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Inauguration of Diploma in Library and Information Science (DLIS) 2023/2024 Batch

The inaugural ceremony of the Library and Information Science Diploma Course conducted by the Sri Lanka
Library Association was held on 27™ January 2024 in the Auditorium of the National Library and
Documentation Services Board. Mr. Preethi Liyanage, President, Mrs. Varuni Gangabadaarachchi, General
Secretary Dr. Ruwan Gamage nominated member of the Council, Mrs. Priyani Balsooriya, Education Officer,
Ms. K.N. Samanthi, Treasurer and several members of the council of the SLLA and several teaching staff

participated.

Dr. Ruwan Gamage highlighted the importance of transitioning to online education given the prevailing
economic conditions in Sri Lanka. Following this, the Education Officer explained the course structure and the
array of higher education prospects and job opportunities awaiting students upon course completion.

Accomplished students from the Batch 2022/2023 shared their experiences with incoming students,

underscoring the advantages they gained from participating in the course.

Priyani Balsooriya, Education Officer/SLLA/ 2023/2024
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Dr. Udaya Cabral, Assistant Director (Conservator) of the National Library and Documentation Services Board,
has been appointed as a member of the Cultural Heritage Advisory Committee (CCH) of the of the IFLA with
effect from 13" March 2024, for the 2023-2025 term due to the vacant position of a member of the committee.
In addition, he has been serving as an IFLA PAC Director in the Centre at the National Library of Sri Lanka. The

Advisory Committee on Cultural Heritage has 10 members, including a chair appointed by the Governing Board,

as well as representatives from IFLA professional units working in cultural heritage as ex officio members, and
additional expert advisors. The Advisory Committee on Cultural Heritage oversees and coordinates

work taking place across IFLA cultural heritage, to maximise its impact and reach.
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3.1 User Awareness Programme on “g&mzwe ©6we emmond

B5IBeDes) DB s Wdmw6”

Mrs. T.M.C. Hansamali Thennakoon, IPRO of the SLLA organized a
user awareness programme for the LIS Students, staff and
librarians on the topic of “gefomcE wews emcnd B edenm
msens wdmwe”. The distinguished resource person for this
programme is Dr. Ruwan Gamage, Senior Lecturer, The National
Institute of Library and Information Sciences (NILIS), University of
Colombo. This programme took place on 3" February 2024 from
8.00p.m. to 9.00p.m. The main purpose of this programme was to
impart knowledge on using Information Technology in library
settings. Over 100 participants engaged in the programme

through the Zoom platform.

3.2 User Awareness Programme on “208% Dasy B g3¢6320® 38360

O1B3® BT yedmmE @EDDsY g 0F"

Mrs. T.M.C. Hansamali Thennakoon, IPRO of the SLLA organized a
SANKATHANA public user awareness programme for the LIS
Students, staff, librarians and the general public with the topic of
““Bm DadBw gce® ©yd OB O8sY yEBBIE @EDO5Y
ong »:0§". The distinguished resource person for this
programme is Dr. Janaka Jayalath, Deputy Director General,
Tertiary and Vocational Education Commission. Also, Dr. S.K.
Illangarathne, Librarian, Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka, was
moderated the program. This programme was held on 10t
February 2024 from 8.00p.m. to 9.00p.m. The main purpose of

this programme was to impart on using library services by

achieving national professional qualifications & how to develop and use of personal skills for the
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professional works. Over 100 participants engaged in the programme through the Zoom platform.
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3.3 User Awareness Programme on ”g]'l'ﬂ)&')
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. .\ Speak
Mrs. T.M.C. Hansamali Thennakoon, IPRO of the SLLA \@ e SCAN ME
= ‘Z;:&Lmﬂ TN:yuwﬁmm i E E
organized a Tamil medium user awareness programme @ — . 3
. . . . . Moderator H
for the LIS Tamil medium Students, staff, librarians with \ O G [=] -:
pmasd o_melwimsny
the topic of “Library collection development policy”. The i e

”l O Meeting Link: https://shorturl.at/AHMP8
Meeting ID: 844 9523 5333

distinguished resource person for this programme is Dr. § ZOOM Passcode: 281643

anized t

Information & Public Relation Committee , Sri Lanka Library Association

Mohamed Majeed Mashroofa Senior Assistant Librarian,
South Eastern University of Sri Lanka. Also, Mrs. Jereena Akshaya Kumar, Information Assistant, National
Library & Documentation Board, was moderated the programme. This programme took place on 20t
February 2024 from 8.00p.m. to 9.00p.m. The main purpose of this programme was to convey knowledge
about how to develop a collection development policy for the library. Over 60 participants engaged in the

programme through the Zoom platform.

3.4 User Awareness Programme on Q4Ul6] LOMBTLIGMSTEOT LUI6d &L (Hen
SWMg 56V : QUITSI BIeVS T8 EHE S0 LITLEFTem6V HIT6V 8T8 615 & (& L0 IT6oT
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The IPRO Mrs. T.M.C. Hansamali Thennakoon Organized a Tamil
medium user awareness program for the LIS Tamil medium Students,

staff, librarians and specially researches with the topic of “Writing

Paper to Research Conference: Webinar for Public and School

m Gs. sTlr‘bﬂ:uan
fCragL LQ,WJ BIevs]|
SPsEl UNSMHNESIPHLD

Librarians”. This collaborative event organised by NACLIS Committee
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and IPRO of Sri Lanka Library Association. The invited resource

persons for this programme is Dr. Mohamed Majeed Mashroofa, A ey

APsGU UNBMVDBPSLE

Senior Assistant librarian, South Eastern University of Sri Lanka, Mr. SCANME

[]# =]
S. Santharooban, Deputy Librarian, Eastern University and Mrs. L. ) oF
. . . . . . . *5| Meeting Link:https: //shomlrl at/mAEIN
Jegatheesparan, Senior Assistant librarian, Eastern University, Sri i g LKL’L‘S::';‘.'°%%3"

Lanka Sri Lanka. Also, Ms. Fathima Farmia, Information Assistant,
National Environmental Information Centre, Central Environmental Authority, was moderated the
programme. This programme took place on 25 February 2024 from 8.00p.m. to 9.00p.m. The main purpose
of this programme was to impart knowledge on writing a proper research paper for a conference. More than

60 participants joined this program with the zoom platform.

The aforementioned four (3.1; 3.2; 3.3; 3.4) user awareness programme has been recorded and

uploaded to the SLLA LK YouTube channel for viewers.
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4.1 Special Libraries

4.1.1 Awareness Programme on Role of Librarians in Disaster Management

The Special Libraries Group of Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) organised an awareness programme on

“Role of Librarians in Disaster Management” on 4™ April 2024 at the Colombo Public Library.

The objective of this programme was to identify the risk factors and the anticipatory action towards a hazard.
The resource person was Mr. Shann Pathirana, the Deputy Director (Awareness and Education) of the Disaster
Management Center for Safer Communities and Sustainable Development in Sri Lanka. The main objective

of this programme was to raise awareness about Sustainable Development Goals under climate actions and

the effects of natural
disasters and identify
strategies for mitigation
and reduce
vulnerability. At the end
of the programme
participants got the
opportunity to visit the
Public Library and to
gain knowledge about
the services provided to

the public.

Mr. Preethi Liyanage,
President , Mr. Sugath
Gunathilake, President
Elect, Ms. Varuni
Gangabadaarachchi,

General Secretary of the

SLLA along with the

members from various special, government and public libraries graced the occasion. Ms. Nuha Hameed from

George Brown College, Canada sponsored for this event.

By: Priyadarshani Hemakumara/ Convener - Special Libraries Group
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4.2 Academic Libraries

4.2.1 Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka

4.2.1.1 A Human Book from Library, SUSL at ASIS&T's '"Humans of the Library' Event

U W l ‘ ' ‘ "N Ms. Thrishala Warnasooriya, Assistant Librarian at SUSL, participated as a
. 5, T BN, . S human book in the "Humans of the Library" event organized by the
DR SRR S ASIS&T SIG-lll on February 16, 2024. She was selected for this role
ﬂ @ through a pre-interview process conducted by an awardee of the ASIS&T
NeinSabhare WV 8. Thrishala Infoshare SIG Ill. The event, orchestrated by ASIS&T, aimed to share

stories globally, fostering deeper connections, understanding diversity,
and facilitating learning through online interactions between storytellers

and listeners. Librarians shared narratives encompassing their struggles,

Vanessa Reyes Syamili C.

successes, leadership experiences, contributions to patron success,

innovative initiatives, and invaluable wisdom gained from their

professional journeys.

4.2.1.2 Plazz Café Project of SUSL Library

Plazz café is a new project introduced by the Library in collaboration with
o o o2 ew o990 D9 cemD
the Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences and AN
Languages to promote open discussions among SUSL community. The 3™
event of Plazz Café Project titled: &2z’ ¢ 2920 @&z eenmz held on
22" March 2024, at 4.00 pm, at the Prof. Dayananda Somasundara
Auditorium, Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka. The impressive

thoughts by Mr. Mohan Raj Madawala gave an insight to the scholarly

discussion on the book review of his own Sinhala novel “Loveena”.

4.2.1.3 ORCID Workshop for SUSL Academic Staff

The library of SUSL organized an awareness workshop on
"ORCID" at the Faculty of Applied Sciences, SUSL, on 22nd
March 2024, with Prof Lasith
Gunawardena, a member of the
Researcher  Advisory  Council, =
serving as the resource person to

enlighten researchers about ORCID.
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4.2.2 Kothelawala Defense University

4.2.2.1 Initiating new service at KDU main library: Information Desk Service

KDU main library has been introduced Information Desk Services as a new service on January 8, 2024. In
parallel, the training session on “how to be a good information officer” was conducted by the librarian,

Dr. Wathmanel Senevirathne for the library staff.

T
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4.2.3 University of Sri Jayewardenepura

4.2.3.1 Programmes on “Reading Skills Development”

Mr. H.U.C.S. Kumara, Senior Assistant Librarian attached to the University of Sri Jayewardenepura, conducted

two reading skills development programmes for school children. The first programme was held on 16%"
February, 2024 at the Central Library of Ruwanwella. On the invitation of the Central Library of Ruwanwella,
about 50 students of Grades 6, 7, and 8 students from Sri Wickrama School, Ruwanwella participated in this

programme.

© Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA)
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Under the purview of Kegalle Pradeshiya Sabha, the second programme was held on 23™ February

at the Bandarnayaka National School, Kegalle. About 150 Grade 9 students attended this

programme.

The Assistant Local Government Commissioner of Kegalle, the secretary of Ruwanwella Padeshiya Sabha, the
secretary of Kegalle Padeshiya Sabha, teachers-in-charge and officials of the libraries took keen interest in
attending two programmes as guests. The two programs successfully outlined the fundamental principles of
reading skills and also illustrated various reading methods and strategies and assessed diverse tasks and

activities aimed at enhancing reading proficiency.

redBundens § gedmme © Bwss 86x sbedsen e30tdmaScs

Dr. R. D.Ananda Tissa
Acting Librarian,
Gampaha Wickramarachchi University of Indigenous Medicine
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D@ o 010 @ ¢¥m ©wOns’ BBe® 2 gedmmE Bov®ed Bewilnm DaBe »estn® DBmdens e®8
8 00 S 1. Bed edmICEIRES WeBtNE® O & Comed BB edmmICE Bewlsmn emedm
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Year & | Total Full | Abstract | Sin. Tamil | Eng. | Academic | Public School | Special | Gover. Other
Name Papers Library Library | Library | Library | Library | Library
2004 2 | 07 07 - - - 07 05 - - 02 - -
NACLIS
2005 3 | 08 08 - - - 08 05 - - 03 - -
NACLIS
2006 4" | 08 08 - - - 08 03 01 - 02 01 01
NACLIS
2007 5" | 16 16 - - - 16 10 - - 01 - 05
NACLIS
2008 61 | 10 10 - - - 10 09 - - - - 01
NACLIS
2009 7" | 14 14 - 01 - 13 11 - - 02 - -
NACLIS
2010 36 36 - - - 36 14 01 - 06 05 10
GJIC
2011 8t 07 07 - 01 - 06 05 - - 02 - -
NACLIS
2012 gt 16 07 06 04 - 12 11 01 01 02 01 -
NACLIS Poster

03
2013 10 | 13 - 13 03 - 10 10 01 - 02 - -
NACLIS
2014 11t | 11 08 03 - - 11 10 - - 01 - -
NACLIS
2015 26 17 09 - 01 25 22 - 01 02 - 01
ICLIS
2016 12t | 11 11 - 05 - 06 04 01 - 04 01 01
NACLIS
2017 13" | 11 06 05 03 01 07 09 - - - 01 01
NACLIS
2018 14 | 14 06 08 03 - 11 12 01 - 01 - -
NACLIS
2019 15 | 22 13 09 04 04 14 15 02 02 03 - -
NACLIS
2021 16M | 12 - 12 05 03 04 09 02 - 01
NACLIS
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2022 171 | 12 - 12 05 01 06 08 - - 01 01 02
NACLIS

2023 42 - 42 09 03 30 29 01 03 02 - 07
ICLIS

Total 296 174 | 122 43 13 240 | 201 11 07 37 10 29
2024 18h

NACLIS | 19 - 19 - 16 03 09 07 02 01

Session 1

2024 18t

NACLIS | 34 - 34 27 - 07 04 16 07 06 01
Session Il

Total

2024 53 - 53 27 16 10 13 23 09 07 01
Se.l & 11

Total

2004- 349 174 | 175 70 29 250 | 214 34 16 44 11 29
2024

Db 2004 0O 2024 ¢330 8308 WO @S bedsen ©POSHer v 218. 2024 dBBwO end BB
000 enEs’ @O @O en 1953 siidr g, 2024 gedE ©s 18 O C» adSce BdDdcrIced »o
2024 @eyc © 26 O T ©BHH ONEL 5ednICBEe GOen®Ided D5 B8 @t verms BEe®
8 O 218 ¢ gow ©) CRB. NACLIS u 530830 820800 @01 § 8ug ©d@sinen ¢regeds’ ¢
dReCueens B8O D0 BIEOE 0Dy . 01 0¥ ¢z 153 2004-2023 sbedsendE Sedmd ¢ed.

Symposium Organize from 2004 to 2023

296
300
% 240
ks 200 174
= 150 122
S 100
T s S o7 S 10 B
Total
H Total Papers H Full Abstract
H Sin. B Tamil Eng.
B Academic Library ® Public Library B School Library
B Special Library B Gover. Library B Other Library

O7e5 ©30033 eozd 10 2004-2023 sbedsen

2024 Obzed 2 ped®c Dners’ sbedunmeried ©0 0d GLEd OB EH ¢ 381G eI &h.
g 250 sbedeemdE ©05c8m ©®53 @bvw edmed 8 DaBe WeBtIB®OE BB e (8 ewvems
DLW esTHRN® emedd. YBedisn DQedd ¢ e »orey 88t 90 Dervisten SdeCuencs
8830053 HretRuiens § &gtomIC ¥ Bwiss Benr sbedsern t.tdmeBe B8Rt Do D5 emdnd;
30580 Jdm0 we »Se.

2024 DBBEO end @08 w®ener 19% B @nED gEIC Detn® sledse s 1123 §¢8us w»d
g, 2024 2 9REDOD DEBNGOOE ©0 vi1eds’ sbeduer ©8m1 §eburd WO et WO ¢ 9CE®
820 93 Desdm € §8e w3 S 8w v 238. OB emomdr @e3ecs’ sleduen @SN DR
2O GB® @00 “m (IPedm @t BTYs’ emed® amd @m0 Do Woren Buw & ergeds’
BhDoens . Hed@n dnensd emeds’ @10 ©B®eninen wedimens’ ¢igSm 88w O cos
e®0® JBBBBOE GO DTN WO BTHI eRENDS ARLI® ewedy arD.
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Ceylon Petroleum Corporation, Refinery, Technical Library.

Ms. M Inoka Sajeewani Perera, Librarian

Vision

"Be a national level information provider of the oil industry to enhance the knowledge supporting to improve
efficiency of work and develop skills of staff of the oil refinery."

Mission

"To provide a comprehensive resources with quality library service in support of learning and research needs
of permanent staff members in the oil refinery division, Sapugaskanda Storage Terminal and the Industrial

trainees."

The Ceylon Petroleum Corporation (CPC) was founded by Act no.28 of 1961 to import, distribute, and market

petroleum products across the Island. The Sapugaskanda Oil Refinery began operations in August 1969,

initially processing 38000 barrels of crude oil daily, later expanding to 50,000 barrels per day.

The Technical Library of CPC Refinery Division was founded in 1971 with the
aim of providing reference and lending services to the CPC Refinery and
terminal staff. The library houses a comprehensive collection of standards,
refinery manuals, technical books, and other essential literature and
materials. Its purpose is to support the staff in their work and research

activities.

Currently, the Refinery Technical Library houses more than 5000 books, manuals, periodicals, and standards.

The content of these materials primarily focuses on engineering disciplines such as Petroleum Chemical and

Process, Mechanical, Electrical, Civil, Instrument, Inspection, Management, Economics, Scheduling, Fire, and

Safety. Additionally, the library collection includes numerous renowned journals from the Oil/Gas and

Petroleum Industry. Some research project reports are also accessible in our library collection.
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Moreover, the library has expanded its services to accommodate trainees from diverse disciplines within the
training category. In 2012, the refinery library began automating its catalogue by entering the data into a
database created with WINISIS software. Recently, in 2020, the technical library installed a fully automated
library system using the KOHA integrated library system, marking the first significant update to their library

system in nearly fifty years.

BTl These are just a few examples of the many services that libraries provide to
support their communities and fulfill their mission of providing access to

information and promoting literacy and lifelong learning.

° Reference Services: Librarian provide assistance to patrons in finding
information, answering questions, and conducting research. This can include
help with database searching, citation formatting, and locating specific

- resources.

e Circulation Services: Managing the borrowing and returning of library materials, including books, DVDs,
CDs, and other items.

e Interlibrary Loan : Facilitating the borrowing of materials from other libraries that are not available in the
local collection. This expands the range of resources available to patrons.

e Scanning and Photocopying Services : Are frequently provided in Refinery Technical library to aid patrons
in accessing resources. These services are necessary for safeguarding delicate materials, offering
comfortable access to content, and assisting patrons who require copies for personal or research
intentions.

e Online public access to the library catalogue is available through the Refinery Technical Library web page.
All library books and resources, such as ASTM, API, ASME, and British Standards, research reports, and
refinery standard procedures, are accessible through the Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC).

e The library offers reading and referencing facilities.

The library is located within the Sapugaskanda Oil Refinery. The Technical Library Refinery is instrumental
in promoting knowledge about petroleum refining in Sri Lanka. The Refinery Library boasts an exceptional
collection of rare and unique valuable documents, some of which are confidential in nature. Special
authorization is required before accessing these. The aim of the library is to collect items and information

specifically related to the Petroleum Industry of Sri Lanka.
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7.1 Professor Jayasiri Lankage (1936-2024): A Pioneer in Library and Information Science
Education of Sri Lanka

By: Dr. W.A. Weerasooriya

Senior Professor, Department of Library and Information Science, University of Kelaniya

Prof. Jayasiri Lankage born 10t September 1936 at Kekanadura, Matara,
studied the GCE (AL) from Ambalangoda Dharmasoka Vidyalaya in 1957 and
entered to Vidyodaya University (Presently Sri Jayewardenepura University
and earned a BA general degree in 1962 and BA Honors degree in
Archaeology in 1964. After securing an MA in Archaeology in 1967 from the
same university, Prof Lankage obtained his postgraduate qualifications from

Banaras Hindu University in 1969 under the Cultural Relations Scholarship

Scheme offered by the Government of India in 1967. After securing his higher education in India, he worked
as a Lecturer in Library and Information Science, at Junior University at Dehiwala between 1969-70 and then
assumed duties as the first Lecturer on 1%t June 1973 and later Head of Department at the Department of
Library and Information Science, University of Kelaniya (then Vidyalankara Campus) being the pioneer in the
Department of study. During his headship Professor Lankage could designed and developed a BA degree in
Library and Information Science in 1973, Postgraduate Diploma in Library and Information Science in 1974,
three tier Diploma in Library and Information Science which is to be completed in three years, and BA Special
degreein Library and Information Science in 1980. During that period, the above PG Diploma was immensely
supportive for the Librarians who were unable to earn postgraduate qualifications for their promotional
purposes from foreign countries owing to the barriers faced by them. The support of early generation veteran
library professionals like Mr. T.G. Piyadasa, Mr. N. Amarasinghe, Dr. lan Goonetilleke, Mrs. Ishvari Corea, Prof
.W.B. Dorakumbura, and Dr. A. Senadhira are to be mentioned here. Considering all facts, Professor Jayasiri
Lankage could be categorized as a change agent, and an outstanding pioneer of Library and Information

Science education of Sri Lanka at University level.

The exceptional facts to be mentioned here are that Prof Jayasiri Lankage was fortunate to institute the

subject, Library and Information Science in to the higher education system of Sri Lanka and he was the person

who won the challenge of introducing a very new subject of this nature within the series of other established
subjects during that period. Between 1986-2002, Prof J. Lankage served as the Librarian, University of

Kelaniya introducing different changes to the library and its services.

© Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA)




ISSN 1391-2531

' Vol 40, Issue lll (January-March-2024)

The other yeomen services of Prof. J. Lankage extend to Library profession, publishing, training, research and
library development. His contribution to Sri Lanka Library Association (SLA) holding different posts like the
Education Officer is worthy to mention. His advisory services to National Library and Documentation Services
Board (NLDSB) is commendable. He was the first honorary Treasurer of University Librarians Association of

Sri Lanka (ULA).

Several other important contributions to the field of Sri Lankan Cinnamon are the assistance given for the
formation of Ceylon Cinnamon Association, the Spice Council, and for getting the Sri Lankan nomenclature
for Cinnamon as its botanical name “Cinnamomum zeylanicum Blume” by obtaining the ISO 6539:1997). The
other two contributions to the Cinnamon industry are the establishment of Cinnamon Academy and
obtaining NVQ status for Cinnamon education. The high-level policy makers should pay attention to the
concept of multi-faceted Cinnamon Industry devised by Prof Lankage in order to cater for the national needs
as well as with the export economy of Sri Lanka. ProfJ. Lankage’s exemplary and unparalleled character that
he could serve as the Vice-President and General Secretary of OPA being a library academic as well as a library
professional.

May this gentleman Prof. Jayasiri Lankage attain supreme bliss of Nibbana!

7.2 Special Appreciation for late Mr. Harrison Perera

By: N P Wanasundera/Fellow of the Sri Lanka Library Association
Death and love are the two wings that bear the good man to heaven — Michelangelo

Librarian, friend, service giver, helper at all times, perfect
gentleman — that and much more was Harrison Perera. We had to
say our final goodbye to him this Friday: March 15, 2024,
unexpectedly and with deep sorrow. Notwithstanding the
mourning, what needs to be remembered and taken as consolation
is that Harrison lived a good and full life, long too, since he
savoured many years of retirement. Thus, though we sorrow at his
death, we need to celebrate his life. He lived comparatively long,
very well, influencing and helping thousands of others. The
guotation above is apt for him. Death has come to him: one wing.

He gave and received immense love: second wing. And he, a good man, is surely in Heaven he believed in.
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Life

Harrison Perera studied at St Aloysious College, Galle. He then graduated from the University of Peradeniya
where he continued as a lecturer. Married, he left for Canada and read for a degree in Library and Information
Science (LIS) at the University of Ottawa. He obtained his Masters degree from the University of Ontario and
worked in Canada for a couple of years. He returned to Sri Lanka with three young daughters to settle down
in his home country and give not only his services but himself to librarianship. He held prestigious positions:
Librarian cum Assistant Director of the British Council, Colombo, 1986-2003, Then, Chief Librarian, University
of Peradeniya. He retired from this post in 2010, but did not retire from librarianship: giving of his best not
as boss of a library but as a teacher, lecturing at the Sri Lanka Library Association, National Institute of Library
and Information Science, University of Colombo, the University’s post graduate courses, and Department of

Library Science, University of Kelaniya.

Harrison and the SLLA

Harrison diligently served the Sri Lanka Library Association, its members plus students who were
professionally educated and trained by the SLLA run course of studies, including a computer course from
many decades ago. He was an excellent lecturer; knowledgeable, keeping current with developments and
most understanding and encouraging to all students alike. He taught at all three levels of the course both in

Sinhala and English and was revered by his students.

He was the SLLA’s Education Officer; a decade or two on the Council; and its President; the Association being
the focal point for librarians from all over Sri Lanka to engage in professional development and networking.
Two major achievements accrue to him, apart from the immense help given by him to reach higher standards
and maintain them both at the SLLA office and libraries island-wide. Combining with Deepali Talagala, he
negotiated the acquiring of rooms at the OPA building down Wijesundera Mavata, Colombo 7, to house the
SLLA office. Another major project he and Upali Yapa proposed, guided and achieved was teaching and
training Maldivian librarians. The SLLA three-year Diploma Course had Upali Yapa, Harrison and a few other

SLLA lecturers travelling often to Malé. After the initial three years, it progressed as an outreach programme.

The Professional
Librarians deal with information and knowledge; they need to be widely knowledgeable and of course skilled

in their handling of resources; interacting with library clients, staff, Heads. Libraries changed dramatically

from being storehouses of knowledge and books to the electronic age and to being more open and socially

welcoming places rather than sanctified rooms of silence and scholarly pursuit. All these drastic changes
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occurred in Harrison’s time and he coped very well. He had the additional task of working for the British
Council and keeping up with trends. He held his own and was pivotal in running the library efficiently. He was
an approachable boss, his door open to all employees and even visitors to the library, whether in the British
Council or University of Peradeniya. His ear was extra sympathetic and he felt very much for staff members
if they had troubles. More importantly, he was insistent on their career development, qualifying further and

progressing. Care of his staff was top priority to him.

The Family Man

Harrison’s primary focus and pivot in life was his family — much loved wife Suni (his abbreviation of her name Swineetha)
- and three beautiful daughters, Namali, Shamarie and Kumari, - the last two settled in Canada. They arrived in Colombo
in the early hours of Thursday 14th. He was devoted to his wife all through their years together but most when she
succumbed to not being herself in activity and memory. He devoted his time to caring for her, even giving up lecturing
as he did not want to leave her to the care of others. They lived close to their daughter’s home, but independently.
Remembered is how enthusiastically he would share with us, his friends, every success of his three girls, their marriages

and births of grandchildren.

Friend

Harrison was almost a busybody with his friends: so much did he care for them and their wellbeing. Their troubles
became his troubles. He did not stop there. He did all he could and more to help them. As Mr Jayatissa, university
lecturer and librarian told me at the funeral, Harrison was a person who was always good with his colleagues; no
competitiveness, absolutely no envy; only camaraderie. | ascribe Roman Catholic Harrison with the highly prized

Buddhist virtue of muditha — joy in others wellbeing and success.

He was full of karuna and metta too. He helped not only students of librarianship but also librarians, particularly when

they had career difficulties or were seeking new jobs.

Harrison was a truly good, upright man. He was blessed in many ways, more so in his family. Many mourn his death, a
loss to the country where now good men are rare. The uppermost thought that should be in us is that our much loved

and admired friend and colleague lived a happy, fulfilled life. He will long be remembered and respected.

Good bye Harrison! May heaven’s gate stand open to you and may the blessings of a good
life led, follow you so your soul rests in peace and in God.
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7.3 Farewell to a Luminary: Commemorating the Life of Mr. Harrison Perera (1943 -2024)

By: Dr. W. J. Jeyaraj, Librarian, Eastern University of Sri Lanka
Past President of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka 2021/22

Harrison Perera, a distinguished professional in the field of librarianship and a
cherished member of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka, passed
away recently. He leaves behind a legacy of dedication, leadership, and
innovation that has profoundly impacted his colleagues, friends, and the

community he served.

Throughout his career, Harrison demonstrated unparalleled skills in library

management, earning him recognition as a visionary leader. His tenure as ars SR, I
President of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka marked a transformative period for the
Association, as he spearheaded initiatives that elevated it from a trade union to a dynamic Professional

Association.

Under his guidance, the association flourished with the introduction of International Conferences, Achievers
Colloquiums, Regular Training Programmes, Workshops, and Research Forumes, all aimed at advancing the

field of library science and fostering community engagement.

Harrison’s passion for his work extended beyond the confines of his profession; he was a compassionate
individual who touched the lives of those around him. His loss is deeply felt by his family, friends, colleagues,

and the wider community.

As we mourn his passing, let us also celebrate the profound impact he made during his lifetime. Harrison
Perera will be remembered fondly for his visionary leadership, unwavering commitment, and enduring legacy

in the field of librarianship.

Beyond his professional endeavors, Harrison had a remarkable talent for nurturing genuine relationships with

colleagues and friends, enriching the lives of those around him with his kindness and solidarity.

A true advocate for collaboration and networking in library science, Harrison’s legacy includes his profound
understanding of the importance of fostering connections with local and international experts. Through his

efforts, he not only advanced his own career but also enriched the entire profession, bringing together minds

from diverse backgrounds to further the cause of librarianship.

Many of us had the privilege of being mentored by Harrison during our Master’s postgraduate studies, where

he imparted invaluable lessons in leadership, innovation, and compassion.

© Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA)




' Vol 40, Issue Ill (January-March-2024)

His teachings on “Marketing Libraries” not only
revolutionized our understanding of the field but
also inspired us to passionately advocate for the

importance of libraries in our communities.

Although Harrison is no longer with us, his spirit will
continue to resonate in the libraries he envisioned,
the friendships he cultivated, and the hearts he

touched.

On behalf of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka, | extend our heartfelt condolences to

Harrison’s wife, daughters, family members, relatives, friends, and all who had the privilege of knowing him.
May his legacy endure for generations to come, bringing solace and inspiration to all whose lives he touched.

Farewell, dear Harrison, and thank you for gracing our lives with your presence. May your soul rest in peace.

“c® me@mamdens” (Knowledge Management) is a new
book compiled by Dr. G. D. Amarasiri, former Director,
National Library and Documentation Services Board.
Knowledge management is an important topic which is
widely discussed in the library and information field. This
book has been compiled specially for library and information
science professionals and library and information science

students. This is also useful for officers who are engaged in

related fields and the general readers who are interested in

knowledge and knowledge management. This book includes
gjE agaamaids

PNe 8. 8. gAos0

information on the knowledge management concept,
components of knowledge management, knowledge
management in libraries, knowledge management in

changing information technology environment and knowledge management and organizational culture.
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South Eastern University of Sri Lanka
annually conducts Internation Symposium
on various theme. The 12th Intsym was
organized under the theme of “Digital
Transformation for Sustainable Future”.
This symposium includes “Library and
Information Science” as one of the tracks.

Mr. A.M. Nahfees, Senior Assistant Librarian

coordinated the track and seven papers

have been presented under LIS track. They are as follows;

9.1.1. Mr.R.Maheshwaran, Librarian of University of Peradeniya presented paper on ‘Global Perspectives on

Subject Gateways in Engineering and Technology Exploration’

9.1.2. Dr.(Ms.) C.N.K.Alahakoon , Deputy Librarian of University of Peradeniya presented paper on ‘Journal

of Sri Lanka Library Review: a Bibliometric Analysis’

9.1.3. Dr.(Ms.) C.Gunasekare , Deputy Librarian of University of Peradeniya presented paper on ‘Exploring

Disparities in School Library Development and Administrative Support received from Authorities’

9.1.4. Mr.B.N.G.S.Premaratne, Senior Assistant Librarian of University of Peradeniya Presented paper on
‘Information retrieval practices in dissertation writing: a Study among the Post Graduate Diploma Students

in the Department of Education, University of Peradeniya’.

9.1.5. Mr.A.Dharmarathne, Senior Assistant Librarian of University of Peradeniya Presented paper on ‘Using
Social Media for Learning Purposes during the COVID-19 Pandemic: a gender based analysis of among Dental

Science Undergraduates at the University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka’

9.1.6. Mr.B.E.S.Bandara, Assistant Librarian of University of Peradeniya and Dr.(Ms.) B.M.M.C.B.Hindagolla,
Librarian, Art, Design & Architecture, Arts, Education of Monash University of Australia presented paper on

‘User Perspectives on Digital Reference Services (DRS): a Study of State University Libraries in Sri Lanka’

9.1.7. Mr. S.L.M. Sajeer, Senior Assistant Librarian, South Eastern University of Sri Lanka presented a paper
on “Scholarly Communication Trend of “Kalam” Journal Published by Faculty of Arts & Culture, South Eastern
University of Sri Lanka: Biblioiometriic study”. This paper was co-authored by Dr. M.M.Mashroofa,

Mr. M.C.M.Azwer and Mr. A.M.Nahfees.
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.8. Mr. Kusala Fernando, Senior Assistant Librarian & Ms. Thrishala Warnasooriya, Assistant Librarian, SUSL
presented a research paper on “Use of social media for collaborative learning: a systematic literature review”
at the 1st International Conference on Psychology and Mental Health organized by Nagananda International

Institute of Buddhist Studies, Kelaniya, Sri Lanka on 22" February 2024.

9.1.9. Ms. Thrishala Warnasooriya, Assistant Librarian, SUSL, Mr. Kusala Fernando, Senior Assistant Librarian,
SUSL, and Mr. Kasun Munasinghe, Assistant Librarian, UoK presented a research paper on “The Impact of
Interactive Bibliotherapy on Selected Undergraduates at Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka: A Case
Study” at the 1° International Conference on Psychology and Mental Health organized by Nagananda

International Institute of Buddhist Studies, Kelaniya, Sri Lanka on 22" February 2024.

9.1.10. Ms. Thrishala Warnasooriya, Assistant Librarian, SUSL, Mr. Kusala Fernando, Senior Assistant
Librarian, SUSL, and Mr. Kasun Munasinghe, Assistant Librarian, UOK presented a research paper on
“Technology Adaptation in Facilitating the Digital Evolution of University Libraries in Sri Lanka: Librarians’
Perspectives” at the 2" International Research Symposium on Multidisciplinary Approaches in Indigenous
Knowledge Systems organized by Gampaha Wickramarachchi University of Indigenous Medicine, Yakkala, Sri

Lanka on 01t March 2024.

9.2 Achievements

9.2.1. Ms. Thrishala Warnasooriya, Assistant Librarian at SUSL, completed her

Master of Science (MSc) and Postgraduate Diploma (PGD) in Information

graduated at the convocation on 22nd March, 2024, at SLIIT, Malabe.

9.2.2. Mrs. Harshani Dissanayake, Senior Assistant Librarian of
the Faculty of Allied Health Sciences Library, University of
Peradeniya successfully completed the Certificate Course in
Patent Law conducted by the Faculty of Law, University of
Colombo. The certificate was awarded on the 24th January 2024

at a ceremony held at the Faculty of Law, University of Colombo.

The Chief Guest was Dr. Kanaganayagam Kanag-Iswaran PC.
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9.3 Awards

3.1. Mrs. T.C. Ranawella, Senior Assistant Librarian, and Mrs. M.P.
Rajapaksha, Senior Assistant Librarian, were honoured for more than
20 and 12 years of service respectively during the KDU Women's Day

ceremony on 7" March, 2024, at the FGS auditorium.

10.1. Dr. Ruwan Gamage, Senior Lecturer at the National Institute of Library and Information Sciences,
University of Colombo, and a member of the SLLA Council, has returned to his role as of January 1, 2024,
following a sabbatical. While on leave, he served in a similar position on a contractual basis at the Maldives
National University (MNU), focusing on teaching second and third-year students in the Faculty of Arts’
undergraduate programme for three semesters. In addition, he did research on the Contribution of Sri Lanka
to the Enhancement of the Library and Information Profession in the Maldives. Dr. Gamage, along with Dr.
Aminath Riyaz of MNU, published research on this topic (Gamage, R., & Aminath, R. (2023). Sri Lanka—
Maldives Distance Education Programme in Library and Information Science conducted by the SLLA: A

Historical Narration. Sri Lanka Library Review, 37(2), 54-71. https://doi.org/10.4038/slIr.v37i2.64.

11.1 AGM

64™ Annual General Meeting of the Sri Lanka Library Association will be held at the Sri Lanka Foundation

Institute on 28% June 2024.

11.2 Certificate Ceremony - 2024

The graduation ceremony of the students who have completed the Diploma Course in Library and Information
Science (DLIS) 2022/2023 and Higher Diploma Course in Library and Information Science (HDPLIS - )
2022/2023 will be held on 28™ June 2024 at 2:00pm in the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute.

11.3 Examinations

The Higher Diploma in Library and Information Science (HDPLIS - 1) 2022/2023 first phase examination will be
held on 18™, 19t™, and 26™ May 2024 at the study centers in Colombo, Jaffna and Dakalapu.

11.4 New Courses

Higher Diploma Course in Library and Information Science (HDPLIS - 1) 2023/2024 batch will
commence in May 2024.
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11.5 Practical Training
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e compulsory practical training related to the Diploma Course in Library and Information Science (DLIS)

2023/2024 will be held from 06™ to 17" May 2024 in selected libraries.
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