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Digital Reading
Introduction

During the civilization of human beings, our ancestors used signs, signals, and sound to communicate.
Then language was revolutionized to communicate among persons. While language was emerging
people tried to document information by using clay tablets, papyrus leaves, olaleaves, bamboo,
mulberry bark, linen, hemp, plant fibers, etc., to usethe information for learning and scholarly
activities. Since then they started to read. Paper was invented by a Chinese scholar Ts’ai Luan of
China (105 AD) and in 1056 first paper mill was built in Spain. Johannes Guttenberg invented the
printing machine in 1450 and established Guttenberg Press in 1455. Since then literary works, have
tremendously grown and people quench their thirst for learning by utilizing reading paper-based
printed materials. Reading is considered one of the essential activities of human life.

Reading develops a good spirit, attitude, vocabulary and language power, creativity, knowledge, and
skills. But, nowadays teachers and parents worry about the decline of reading habits among youngsters
and school children. Furthermore, librarians worry about the diminishing nature of reading printed
materials housed in libraries. Especially, public librarians say that older people still use to visit the
library and read, but rarely the youngsters. Therefore, serious attention should be paid to the
decreasing nature of reading habits among the younger generations. Librarians are in a position to find
alternative approaches to motivate reading. Since 2000, electronic materials have come to the stage
and slowly replacing print materials. Hence there is a need for acquiring such electronic materials and
guiding patrons toward effective online
reading.

Librarians, teachers, and parents should
understand the nature of the present
generation. Who are our children? What are
their habits? What are their preferences? Are
we coping with their needs and wants? Is it
alright for the generation gap between our
children and us to influence their reading
habits? No, never.

Our children are born in digital
environments. According to Prensky (2001),

Source:: https://blog.sift.com/10-things-need-know-digital-
natives/

they are known as ‘digital natives. They are fond of technical devices, digital technology, and online
reading materials. But, their parents, teachers, and librarians may not digital natives, they might
havebeen born a generation before the digital natives. We use to give them reading materials from
printed textbooks, magazines, and stories. They are reluctant to see dense text-based printed materials
and conventional-style tables and chairs. Therefore it is vital to explore their preferences and to
migrate as digital immigrants. Then only librarians can be committed to the needs and want of the
digital natives. Even if we introduce them to electronic devices they use them for various other
purposes.
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Tema Therefore, librarians must instruct the children that
DIGITAL

TMMIGRANT TaM A computers, tabs, smartphones, laptops, and Internet
DI&ITAL NATIVE

are not only made for entertainment but also learning.
These devices are mainly made for learning, rather
than playing games and watching films,
communication, and other entertainment. Children
should be properly guided to utilize these resources
for learning purposes. Even they can use them for
leisure reading. Parents and teachers should inculcate
digital reading habits among the digital natives.
Librarians can motivate their patrons todo the digital
reading.The introduction of digital resources has
brought about significant transformations in reading
practice and behavior.

Source:
https://sites.google.com/site/elps710/readings
---curriculum/digital-natives-digital-immigrants

What is digital reading?

Digital reading is a kind of screen-based reading. Nordquist (2017) In Lim and Toh (2020) defines it
as follows.

“Digital reading is ‘the process of extracting information from a text that is on a digital device’ —
computers, tablets, mobile phones, and e-readers. The process may be mediated by reading
applications (e.g. iBooks on the iPad).”

This definition simply says as extracting information from digital devices is digital reading whilst
Buccellati (2008) In Lim and Toh (2020) says digital reading is not only reading digital text but also
reading images, audio, video, and animation. He has indicated as “these multimodal digital texts can
include e-books, social media communication, and articles on websites”.

This screen-based reading behavior is characterized by spending more time on browsing and scanning,
keyword spotting, one-time reading, nonlinear reading, and reading more selectively. There is a
common criticism of digital reading as this gives eye strains, short attention span, fragmented and less
comprehension. Nevertheless, the advantages of digital reading overweighing paper-based reading,
and the shallow ideas of such critics. Due to the powerful online culture that penetrates the digital
natives, positive attention is essential towards digital reading by considering the advantages such as
interactivity, nonlinearity, and immediacy of accessing information, storing, distributing, retrieving,
annotating, highlighting, and navigating are possible.
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Conclusion and Recommendation

There are ample reading materials freely available via Open Access, but as Sri Lanka faces a financial
crisis, subscription to electronic materials may not be possible. Librarians can guide their patrons
towards Open Access Books, Open Access Journals, virtual libraries, institutional repositories, and

subject gateways to find materials for digital reading. Digital reading competency is essential for e-
learning.A few links are given below to access electronic resources.

1. National Digital Library and repository of Sri Lanka, developed by the National Library &
Documentation Services Board (NLDSB): http://diglib.natlib.lk/

2. Knowledge Repository of National Science Foundation : http://www.nsf.ac.lk/index.php/science-
for-all

3. To read materials in the Tamil language: https://noolaham.org/

4. To read materials in the Sinhala language : https://kathuwaraya.com

5. Asia Foundation Children Library:https://asiafoundation.org/what-we-do/books-for-asia/lets-
read/https://www.letsreadasia.org/

6. Directory of Open Access Journals: https://doaj.org/

7. Directory of Open Access Books: https://www.doabooks.org/

This feature article recommends empowering readers by giving intuitive and natural reading
experiences in an online environment. Digital reading should be developed as an everyday practice as
the Net generation, Millenials, and post-Millenials have been “born digitally”.
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libraries and information services
A Compendium of library legislation in Sri Lanka Mrs. Yanika Nandasena
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RECOMMENDED CODE FOR THE DLIS/ HDPLIS TRANSCRIPTS

DLIS - Diploma in Library and Information Science

DLIS 101 Librarianship

DLIS 102 Organization of Information: Cataloguing
DLIS 103 Organization of Information: Classification
DLIS 104 Library Resources and Services

HDIPLISI Higher Diploma in Library and Information Science - level 1

HDIP 201 Library and Information Services

HDIP 202 Organization of Information: Cataloguing & Classification
HDIP 203 Office and Library Management
HDIP 204 Information & Communication Technology

HDIP 205 Compilation of a Bibliography / Index - project

HDIPLIS - II Higher Diploma in Library and Information Science - level 11

HDIP 301 Library and Information Services

HDIP 302 Organization of Information: Indexing & Retrieval — Indexing & Retrieval
HDIP 303 Management

HDIP 304 Library Automation

HDIP 305 Research methods - Project
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The Importance of Formal and Informal
Education for Success in Life

Date -19t* March 2022
Time - 8.00 PM : 9.00 PM

Mr Ruwan Gallage L B\ Dr.S.K.llangarathne
Past President, [ | Senior Assistant Librarian,
Past Secretary, Rajarata University of
Past Treasurer of OPA -~ Sri Lanka

Via @
shorturl.at/kEZ19

838 5903 2245
374096

Organized By T
SLLA Information & Public Relation Committee » YouTube stla [k
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Sri Lanka Library Association

Organization of Professional Associations
Sri Lanka Professional Centre
275/75, Stanley WijesundaraMawatha, Colombo 07.
Sri Lanka
Tel/Fax: +94-11-2589103

Email: info@slla.lk

- SLLA Newsletter —
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