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Table 2: Details of the current Diploma and Higher Diploma Course offered by the SLLA 

Previous 

Name of 

the course 

Present Name  & 

Acronym use 

Qualification 

Earned  

SLQF 

Level 

Parallel 

NVQ 

Level* 

Deliverables  & Credits 

offered 

 

Level I 

(DIPLIS) 

Diploma (DLIS) Diploma in 

Library and 

Information 

Science 

SLQF 03 NVQ 05 30 Credits 

Exit Level (Transcript + 

Diploma Certificate) 

 

Level II Higher Diploma 

in LIS – Part I 

HDIPLIS (I) 

- - - (Only the Transcript)  

Level III Higher Diploma 

in LIS – Part 

IIHDIPLIS (II) 

Higher Diploma 

in Library and 

Information 

Science 

SLQF 04 NVQ 06 30 Credits** 

Exit Level (Transcript + 

Higher Diploma 

Certificate) 

 

* based on SLQF (2015) 

** Levels II and III together contribute to the Higher Diploma 

 

 

Year Naming of three tiers 

1961 a) First Examination of the Ceylon Library Association (sometimes 

named as the Librarianship - First Examination) 

b) Intermediate Examination of the Ceylon Library Association  

c) Final Examination of the Ceylon Library Association  

1998 Change of names with the syllabus revision… 

a) Diploma in Library and Information Science – Level I 

b) Diploma in Library and Information Science – Level II-I 

c) Diploma in Library and Information Science – Level II-II 

2008 Renamed Levels II-I and II-II as Levels II and III. 

a) Diploma in Library and Information Science – Level I 

b) Diploma in Library and Information Science – Level II 

c) Diploma in Library and Information Science – Level III 

2020 Renamed the three tiers as two courses.  

a) Diploma in Library and Information Science (DLIS) 

b) Higher Diploma in Library and Information Science (HDIPLIS) – 

(I) 

c) Higher Diploma in Library and Information Science (HDIPLIS) – 

(II)  

 

The three tier professional course offered by the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) has a long history and it 

celebrates the 60thanniversary in 2021. This brief note is to describe the state of the course currently being offered.  

Although the course was started in 1961, the title of the ‘Diploma’ course was changed several times due to the 

circumstantial requirements in the Library and Information field and to keep up with the educational reforms in the 

country (see Table 1). The last change of the course title took effect in 2020.  Now the course is offered in two stages as 

 

Table 2 clearly indicates the title changes of the course in the first two columns. The duration of the Diploma/Higher Diploma 

(full three tier program) is 3 years if completed at a stretch. A student must complete the DLIS course within a maximum period 

of 3 years. The HDIPLIS should be completed within a maximum of 5 years. The last column of the table indicates the two 

exit levels of the full course: DLIS and HDIPLIS. The students who have successfully completed each course will get a 

Transcript plus a Certificate. HDIPLIS (I) and HDIPLIS (II) are contributing to the Higher Diploma. Thus HDIPLIS (I) is not 

an exit point. Therefore, a student enrolled for the HDIPLIS can only have an academic transcript at the completion of 

examination of the HDIPLIS (I).  We hope that due to these changes, students will have a clear understanding on the level of 

the course alongside other courses offered by other institutions Also, they can clearly see the path for upward mobility, for 

progressing towards obtaining degree and postgraduate qualifications. To end this note, we should also remind that students 

who completes the Higher Diploma may now join the Honors Degree program in 

 Library and Information Science offered by the Open University of Sri Lanka, 

 while exempting the first two years of study. Therefore, they get the honors  

degree in two years. In addition, the SLLA Diplomates, along with the professional 

 membership (Corporate Membership) can further join the Postgraduate courses 

 offered by the National Institute of Library and Information Sciences (NILIS), 

 University of Colombo 

 

        Renaming Diploma Course in Library and Information Science 

 

indicated in the following table (see Table 2). 

Accordingly, the Diploma in Library and 

Information Science (DIPLIS) was split into 

the Diploma in Library and Information 

Science (DLIS), and the Higher Diploma in 

Library and Information Science (HDIPLIS) 

with effect from 15th February 2020. It is 

compatible with the Sri Lanka Qualifications 

Framework (SLQF), 2015 edition. Although the 

Tertiary and Vocational Education Commission 

(TVEC) has not officially assigned the National 

Vocational Qualification (NVQ) levels we have 

used here the parallel levels as described in 

SLQF. Also, we would like to mention that the 

SLLA, along with other LIS education 

institutions, is closely working with the TVEC to 

standardize the LIS qualifications on par with the 

national standards 

 

Table 1: The change of names of tiers in the three-tier Diploma offered by the 
SLLA 
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