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Inauguration of the Diploma in Library and Information Science in Level 1 (DIPLIS I) 2018 Batch
Inauguration of the Diploma in Library and Information Science Level 1 offered by SLLA in Jaffna Centre was held on 
01st April, 2018 in Jaffna. The President of SLLA Mrs. S. Arulanantham, Education Officer Mrs. K.R.N. Harshani, some 
of the lecturers of the DIPLIS course and Mrs. P. Sriranjan (centre coordinator) participated in this event.

The President of the Sri Lanka Library Association delivered welcome address. Education Officer introduced the 
DIPLIS Program in her address. Students of Jaffna centre were participated in the Inauguration ceremony.
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GROUP ACTIVITIES 

   

  

 

A Regional Workshop on Using Social Media Networks and Google Apps to Provide  
Effective Library Services 

 A regional workshop was organized by the IT committee of SLLA on ‘Using Social Media Networks and 
Google Apps to Provide Effective Library Services’ for public librarians in Eastern Province on 04th May 2017 
at Computer Resource Centre, Batticaloa.  There were 43 public librarians participated in the workshop from 
Batticaloa, Trincomalee and Kalmunai. Senior Assistant Librarians of Eastern University, Sri Lanka, Mr. M.N. 
Ravikumar and  Mr. T. Ramanan, served as  resource persons for  this workshop.  
 

 

 A Workshop on Information Searching from Internet for Government Librarians 

 The Government Library group of SLLA and NILIS (University 
of Colombo) organized a workshop on ‘Information 
Searching from Internet for Government Librarians’. This 
program was held on 08th May, 2017 at the National 
Institute of Library and Information Sciences (NILIS), 
University of Colombo, with the participation of 27 
librarians from Government & Local Government 
institutions.  
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NACLIS and SLLA AGM 2018

‘Make it happen: Transformation of library services for next generation’ is the theme for NACLIS 2018, which will 
be held on 28th June 2018 at Grand Orient Hotel, Colombo 1. Prof. W. I. Siriweera, Chairman, National Education 
Commission and Emeritus Professor of Dept. of History, University of Peradeniya is the Chief Guest of the inaugural 
ceremony. 

The 58thAnnual General Meeting of SLLA will be held on the same venue on 29th June 2018. Prof. Sudharshana 
Seneviratne, Emeritus Professor, Dept. of Archaeology, University of Peradeniya and former Sri Lankan High 
Commissioner for India, is the Chief Guest of the inaugural ceremony. Dr. (Ms.) Krishanthi Rondon-Fuentes, Former 
Chief, Executive office, Communication & Information Sector (CI), UNESCO and award winning Sri Lankan author of 
children books, writing under pen name R.F. Kristi is the Guest of Honour.
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SLLA COUNCIL MEMBERS 2017/2018.
SLLA Council Members Mrs. S. Arulalantham (President) and Mrs. 
K.R.N. Harshani (Education Officer) visited the Jaffna Centre on 01st 
April 2018. The main objective of this visit was to meet the students 
who are following the Diploma in Library & Information Science (DIPLIS) 
offered by SLLA and also the teaching staff of the DIPLIS course in the 
Jaffna Centre.  This was the fourth visit made by the office bearers 
to identify the problems faced by the students and lecturers with 
regard to infra-structure facilities, and teaching and learning activities. 
Discussions with students and staff were held separately and there 
was active participation by both students and teaching staff.  Mrs.  
P. Sriranjan (Centre Coordinator) coordinated this event.

Jaffna Centre Visit

Keynote speech of the International Conference by Dr. (Mrs.) Nayana Wijayasundara, President Elect of SLLA.
Dr. (Mrs.) Nayana Wijayasundara, President-Elect of SLLA and Librarian, University of Sri Jayewardenepura was invited to deliver the 
Keynote speech of the International Conference on Web Based Library and Information Services in Academic Libraries which was 
jointly organized by the Smt. H.M. Patel Arts Mahila College, Shirpur and North Maharashtra University, Jalagaon, India. She delivered 
her speech on “Recent Changes and Developments in Sri Lankan academic libraries”. This was held on 10th February 2018, and it was 
given publicity in local Marathi newspapers.
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The COMAISP evaluation seminar was held on 9th May 2018 at the SLLA. The seminar commenced with a welcome address by 
the Convenor, COMAISP, Mrs.  Dilmani Warnasuriya   followed by a brief overview of the project by Mr.  U. Amarasiri. Fifteen 
members, most of them being Convenors of the projects were present. 

The Conveners of their representatives made presentations on 21 projects. In addition the progress reports on 08 projects 
have been submitted by Convenors who are unable to present at the seminar. Out of 20 projects belongs to the first phase 
of the project which commenced in November 2016, 15 projects were reported upon. Of these the following 7 projects have 
been largely completed and are being reviewed.  They will also be posted on the SLLA website so that members could suggest 
improvements. 

       The largely completed projects under Phase 1 are:

1. Preparation of Job Descriptions for SLLA Council Members

 Convenor -  Mr. Upali Amarasiri

2. Preparation of TOR for SLLA Professional Groups and Committees. 

 Convenor – Mr. Upali Amarasiri

3. Developing  a database on the architectural designs and photos of modern Public Library Buildings and interior designs,

 Convenor – Mrs. Sewwandi Jayasinghe

4. Preparation of an Operational Manual for SLLA Office to enhance the productivity  of the SLLA office

 Convenor -  Mrs. Harshani Dissanayake

5. Preparation of an Operational Manual for the Government Libraries in Sri Lanka

 Convenor – Ms. Sumithra Meegasmulla

6. Developing a digital archives at SLLA 

 Convenor – Mrs. Sunethra Perera

7. Translation of Four important IFLA documents to Sinhala and Tamil

 (Publication committee 2016-17) Convenor – Mrs. Neetha D. Peiris

The following projects are in progress

8. Creation of a database on library cadre vacancies of Municipal Councils, Urban Councils and PradeshiyaSabhas; A pilot 
project covering two districts or provinces. 

 Convenor – Mrs. Sewwandi Jayasinghe (Public Library group, 2016-17)

9. Develop a collection of Library Standards, Guidelines, Legislations relevant to the Public Library sector

 Convenor – Mrs. Sewwandi Jayasinghe (Public Library group, 2016-17)

10. Developing a set of Library Standards for the School Library sector in Sri Lanka

 (School Library groups 2016-17 and 2017-18) 

 Convenors – Mrs. Chandani Senarath and Mrs. Yamuna Geeganagamage

11. Conducting a series of CPD programmes for School Librarians and Teacher Librarians

 (School Libraries groups 2016-17, 2017-18)

 Convenors – Mrs. Chandani Senarath and Yamuna Geeganagamage

12. Formulation of a model Provincial Library statute for Sri Lanka

 (Provincial Library group 2016-17)

 Convenor - Mr. T. G. Padmasiri

13. Developing a database on non-SLLA LIS professionals in the country 

 (Special Committee on Membership Development)

 Convenor – Mrs. Iromi Wijesundara

14. Producing promotional posters on SLLA to use in the membership drive campaign

 Convenor – Mrs. Iromi Wijesundara

15. Promotion of the SLLA Membership in the Academic Library Sector (Academic Library group 2016-17)

 Convenor – Mrs. Chamani Gunasekara

Evaluation Seminar of COMAISP Projects

(Continued to page 04)
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(Continued from page 03)

Of the 15 projects commenced in November 2017, under Phase 2, 13 projects were reported upon. 

The following projects under Phase 2 have also been largely completed.

1. Report on identifying the gaps in the coverage of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography (SLNB) with recommendations 
to improve the coverage (Special committee in improving national bibliographic coverage)

 Convenors – Ms. C. Wadasinghe & Ms. D. Daniel
2. Formulation of a new (draft) NLDSB Act (National Library group 2017-18)
 Convenor – Mr. Upali Amarasiri
3. Formulation of a Common Service minute for public libraries of all Provincial Councils
 (Public Library group 2017-18)
 Convenor – Ms. Varuni Gangabadaarachchi
4. Formulation of a collection development policy for Public Libraries in Sri Lanka
 Convenor –Ms. Varuni Gangabadaaarachchi

The projects in progress are:
5. Conducting a CPD need assessment with special emphasis on academic and special library sectors in Sri Lanka 

(CPD group 2017-18)
 Convenor -  Mrs. Chamani Gunasekara
6. Developing National Library Standards for Sri Lanka
 Convenor –Mr. Upali Amarasiri
7. Identifying the best practices of National Libraries
 Convenor – Mr. Upali Amarasiri
8. A Guide to resources and services of libraries of the institutions coming under the UGC in Sri Lanka (Special 

committee on Institute Libraries)
 Convenor –Ms. Sujeewa Ratnayaka
9. Compilation of a Report with recommendations on how to improve the library and information services of the 

Institute Libraries
 Convenor – Ms. Sujeewa Ratnayaka
10. Developing common standards for the major library education programmes conducted by the library educational 

institutes and organizations in Sri Lanka,
 (Special committee on improving collaboration among LIS Educational organizations)
 Convenor – Mr. R.D. Ananda Tissa
11. Compiling a database on the subject expertise needed for major LIS education programmes in Sri Lanka including 

the available subject expertise among the members of the teaching faculties of the organizations and visiting 
faculties,

 Convenor–Mr.  R.D. Ananda Tissa
12. An Index to the professional publications of main LIS educational institutions in Sri Lanka published during the last 

30 year period (1987-2017),
 Convenor – Mr.  R.D. Ananda Tissa
13. Translation of the SLLA educational material in to Sinhala and Tamil,
 (Special committee on translation SLLA educational material)
 Convenor – Mrs. K. R. N. Harshani

No feedback was received on 7 of the projects from both the 1st and 2nd phases of COMAISP.
COMAISP wishes to express their sincere appreciation to the Convenors of the projects for the dedication and commitment 
shown in implementing these projects and earnestly hope that they will continue to do so for the betterment of our 
Association.
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IFLA Global Vision workshop: Asia and Oceania
The two-day IFLA Global Vision workshop: Asia and Oceania was held in National 
library of Vietnam in Hanoi, Vietnam on May 24-25 2018. The aim of the workshop 
was to bring together library leaders from different parts of Asia and Oceania and 
create an open and welcoming environment to hear their ideas for actions.  Mrs. 
S. Arulanantham, President of Sri Lanka library Association participated in this 
workshop. 32 participants from different countries attended in this workshop. The 
most important key finding from the global vision discussion is the discovery that 
we are globally united in our goals. 

The above was organized by the Sri Lanka Library Association in collaboration with Library, University of Jaffna and 
sponsored by Provincial Department of Education, Northern Province. The workshop was conducted in the Computer 
Centre, University of Jaffna on 15th May, 2018 from 9.00 am to 4.30 pm. The workshop was coordinated by Mr. S. 
Ketheeswaren, Senior Assistant Librarian, University of Jaffna. The workshop covered topics of library automation as 
detailed in the programme schedule below.  

The koha library system was distributed to 40 computers in the client-server environment in the laboratory. Every 
participant was facilitated for hands-on application on koha system during their session time. In addition, there were 
facilitated to practice on the same while in their schools and residence by having connected to the same koha system 
via a web hosting http://you.read-books.org.  The Computer Laboratory was provided by the University of Jaffna, free of 
charge, to conduct the workshop. 

33 participants from the school libraries in the Vanni regions functioning under purview of Provincial Department of 
Education, Northern Province have participated to the programmme. Ms. S Arulanantham, Mr. S. Ketheeswaren, Mr. R. 
Kupeshan and Mrs. T. Jenan served as resource persons.

Workshop on Library Automation for Teacher Librarians / Northern Province

The Chief Guest of the workshop was Professor R. Vigneswaren, the Vice-Chancellor 

/ University of Jaffna and Guest of Hounor was Professor Prince Jeyadevan, Dean 

/ Faculty of Science. Other guests were Mr. K. Selvan, the Assistant Director of 

Education, Department of Education, Northern Province and Ms S. Arulanantham, 

the President / Sri Lanka Library Association.
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Workshop on Library Automation for Public Librarians / Northern Province

The above was organized by the Sri Lanka Library Association in collaboration with Library, University of Jaffna. 
The workshop was conducted in the Computer Centre, University of Jaffna on 14th May, 2018. The workshop was 
coordinated by Mr. S. Ketheeswaren, Senior Assistant Librarian, University of Jaffna. The workshop covered topics of 
library automation as detailed in the programme schedule below.  

The Koha library system was distributed to 40 computers in the client-server environment in the laboratory. Every 
participant was facilitated for hands-on application on Koha system during their session time. In addition, they were 
facilitated to practice on the same while in their schools and residence by having connected to the same Koha system via 
a web hosting http://you.read-books.org.  

Thirty six participants from the public libraries functioning under purview of Department of Local Government, Northern 
Province have participated to the programmme. 

The Chief Guest of the workshop was Professor R. 
Vigneswaren, the Vice-Chancellor, University of Jaffna and 
Guest of Hounor was Dr. N. Suthakar, Dean, Faculty of 
Arts. Other guests were Mr. S. Subramaniyam, Community 
Development Officer, Department of Local Government, 
Northern Province and Mrs. S. Arulanantham, the President 
of Sri Lanka Library Association.

Mrs. S. Arulanantham, Mr. S. Ketheeswaren, Mr. R. 
Kupeshan and Mrs. T. Jenan served as resource persons.
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aho;g;ghzg; nghJEhyk;

  1933 k; Mz;by; K.M.nry;yg;gh vd;w gNuhgfhhp jdJ tPl;by; xU 

miwia xJf;fp rpy gj;jphpiffisAk; Gj;jfq;fisAk; jhNk thq;fp 

itj;J tpUk;gpNahh; ahUk; te;J  gbf;fyhk; vd;W Vw;ghLnra;jhh;. 

1934.08.01 aho;g;ghzk; M];gj;jphptPjpapy; mjpf ,ltrjp nfhz;l 

fl;blj;jpy; 844 Gj;jfq;fSk; 30 gj;jphpiffSld; E}yfk; jpwe;J 

itf;fg;gl;lJ. ,e;Ehyfj;jpd; nghWg;ghsuhf rp.v]; ,uhruj;jpdk; 

epakpf;fg;gl;lhh;. epjpg;gw;whf;Fiw fhuzkhf njhlh;e;J njhopw;gl 

Kbahky; jpzwpa Ntisapy; 20.12.1934  tpNrl nghJf;$l;lj;jpy;  

aho; gl;bdrigaplk;; E}yfj;ij ifaspf;f jPHkhdpf;fg;gl;lJ. 

mg;NghJ aho; gl;bdrigj; jiytuhf ,Ue;j jpU.R.R. ey;iyah 

rigapd; mDkjpAld; 01.01.1935 ,y; Ehyfj;ij nghWg;Ngw;Wf; 

nfhz;lhh;. 01.01.1949 Mz;L 

khefurigahf juk; cah;j;jg;gl;l NghJ mr;rigapd; KjyhtJ Kjy;tuhf ,Ue;j jpU rhk; rghgjp  Ehyfj;ij 

trjpfSld; $ba E}yfkhf mgptpUj;jp nra;a Kaw;rpj;jhu;. jw;Nghja fl;llj;jpd; epu;khz Ntiyfs; epiwTngw;W 

1959k; Mz;L xf;NuhgH khjk; 11k; jpfjp md;W efugpjhthf ,Ue;j my;gpul; Jiuag;gh mtHfshy; jpwe;J 

itf;fg;gl;lJ.

aho;g;ghz nghJrd E}yfk; xOq;fhf ,aq;fp rh;tNjr juhjuj;jpw;F Vw;g nraw;gl;L njd;fpof;fhrpahtpNyNa 

rpwe;jnjhd;whf fUjg;gLkstpw;F fPh;j;jp ngw;wJld;  mwpTf;fsQ;rpakhf tpsq;fp ,d kj NtWghbd;wp 

rfyUf;Fk; jdJ Nritia Mw;wpf;nfhz;bUe;jJ. 1981 k; Mz;L Mdp khjk; Kjy; ehspy;; Culq;f Ntz;ba 

,uhg;nghOjpy; jd; tpiy kjpf;fKbahj Nrh;Tfshd 97>000 Gj;jfq;fSld;; fpilj;jw;fhpa ifnaOj;Jg;gpujpfSld; 

njd;fpof;fhrpahtpNyNa  kpfg;nghpa E}y;epiyaq;fspy; xd;whd aho; nghJrd E}yfk; rhk;gyhf;fg;gl;lJld; tl 

gFjpapd; ngUikf;Fhpajhfj; jpuhtpl rpw;gtpay; ghq;fpy; mike;j fl;llk; ghuJ}ukhd Nrjj;jpw;F cs;shfpaJ. 

miu E}w;whz;L fhykhf mUk;ghLgl;L Nrfhpj;j nghf;fprnky;yhk; rhk;gyhfpaJ.

Ehyfj;ij kPs Muk;gpf;Fk; jpl;lj;jpy; 1981 gpw;gFjpapy; vhpf;fg;gl;l fl;blj;jpy; kWgpwtp vLj;j Ehyfk; rpwpJ 

rpwpjhf tsh;r;rpiaAk; mopTfisAk; khwp khwp mile;jJ.

,g;NghJ Gj;Japh; ngw;W mwpitj;NjLk; kf;fSf;F xU Gdpj rpd;dkhf jpfo;fpwJ. ntspj;Njhw;wk; jpuhtplf;fl;llf;fiy 

kuigf;nfhz;bUe;j mNjNtis>  mjd; cl;Gwk; rh;tNjrjuj;jpw;F Vw;wthWk; etPdfl;lllf;fiy Kiwg;gbAk;  

gSJ}f;fp trjp kw;Wk; tYtpoe;Njhh; E}yfj;ij gad;gLj;jf;$ba tpNrl trjpfSk; nra;ag;gl;Ls;sd. jw;nghOJ  

110000  Nkw;gl;l E}y;fs;> Ez;glr;RUs;fs;  VLfs;> tpNrl Nrfhpg;Gf;fs; cs;sd. kPs; Gduikf;fg;gl;l EhyfkhdJ 

,uty; toq;Fk; Nrit  rpWth; Ehyfk; crhj;Jizr;Nrit Mtzthf;fy; Nrit tpNrl Nrh;f;if gFjp  Nghd;w 

gy Nritfis toq;fptUfpwJ.

,r;Nritfs; ahTk; ,f;fhygad;ghl;bw;F Vw;wthW etPd kag;gLj;j Ntz;bapUe;jJ. mjd; Kjw;fl;lkhf rpWth; 

gFjp rpWth;fis ftuf; $ba tpjj;jpYk; mth;fs; gad;glf; $ba tpjj;jpYk; rpq;fg;G+h; rh;tNjr epWtdj;jhy; 

etPdkag;gLj;jg;gllJ. crhj;Jizr;Nritapid ehbtUk; khzth;fs; kw;Wk; thrfh;fs; Njit fUjp jw;fhyj;jpw;F 

Vw;wtpjj;jpy; FspUl;lg;gl;L Nghl;NlhgpujpnaLf;Fk; trjpNahL ,r;Nrit eilngWfpwJ.

aho;g;ghz khtl;lkhzth;fspd; Mq;fpy mwpit Nkk;gLj;Jtjw;fhf  ,isNahh; gFjp; ];jhgpf;fggl;L 04.04.2014 

,y; nraw;glj;njhlq;fpaJ. mj;Jld; elkhLk; Ehyf g];tz;b xd;Wk; jw;NghJ khzth;fs; KjpNahhpd; ed;ikfUjp 

mth;fSf;fhd Nrit toq;fptUfpwJ. tyJ Fiwe;NjhUf;fhd trjpfs; kw;Wk;; fz;ghh;itaw;NwhUf;fhd 

fzdp kw;Wk;; mth;fSf;fhd rhjdq;fSk; 

fhzg;gLfpd;wd. ,e;jpa tuyhW fiy 

fyhr;rhuk; rk;;ge;jkhd Gj;jfq;fspw;F vd

jdpahd xUgFjp mike;Js;sJ. jw;NghJ 

ng hJEhyfkhd jd ;d p af ; fk hf ; fy ; 

nra;ag;gl Ntz;Lk; vd;w Nehf;fj;Jld;  

mjw;fhdNtiyfs; eilngw;Wf; 

nfhz;bUf;fpwJ. mjd; xUfl;lkhf  

vOgjpdhapuk; Gj;jfq;fs; tiu gjpNtw;wk; 

nra;ag;gl;L thrfh;fs; Rakhf Njly; 

nra;af; $ba trjp nra;ag;gl;Ls;sJ.

 
 IN FOCUS 



8 SLLA Newletter Vol. 34. No.04, 2018

Y%S ,xld mqia;ld, ix.uh yd cd;sl mqia;ld, yd m%f,aLk fiajd uKav,h úiska taldnoaOj jd¾Islj ixúOdkh 

lrkq  ,nk  mdi,a mqia;ld, jev uq¿j —mdi,a mqia;ld, lafI;%hg kùk ;dlaIKh fhdod .ksuq˜ hk uefhka 

2018 uehs 18jk Èk cd;sl mqia;ld, yd m%f,aLk fiajd uKav,fha m%Odk Yd,dfõ§  meje;aúK'

mdi,a mqia;ld,hdêm;s fyda mdi,a mqia;ld,fha ld¾h uKav,h yd isiq orejd fmd; iu`. muKla mj;ajkq 

,nk iïnkaO;djhg jvd kj uqyqKqjrlska mdi,a mqia;ld,hla ilia úh hq;af;a flfiaoehs fuu jev 

uq¿fõ§ idlÉPd flß‚' ví' iqks,a uy;d ^wOHlaI ckrd,a  cd;sl mqia;ld, yd m%f,aLk fiajd uKav,h&"  

ks¾u,d talkdhl ñh ^l,dm wOHdmk wOHlaIsld Y%S chj¾Okmqr l,dm ld¾hd,h& iy tia'tï' Isydï uy;d 

^f;dr;=re iyldr" cd;sl mqia;ld, yd m%f,aLk fiajd uKav,h& hk uy;au uy;aóka foaYK meje;aúh' Y%S 

,xld mqia;ld, ix.ufha wOHdmk ks<Odßks fla' wd¾' tka' y¾I‚ uy;añho fuu wjia:djg iyNd.S úh' 

fld<U yd Y%S chj¾Okmqr wOHdmk l,dmhkays fukau rcfha iy mqoa.,sl mdi,a mqia;ld,j, fiajh lrk 

ks<OdÍka yd ks<Odßkshka fuu jev uq¿jg iyNd.s úh'

mdi,a mqia;ld, jevuq¿j

Experience Sharing Session on 30 Public  Library Automation Project
Ministry of Provincial Councils and Local Government carried out an Library Automation Project in 40 Public  Libraries. 
This  project  was sponsored by the Sri  Lankan  Government , Australian Government  and the World Bank. Technical 
consultation of the Project was done by the Open University of Sri Lanka.

Public Library Group of Sri Lanka Library Association with the assistance of Open University of Sri Lanka organized an 
Knowledge Sharing and Networking workshop with 30 Public Libraries on 27th April 2018 at the Colombo Public  Library. 
Event was sponsored by the Colombo Municipal Council. All together 75 librarians and other relevant officers participated 
the session. Mr. D. Bandara, Director Planning, Mr. S. Ananda, Assistant Director of the Ministry of Provincial Councils 
and Local Government,  Mrs. S. Arulanantham, President,  SLLA, Dr. (Mrs.) W. Senevirathne, Librarian, OUSL, Mr. H. 
Balasooriya, Technical Consultant of the project, Ms. L. Amarasekara, General Secretary of SLLA,  participated as invited 
guests. 

The objectives  of the session  were to review  the progress  made towards achieving the goals of the  project, to identify  
hindrances faced by the public  librarians  towards  achieving their  targeted results, to make  a common  platform to 
sharing their  experiences directly  with  the  project  management.
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