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Read a Human Book
Real 1750/;/.9. Real Conversations

“ Sports and Excerdise for your health”

6" November 2016
from 7.00 am - 9.00 am at Independence Square, Colombo 07

An initiative of the
Sri Lanka Library Association and GIZ

What is the Human Library?

The Human Library is designed to promote an inclusive way to challenge prejudice
through social contact.

Just like in a real library, a visitor to the Human Library can choose a Book from a
range of titles. The difference is that Books are people, and reading is a conversation.
Social contact is known to be among the best ways to challenge prejudice, and the
Human Library enables it to flourish. The Human Library provides a safe environment
for people to engage in conversation within a framework of respect, and with the
permission to respectfully ask questions and share experiences. The dialogue that the
Human Library facilitates has the potential to challenge prejudice, stigma and
discrimination (.. fumanlibrarvuk. ore/ human-libraryy).

Human Library at Independent Square, Colombo on 6" November on GROUP ACTIVITIES

“Sports and Exercise for Health”

Five human books including a Senior Medical officer, Consultant physician Ayurvedic
Medicine, Physiotherapist, Injury Manager, Tape Applicator attended this event along with
the Council members and some members of the SLLA in despite bad weather. The staff of
the Colombo Public Library served all attendees with a delicious hot ‘Kola Kenda’. This
event was conducted in collaboration with the Colombo Public Library, University of

Colombo Library and GIZ.

(Continued to page 03)
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SLLA COUNCIL MEMBERS
2016/2017.

President: Dr. (Mrs.) P. Wijetunge*

President Elect: Mrs. S. Arulanantham®
Immediate Past President: Mrs. S. Weerasinghe*
Vice President: Mr. A. Nallathamby*

General Secretary: Mrs. P. Bandaranayake™
Asst. General Secretary: Mr. M.S.M. Shiham®
Treasurer: Miss. L. Amerasekera™

Education Officer: Dr. R.C.G. Gamage*

Asst. Education Officer: Mr. H.P. Koralage*
Publications Officer: Mrs. N. Peiris*

Information & Public Relations Officer:
Miss. W. Kodituwakku™

Nominated Members for Council:
Mrs. D. Warnasuriya

Mr. P.B. Gallaba

Conveners of the Professional Groups:
Academic Libraries: Mrs. C. Gunasekera
Government Libraries: Miss. S. Meegasmulla
National Library: Mr. N.S.J. Edirisinghe
Public Libraries: Mrs. S. Jayasinghe

School Libraries: Mrs. C. Senarath

Special Libraries: Mr. B.G.N. Kumarasinghe
NACLIS Group: Mr. T. Ramanan

Provincial: Mr. T.G. Padmasiri

* Executive Committee Members

Nominated Members for Executive Committee:

Dr. (Mrs.) N.D. Wijayasundera
Mrs. V. Gangabadaarachchi

GROUP ACTIVITIES

School Library Program on “New Technical Knowledge and Sharing
Experience for School Library Staff”

The School Library Group of SLLA organized a School Library Program on
“New Technical Knowledge and Sharing Experience for School Library
Staff’. Staff attached to School libraries of national schools in Colombo,
Sri Jayawardanepura, Kurunegala, Kegalle and Rathnapura educational
zones participated for this program.

This program was successfully held on 06™ December, 2016 at the
National Library and Documentation Services Board, Colombo. Mr. P.G.
Premadasa (Senior Lecturer of NILIS) and Mr. M. Aravinda (Deputy
Director of Training and Education of National Library) acted as resource
persons and chief guests were Mr. W. Sunil (Director General of National
Library) & Mrs. S. Bandara (Director of Library Promotion,

Standardization & Publication). Council members of SLLA, Mrs. S.
Weerasinghe, Mrs. P. Bandaranayake and Mr. N. Edirisinghe also
participated in this event.

SLLA Open Day for DIPLIS Program

SLLA Open Day was held on 30th October 2016. Nearly 50 prospective students participated in the event, along
with their parents to get a deep sense on the DIPLIS program. Dr. (Mrs.) P. Wijetunge (President), Dr. R. Gamage
(Education Officer), Mrs. S. Weerasinghe (Past President), Miss. L. Amarasekera (Treasurer) and Miss. W.
Kodithuwakku (Public Relations Officer) represented SLLA.

Mr. B.G.N. Kumarasinghe and Ms. K. Wickramasinghe
shared their experience with the gathering, in following
the course a long time ago. On-the-spot interviews were
also held to enroll students for the 2017 academic year.

SLLA Newletter Vol. 33. No.02, 2016




GROUP ACTIVITIES (Continued from page 01)
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Human Library held at Amir Ali Public Library, Sammanthurai on
30" October 2016 on “Reconciliation Trough Art”

. s . . . . Amir Ali Public Library, Sammanthurai, Date: 30th October, 2016, Time : 03.00 - 6.00 pm
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Two regional workshops on “Promotion of Professional Conduct and Ethics among Library & Information Science
Professionals in Sri Lanka” were organized by Sri Lanka Library Association under the patronage of IFLA under its "Building
Stronger Library Associations Programme (BSLA)” in Jaffna and Colombo. The main aim of these two workshops was to
promote professional conduct and ethics among library professionals in Sri Lanka. At these two workshops, ‘ethics in
Library & Information Science sector’, ‘overview of professional conduct and ethics’, ‘ethical responsibility to the society’
and also ‘code of ethics responsibility to the profession’ and ‘responsibility to the Professional Association’ were explained
with presentations and group activities.

Workshop Held in Jaffna:

A regional workshop was conducted on 28" September 2016 at Jaffna Public Library and over 100 participants of LIS
professionals from school library sector, public library sector and university library sector from Jaffna, Mullativu and
Kilinochchi districts participated at this workshop. This workshop has been organized under the coordination of Mrs. S.
Arulanantham (Librarian of University of Jaffna).

Mrs. S. Arulanantham (Librarian of University of Jaffna), Mrs. A.S. Siriwardhana
(Librarian of Rajarata University of Sri Lanka), Mr. A. Sadath (Librarian of Public Library
Attaalaichenai), Mr. S. Navaneethakrishnan (Senior Asst. Librarian of University of
Jaffna) and Mrs. G.D.S. Malkanthi (Senior Asst. Librarian of Makandura Library,
Wayamba University of Sri Lanka) were resource persons of this workshop.

Senior Asst. Librarians of University of Jaffna, Mrs. K. Murugathas and Mrs. L.
Umashankar, Mr. S. Ketheeswaran, Dr. (Mrs.) M. Visakaruban, and Mrs. R. Hoole played
facilitators roles for the group activities conducted by the resource persons.

Workshop Held in Colombo:

A similar workshop was held on 29" September 2016 at National Library &
Documentation Services Board. Around 40 librarians and information managers in a
multitude of sectors participated in this programme. Prof. W.A. Weerasooriya
(Professor of Dept. of Library & information Science, University of Kaleniya), Dr. W.
Seneviratne (Librarian of Open University of Sri Lanka) and Mr. P.B. Gallaba (Senior
Asst. Librarian of University of SriJayawardenapura) and Mrs. K.R.N. Harshani
(Senior Asst. Librarian of Rajarata University of Sri Lanka) were the resource persons
of this workshop.
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Vijita de Silva Research Award 2016/17 in Library & Information Science
The Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) is pleased to announce the ‘Vijita de Silva Research Award’, the annual research award
for the best completed research in Library and Information Science (LIS) field in Sri Lanka. The award comprises a cash grant of
Rs. 50,000.00 and a certificate. In the event the award is given to two researches, each will receive Rs 25,000.00 and a certificate.

Application Procedure

The 'Vijita de Silva Research Award Application Form' can be downloaded from the SLLA website or obtained from the Administrative
Secretary, SLLA by forwarding a self-addressed stamped envelope. The duly completed application together with the processing fee of
Rs1,500.00 by way of a cheque made in favour of Sri Lanka Library Association (crossed A/C payee only), with two copies of the
research work should be forwarded to the Administrative Secretary, SLLA on or before 31t March, 2017.

National Conference on Library & Information Science (NACLIS) - 2017

Submission of Paper(s)

“Social Impact of Librarianship: Scholarship towards Sustainable Development Goals” Authors are advised to send their contribution as

= extended abstract or full papers. The manuscripts can be
accepted in Sinhala, Tamil and English. Those who wish to
submit their articles in Sinhala or Tamil should attach a
separate abstract in English. All the articles should be sent
to Editor of NACLIS through email
(editornaclis@gmail.com).

Organized by: .
e Lanka LibearyASsaciaHeni SEES 29" June 2017 | Calombo, Sri Lanka Contributors should adhere to the guidelines appearing
Sri Lanka Library Association is proud to announce the call for on the website to prepare their manuscripts

papers for the upcoming National Conference on Library & (http.//www.slla.org.lk/index.php/241-naclis2017).
Information Science (NACLIS 2017), to be held on 29th June 2017.
Further details could be found on the SLLA website Contact: T. Ramanan, Convener / NACLIS 2017

(wwwe.slla.org.lk). Email: naclis2017convener@gmail.com
Committee on Monitoring and Assisting in the Implementation of the Deadline extended till 28" February 2017

Strategic Plan - COMAISP

The Council appointed the following members to the Committee of Monitoring
and Assisting in Implementation of the Strategic Plan — COMAISP in accordance
with the Strategic Plan of the Association which was finalized and presented to
the members at the AGM held in June 2016. The appointment of the conveners

Sri Lanka Library Review
The Publication Committee wishes to receive
articles from the members, to be published in
the next issue in June 2017. Articles will be

of priority areas identified in the strategic plan for implementation was also accepted ti15" of January—2017. Please follow

done in addition to the appointment of the conveners of the different sectors. the SLLA website (http:www.slla.org.lk) for
guidelines on submitting articles. You may submit

Members of the COMAISP articles written in Sinhala, Tamil or English.

Mrs. D. Warnasuriya (Convener) Please send your manuscript to the Publication

Dr. (Mrs.) P. Wijetunge Officer.

Mrs. S. Weerasinghe (pubofficer.sllal617 @gmail.com)

Mrs. S. Arulanantham

Mr. M.5.U. Amarasiri Education Officer on Leave

Mr. P.B. Gallaba

Immediate past President, Mrs. S. Weerasinghe
is temporarily Acting on the Education Officer
Several Groups were formed by the COMAISP to work in identified priority post of SLLA, since Dr. R.C.G. Gamage,
BIMEEL: Education Officer is on leave to accept a
Digitization Group Research Fellowship at the Tsukuba University,

Convener - Mrs. S. Perera Japan till end of March 2017.

Council Nominee - Mrs. R. Kodikara

Membership Group Facebook Group for DIPLIS Students & Alumni
Convener - Mrs. I.M. Wijesundera With the approval of the SLLA Council, a new Face
Council Nominee - Miss. K. Kamalambikai book Page has been created for Current & Past
Publicity Material Preparation Group Students, and for the Teachers of the DIPLIS course.
Convener - Miss. W. Kodituwakku This will enable sharing of relevant news,
Council Nominee - Miss. L. Amerasekera information sources, and the SLLA Newsletter

among students. We request to be a member of the

(C)::\:::::_al MEMIEIRET thl\e/lf:.l-:.g.f:.c;ifsraonl;zake irouP by sending a mail to slla@slt.net, giving your
) . etails. Also, current members are requested to add

Council Nominees - Mr. A. Nallathamby and Mr. P.B. Gallaba others to the Facebook group. The address

Operation Manuals for Different Sectors Group is www.facebook.com/groups/diplis/ You should

Convener - Mr. H.M. Gunarathnebanda first have a Facebook account to login.

Council Nominee - Mr. P.B. Gallaba

(Continued to page 06)
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DIPLIS Coordinators

This year, the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) openly called for applications for
the post of Center Coordinator to coordinate the Diploma in Library and Information
Science (DIPLIS) program in six Provincial Centers. It was to avail many professionals
to hold the office and extend their services to the professional association.
Accordingly, Coordinators of the Six Provincial Centers for 2017-2019 are as follows.

Badulla - Mr. T.G. Padmasiri Batticaola - Mr. M.N. Ravikumar
Colombo - Mr. J.P.C. Wedasinghe Jaffna - Ms. P. Sriranjan
Kandy - Mr. B.N.G.S. Premaratne Galle - Mrs. P. Kariyawasam

Notice for Students of DIPLIS Level Il and Ill: The Council has given approval to allow for Students of DIPLIS Level Il and Ill who
have not completed their DIPLIS within 10 years due to SLLA’s inability to commence the required course due to lack of student
registrations to complete their Diploma within 6 years from the date of announcement.

Request for News Items

SLLA Newsletter is a bulletin intended to cater to the SLLA
membership, students of SLLA and all others connected with Library
and Information Services. Its main aim is to exchange and
disseminate news and views among the membership. The contents
include SLLA activities, professional and educational matters,
international training events, conferences, seminars, workshops etc.
Please co-operate with the Publication Officer by sending articles,
news items, new appointments etc. related to the Library and
Information Science field to be published in the next issue of the SLLA
Newsletter, and henceforth. (pubofficer.slla1617@gmail.com)

First Sri Lankan Full Featured Public Library OPAC using KOHA Live on Web
The Pethalai Public Library, which comes under the authority of Koralaipattu Pradeshiya Sabha, has successfully
installed and customized KOHA - Integrated Library Management System. The OPAC of the Library was officially
launched by Mr. K. Sithriavel (Regional Asst. Commissioner of Local Government) and Mr. S.M. Shihabdeen (Secretary
of Koralaipattu Pradeshiya Sabha) on 11" October 2016. The OPAC can be accessible at http://www.pplib.info.

This is the first full featured OPAC of a Public Library using Koha live on web
in Sri Lankan history. Koha - Library Management System has been installed
and customized by Mr. M.N. Ravikumar (Senior Assistant Librarian of Eastern
University). He achieved this task with the minimum resources available in
the Public Library. The project was initiated by Mr. M. Pragash (Library
Assistant of Pethalai Library). In this event Mr. M.N. Ravikumar was honored
by the Regional Asst. Commissioner of Local Government for his valuable
service and providing continuous support to automate the library.

Awards Received by Athurugirya Public Library

Best Public Library Award
The Athurugirya Public Library was awarded 1st Place as The
the “Best Public Library - 2016” in Colombo District. The
award ceremony was held on 30" November 2016 and it
was organized by Local Government Department of
Western Province.

The Athurugirya Public
Library received the
same award for the
Years 2014 and 2015
as well.

Local

National Productivity Award

Athurugirya
received a Special Commendation in
micro category level in the “National -
Productivity Award - ;
National Productivity Secretariat. The
award ceremony was held on 30"
December 2016 at the Auditorium of
Chief Secretary’s
Province and it was organized by the
Government Department of
Western Province.

Public  Library

2015” by -

Office, Western

Athurugiriya Public Library organized another extension service
to improve the reading habits among children who are living in
rural areas. The Library staff carried out this programme at the
Thaldiyawala Community Centre on 9™ October 2016 from
9.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. Skilled library staff guided readers on
how to read books correctly and narrated some story books in
the three languages using expressions.

Story Day — A Program Organized by Athuruglrlya Public Library
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IN FOCUS Colombo Public Library

Colombo public library is the pioneer public library in Sri Lanka, established in 1925 by amalgamating the “Colombo Library” &
“Pettah Library” under the purview of Colombo Municipal Council. The Colombo public library operates 6 days a week, 11
hours a day and 9 service points including mobile library service. In addition is also providing other services such as study hall
facilities, auditorium facilities, and act as a community gathering place.

Lending Library: The lending library has a wide selection of books on practically every
subject in Sinhala, English & Tamil languages. Nearly 150,000 books are available for
borrowing.

Reading Rooms: Reading rooms include the newspaper reading room & the periodical §
reading section. Public library subscribes to 62 newspapers and 100 periodical titles and
22 foreign magazines.

Children’s Library: Colombo public library has a separate collection of books for
children in all three languages. Story telling hour, literary competitions, guest lectures,
study tours to important institutions have been introduced in order to encourage |
children for reading |

Reference Library: Reference library is open to all library members & non-members.
Considerable coverage of books in all fields in Sinhala, Tamil & English media are
available for readers. Further there is a separate collection for school leavers, who
follow professional courses. Such as CIMA collection and BIT collection etc.

Mobile library Service: The city dwellers who are unable to visit central library or any of
the branch libraries are served by the mobile library service. There is another mobile
library service called “The box library project” provides library facilities to the under
privileged children of low income groups of slum & shanty dwellers.

Branch Libraries: The public library has grown into a library system with 11 branch
libraries scattered throughout the city.

In-service Training: Public Library provides guidance & practical training in librarianship
for the students of Department of Library and Information Sciences, University of
Kelaniya, Sri Lanka Library Association and the trainees of the National Library &
Documentations Services Board.

The Literary Festival of Colombo Public Library - 2016

The Colombo Public Library organizes literary competition among the
children of the main & branch libraries as an annual event. This year,
the literary competition was held during the month of July. Essays,
hand writing, drawing, folk song, & speech competitions were held in
Sinhala and Tamil mediums for four age categories. First three places of
each category were selected for awards.

Awards ceremony for the winners of the literary competition was held on 20" October 2016 at the Public Library auditorium. Dr. W.
A. Abeysinghe, veteran author and the Chairman of the National Library and Documentation Services Board delivered the key note
address. Certificates and prizes were distributed among 107 children who won at different competitions.
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