, Tourism & Anthropology
Cities People Places: An International Journal on Urban Environments
FARU Journal

Bhumi, The Planning Research Journal*

Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka

University of Jaffna

University of Kelaniya

University of Moratuwa

*In Collaboration with La Trobe University, Australia
University of Peradeniya

Ceylon Journal of Science (Biological Sciences)
Ceylon Journal of Science

Peradeniya Management Review

Sri Lanka Journal of Forensic Medicine, Science & Law
Sri Lanka Journal of the Humanities

Sri Lankan Journal of Health Sciences

Tropical Agricultural Research

Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Review
Journal of the University of Ruhuna

Ruhuna Journal of Science

South Asian Journal of Business Insights

Tropical Agricultural Research and Extension
International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies
Journal of Health Sciences and Innovative Research
Sri Lankan Journal of Human Resource Management
Vidyodaya Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
Vidyodaya Journal of Management

Vidyodaya Journal of Science

Journal of Music Research

University of Ruhuna

University of Sri Jayewardenepura

University of Visual and Performing Arts
Uva Wellassa University
Wayamba University of Sri Lanka

Journal of Agriculture and Value Addition

Journal of Accountancy and Finance
Journal of Food and Agriculture

Sri Lankan Journal of Banking and Finance
Wayamba Journal of Animal Science
Wayamba Journal of Management
Applied Economics & Business
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Figure 1: University-wise Scholarly Input in SLJOL
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The current composition of the broad subjects catered to by university publications is depicted in Figure 3,
where journals related to 'Management' hold a significant share at 30.76%. Content analysis revealed that
98.5% of the journals (64) are published exclusively in English, while 1.5% (1) are published in English, Sinhala
and Tamil. Despite most journals being published in English, only 33.9% of them invite international authors.
Furthermore, it is noteworthy that 86.1% of the journals are included in other publishing services such as
Scopus, Web of Science, Directory of Open Access Journals, Zoological Records, etc. Since 2016, journals in
SLIOL have been assessed by INASP by an internationally recognized Journal Publishing Practices and
Standards (JPPS) framework (Wanasinghe, 2017). JPPS ranks journals into six categories, and Table 2 shows
the ranks obtained by university-affiliated scholarly journals. Nearly 30% of the journals received a “Star”
statusand 30.8% of the journal titles are working towards achieving a JPPS status. Although three journal titles
are currently inactive, current issues of 30 journals (46.1%) are accessible on SLJOL. Notably, none of the
university-affiliated journals are indexed in Science Citation Index, Social Science Citation Index, or Science
Citation Index Expanded. Wickramasinghe (2018) also noted that the research output of Sri Lankan academics
in indexed journals remains low, despite most state universities publishing local scholarly journals. Librarians
must be proactive in collaborating with all stakeholders to raise the standards of local scholarly journals. Local
journals play a vital role in promoting and disseminating indigenous scholarship, which ultimately informs
policy and practice in the context of national development (Ranasinghe et al., 2011).

The impact of Sri Lanka Journals Online over the span of 15 years, from 2008 to 2023, is immeasurable. It has
been a transformative journey that exceeds mere statistics and numbers. This platform has played an
indispensable role in shaping the academic landscape in Sri Lanka and beyond.
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10. Library In Focus: Introduction of a Library

The Heart of the Campus: Looking into the CINEC Library

Poornika Sandamali Chandrawansha
Chief Librarian

Colombo International Nautical and Engineering College

When it first established itself as a higher education institute, CINEC Campus was a specialized education
provider in the field of maritime sciences. Later on, as it diversified and branched off into other fields of
disciplines, the campus became a much more sophisticated learning environment. It entered the international
community with the implementation of maritime academies in Fiji and the Seychelles. Within Sri Lanka alone,
there are three branches of the campus providing different diplomas, undergraduate degrees, and
postgraduate degrees. It is no easy task to manage the academic work of all these personnel. However, this
immense task of management and information dissemination has been taken on by the dedicated staff of the
CINEC Library.

With a mission to provide high-quality service for the staff, students, and researchers to satisfy their request
for knowledge, the CINEC Library has become the heart of academics on campus. Since its implementation, it
has strived to create a conductive environment for learning, teaching, and intellectual advancement by
establishing synergies between knowledge, education, and research.

A Look at the Staff

All responsibilities fulfilled by the CINEC library would be impossible if not for the dedicated staff of the library.
Itincludes chief librarian Mrs. P.Sandamali Chandrawansha, assistant librarian Ms. W.R.N. Indrachapa, research
assistant Ms. V.U.M.D. Kumari, and senior library assistant Mr. Shanaka Madhushan Wijerathna.
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Services of the Library

The library, at first, played its part by supporting the
academics of undergraduates of the Marine
Engineering and Marine Sciences, but later on, as the
campus began diversifying into six faculties of
different subject disciplines, it became a hot spot of
knowledge. It has an impressive collection of books,
periodicals, dissertations, among other resources an
undergraduate might need for this very reason. It also
initiated its journey into the digital age by integrating
online databases such as e-libraryUSA, IMRST Online
Database (for Marine Engineering), and IEEE Explore
into its vast collection.

One of the most prominent services the library provides to undergraduates and staff is maintaining a record of
past papers from all faculties. Allowing copies of collected past papers to be borrowed by students for
photocopying and simultaneously uploading them to the DSpace System as PDF files has been quite useful.

The indexing service is also an important part of what the CINEC library provides. It is used to assign descriptors
and other kinds of access points to documents. While this service is mostly relied on by computer programs
today, the CINEC library utilizes it particularly for journal indexes.

The library also utilizes the Koha Online Public Access Catalogue in remarkable collaboration with the Open
University of Sri Lanka. It has helped not only undergraduates and academic staff at CINEC Campus but also
undergraduates and academics around the country, as it has allowed unparalleled access to the CINEC library
catalog.

Itis an unrefuted fact that the CINEC library is not only the heart of academics on campus but also an admirable
intra-campus initiative. One of these initiatives is the CINEC Academic Journal, the publication that allows
academics of CINEC at the Campus to publish their research. Reviewed by an external panel of expert
academics, it is a highly standardized academic journal that has been at the forefront of private university
academic publications.

Orientation programs for first-year undergraduates and foundation students of all faculties are also organized
and carried out by the staff of the CINEC library. The knowledge given to students during this program helps
them immensely during their years on campus.

Editing of additional publications, along with the CINEC Newsletter, the tri-monthly publication that conveys
news items about the campus to the general public, also takes place within the library. The Chief Librarian, Mrs.
P.Sandamali Chandrawansha, acts as chief editor of CINEC Publications and collaborates with students to make
these publications a reality and allow students to be trained in writing and journalistic passions.

Apart from being a figurehead of CINEC academics, Mrs. P.Sandamali Chandrawansha has managed to make
the library an essential part of the campus by becoming a member of many intra-campus committees,
including, but not limited to, the CINEC Society Linkage Cell, the Safety Management Committee, and the
Environmental Management Team. She is also involved in the sports sector of the campus as the MIC of CINEC
Basketball team.

The library also welcomes trainee students from different universities around the country, showcasing
once again the willingness of the staff to create opportunities for young professionals in library
sciences to gain experience.
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A Final Note

As the learning resource center of one of the leading higher education providers in the country, the CINEC
library acts not only as an effective information disseminator but also as a safe environment, fostering young
minds that will eventually become leaders of the nation.

11. Building Bridges through Education

a. The “NETHRA” Books Donation Progamme- Department of Library and
Information Science, University of Kelaniya

Department of Library and Information Science, University of Kelaniya has launched a continuing programme
of donating books and stationeries to underprivileged schools carefully selected with the full consultation of
Provincial Directors of Education in each province of Sri Lanka. The name of this program is NETHRA and it is
carried out with the help of local and foreign donors. Already, three such programmes have been successfully
conducted in three provinces in Sri Lanka, the first one in Sabaragamuwa , the second one in North Central
Province and the third one in North Central Province of Sri Lanka. With the supervision of Senior Professor
Nilanthi De Silva, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka and the leadership of Senior
Professor M.K.Weerasingh, the current Head of the Department of Library and Information Science, University
of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka could launch the first book donation programme at Maduwanwala Colony College, on 11

th January 2022 is a great task of providing valuable books to the children of nations.

The first phase of the above social mission was the donation of books and school equipment to 40 difficult
schools in the Embilipitiya education zone, which started at Maduwanwala Colony College with the
coordination of Sabaragamuwa Provincial Education Director Mr Sepala Kuruppuarachchi. It was a momentous

day for the children and they eagerly participated in the Nethra event to receive their books as gifts.

The Nethra second book donation programme was launched on June 08, 2022, at Theldinnanwewa School in

Dambulla in North Central Province with the purpose of donating books and stationeries to selected schools in
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the area in coordinating with North Central Provincial Education Director Mrs. W.M.N. Ekanayaka. Under this,

a number of 40 schools received books and stationeries.

The third programme was conducted at Palaviya Maha Vidyalaya in Putthalam in North Western Province on
25 May 2023. This event has been organized in conjunction with the 50th Anniversary celebration of the
Department of Library and Information Science Senior Professor M.K. Weerasinghe the present Head of the
Department and Senior Professor W.A. Weerasooriya including staff of the Department have participated in
the occasion. The fourth Book donation programme will be conducted in Uva province in January 2024. For the
success of this programme, the Jaya TV Channel the media sponsor provides great support in publishing,

collecting donations and offering media coverage under its Samaja Pilisarana programme. All donors including

the other groups who support this entire programme a success deserve special appreciation.

;
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b. MoU between the University of Kelaniya and the Central Bank of Sri Lanka

An MoU was signed between the University of Kelaniya and the Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL) at the Office

of Vice-Chancellor, University of Kelaniya on 16th June 2023.

This MoU was signed as a collaborative venture to offer training for Library and Information Science (LIS)
graduates of the Department of Library and Information Science (DLIS) University of Kelaniya, via Library and
Information Centre (LIC) attached to the Central Bank of Sri Lanka. Other objectives of this training

opportunity are to develop skills of LIS graduates in Library automation, database management,
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use of KOHA software and to study technical services. In addition to that, the LIS graduates will have a golden
opportunity to apprehend the valuable reference sources, rich collections of works and other databases of

the LIC, Central Bank of Sri Lanka.

Senior Prof. Nilanthi de Silva, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Kelaniya, Prof M.M. Gunatilaka Dean, Faculty
of Social Sciences, Mr. K. K. K. Dharmathilake, the Registrar of the university, Senior Prof. M.K. Weerasinghe,
Head, Department of Library and Information Science, Senior professor W.A. Weerasooriya DLIS and Mrs. M
K Jayawardena Acting Director, Department of Communications BSL, Mrs. Anusha Librarian, LIC, CBSL, Mr.

Trevine Bastians LIC, CBSL participated in the event.

c. Opening of Mr. T.G. Piyadasa Premises

The Department of Library and Information Science (DLIS) of the University of Kelaniya which was established

in 1973 celebrated its 50th Anniversary in 2023.

In order to mark the anniversary year, Senior Professor Nilanthi De Silva, the Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Kelaniya launched an anniversary logo. An additional premise called T.G. Piyadasa Premises offered by the

Librarian of the University of Kelaniya was also added to the DLIS as the first respected activity.

Launching of anniversary year planner, ICLIM web, VIDYARTHI Journal web, student Journal pustakala vidya,

and casting of three videos were accomplished at this event.

Following the event was a meeting presided over by Senior Professor Nilanthi de Silva at the Staff
Development Centre of the university. Present at the occasion were Professor M. M. Gunathilake, Dean of the
Faculty of Social Sciences, Dr. C. C. Jayasundara, Librarian of the University of Kelaniya, Professor M. K.
Weerasinghe, Head of DLIS, Deans of faculties, Heads of Departments, academic staff, members of the DLIS
Alumni, undergraduates, and other invitees. The relatives of the late Mr. T. G. Piyadasa the founding Librarian

of the university who was a pioneer in DLIS also participated in this occasion.
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d. Celebration of Golden Jubilee of Department of Library and Information Science,

University of Kelaniya: Pirith Chanting Ceremony and Almsgiving

A Pirith chanting ceremony and almsgiving for the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the Department

of Library and Information Science, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Kelaniya was held on the 18" and

19t of August 2023 respectively at the departmental premises.

It was held with the objective of commemorating and offering blessings for deceased academic, and non-
academic staff members and the alumni of the department and the university. The Pirith chanting was
organized under the pious patronage of Welamitiyawe Gnanarathana Nayaka Thero. Almsgiving was presided

over by Rev. Senior Professor Induragare Dhammarathana Thero who also made a very valuable sermon.
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12. Publications

» Ms. Thrishala Warnasooriya, Assistant Librarian, SUSL presented a research paper on “Developing a
Conceptual Framework for Digital Transformation (DT) of Readers Services in Sabaragamuwa University

Library of Sri Lanka” at the 7th IRCUWU2023 organized by Uva Wellassa University on 17" August 2023.

» Mr. Kusala Fernando, Senior Assistant Librarian, and Ms. Thrishala Warnasooriya, Assistant Librarian,
SUSL presented a research paper on “Adopting Artificial Intelligence for Digital Transformation of
University Libraries: A Review” at the 7th IRCUWU2023 organized by Uva Wellassa University on 17t
August 2023.

13. Book Launch

> Bolgoda Ecosystem: A Selected Bibliography

“The Bolgoda Ecosystem — A Selected Bibliography” is a platform
that connects both published and unpublished scholarly work
related to the Bolgoda region until the end of the year 2022. It
presents a variety of selected references available via search
engines, electronic databases, institutional repositories,
catalogues with online public access, shadow libraries, etc.
organized under 12 categories. This delicately groomed
compilation also consists of an Author Index, Corporate Author

BOLLEA
ECOSYSTEM

A Selected Bibliography

Index, Subject Index, and Title Index for the convenience of
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referencing.
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Bolgoda is the largest natural freshwater lake embedded to a
widespread wetland system in the Western Province of Sri Lanka.
It is considered as “one of the first wetland cities in the world by
Ramsar Convention Secretariat” in 2018 and also been listed in the “1001 Natural Wonders of the World:
You Must See Before You Die”, published in 2017 by Michael Bright (Ed.) due to its ecological, social, and
economic significance. Unfortunately, Bolgoda has also been included in the “Threatened Lakes of the Year
2018” by the Global Nature Fund (2022). Undoubtedly being a natural laboratory with unlimited access and
opportunities for those with a scholarly interest, Bolgoda is a welcome prospect for neighbouring academic
entities to explore and develop an awareness of much of the unseen, untouched, or continuously neglected
elements. Therefore, this bibliographic compilation is a timely product to facilitate the continuation of
scholarly developments with accountable links to the past, for an environmentally sensitive region that has
been diversely utilized.
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The Bolgoda Ecosystem is a compilation by Dr. Chulantha Jayawardena, a Senior Lecturer from the
Department of Earth Resources Engineering, and Ms. Thushari Seneviratne, Senior Assistant Librarian from
the University of Moratuwa Library. The bibliography is an outcome of the attempts made by them to find
information on Bolgoda and its associations to construct an article for the Bolgoda Plains Research
Magazine published by the Faculty of Graduate Studies of the University of Moratuwa. Hence, on 24 July
2023, the first copy of the book was presented to Prof. Ajith de Alwis the Dean, of the Faculty of Graduate
Studies, who initiated the Bolgoda Plains Research Magazine and also motivated the compilers towards
publishing the book.

Compilers secured the “Vijita de Silva Research Award 2023” presented by the Sri Lanka Library Association
for their collaborative initiatives on enhancing the awareness of Bolgoda environments.

14. Forthcoming Events

Academic Libraries Convener: Ms.Thushara Wanasinghe

Proposed short course and webinar for LIS professionals.

No of
S/N |Course Time Medium days
Basic Statistics for LIS professionals November- December
! including SPSS - 2 Hours per day 2023. Sinhala Medium 3
Tamil Medium 3
Basics of Library Automation for LIS
2 Professionals-2 Hours per day January —February 2024 |Sinhala Medium 3
Tamil Medium
Excelling in RESEARCH: Important steps
3 |to writing & present your Sinhala Medium
research’ 2 Hours per day March-Aprilc2024. Tamil Medium 4

Webinar on Qualitative data analysis
and literature review through NVivo
4  |Mr.Shantha Rooban —Senior Assistant
Librarian —Eastern University of Sri
Lanka May-24 Tamil Medium 2 Hours
Indigenous knowledge in education

Dr.CK Gamage Senior Assistant
Librarian-Institute of Indigenous
Medicine May-24 Sinhala 2 Hours
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OPA Center, 275/75,
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